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j[ THE LIFE ANp OPINiOVC 

SLAWKENBERGII 
Fabela*. 

f^ ESPLRA quadam frigidula^ p^Jkriari in parte menji^ 
Aug\i{k\yperegriftt4Sy mtdofufco colore incidens^ mantica 
a tergOy paucis Itdu/iis^ bints calceisy hraccifque ferichs 
coccineis repleta^ Argcntoratum ingrejfus e/l. 



Militi eum percontanti^ quum partus intraret dixit , 
fe apud Naforum Prormntorium fuijfe^ Francofurtutn 
profictfci^ et Argcntoxziutn^ tran/!tu ad^nes SAXmzti^ 
men/Is intervallo^ reverfurum* 

Miles peregrini in faciemfufpepcii Di bonij nova 

forma na/i! 

At multum mihi profuity inquit peregrinuSy carpum 
amenta extrahens^ e quo pependit acinaees : Laculo ma'- 
numinferuit i et magna cum urbanitat^y pilet parte anr- 
teriore toEtd manujiniftray ut extendit desctramy miliil 
Jlorinum dedit et procejfit, 

Dalet mihiy ait tnileSy t^mpqnifiam nanumtt valgum 
alloquensy virumpdec urbanum vaginam perdidijje : itl~ 

• As Hufin SlajvienSergius de Nafis is extremely fcarcc, it may 

' not be unacceptable to the learned reader to fee the fpecimen of a 

few pages of his original; I will make no refie^on upon it, but 

that his ftory-telling Latin is much moire concife than hif philo£i^ 

j>!lic^r"and, J think, ha« more of Lttiiutjr in it. 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



i* a '. t^>M^^ OF TftllTKAM ^HANBT.' ^ 

SXAWKENBERGIUS's 
Tale^ 

It was one cool refrcihing evening, at the clofc of 
a very fultry day, in the latter end of the month of 
Auguftj when a ftranger, mouiit^d upon a dark 
male^ with a fniall cloak-bag behind I^im, contain- 
ing a few ihii ts^ a ^air of i]^oe3) and a ctimfoir-' 
fatin pair of breeches^ entered the town of Strnfm 
hitrg: 

Jie told the ceptinel^ who que(liqned him m ht 
entered the gates, that he had been at the Fromon* 
t^ry of KosEs«— was going on t<o Franiforl^-^nd 
{hould be back again at Strajburg that day months 
in his way. to the borders of Crim TartaryL* 

The ccntinel looked^ up into the ftrangcr's fa<jc 

V ' h e never faw fudi a nofc in his life ! 
■ ■ I have made a very good venture of it, quoth 
the ilran&n^r'--4b^. .{lipping his wrift out of the loopi 
of a black ribband, to which a fiiort fimitar wa/i 
hung, he put his hand into his pocket, and with 
great court efy, touching' the fore-part of his cap 
with his left-hand, as he extended his right 
he pu^ a florin into the centinel's hand> and pafied 
on. 

It grieves me, faid the centii^l, fpeaking to a lit* 

tic dwariifh bandy- legg'd drummer, that fo <:ourte-» 

ous a foul (hould have loft his fcabbard — he^cannOi 

travel without one to his fimitar, and will not be- 

A3 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



( TH^ LIFE IKD OriNI^N$ 

fterari lamd poterit nudd acinaci j neque vaginam toia 
Argcntorato, habiUm inveniet^^^Nullam unquam ha* 
but, refpondit peregrinuj refpieiens^-^que comiter incli^ 
nans — hoc more gefio^ nudam acinacem elevani^ muh 
tenth progndienie^ ut nqfum tueripoffim. 



if on mmeriUf ienigne peregrine^ re^^Mdk mttes. 

NibiR dgfiimOf mtilU tympani/hi e pergameni fiOi* 

Frota Chtifiianui Jum^ inqmi miles, nnfus tile, ni 
foa'ns major Jit, meo ejfet eonfirnuu 

Crepitari audivi, dt tjmpanifta^ 

Mehercule ! fangmnem emifit^ re^ndit miles* 

Miferet me, inquit tyritpanj/la, qui pon ambo tetigi^ 

musi 

Eodem temporis punHo^ quo bdc res argumentata/mit 

ifUer militem it tympaniflamy difceptahutur ibidem tubi-^ 

cine tt utcorefuiy qui^tunc aceefferunt, et peri^ino pr^^ 

tereunte, r^iterunt. 

^antus nafus ! itque hfigus eft, ait tuhieina, ac 
iuba* 

Ex e6ce$dem metalh, ait tubken, velutjlernutamenta 
pudiaSm 

* Tantum abe/f, re/pondit ilia, quodjSflulam dulcedin^ 
vineit. 

JEneus eft, ait tuUcen* 
^ Nequajuam, refpondit uxor* 



Digitized by CjOOQIC . 



OF TRISTHAM 8HANDT. 7 

able to 'get a feabbard to fit it in all Strq/hrg. ■ 
I never had one^ replied the ftranger, looking bac^ 
to the centinel, and putting his hand ttp to his capr 

as he fpoke 1 carry it, continued be, thus — ^hold** 

ing up his naked fimttar^ his mule moving on 
iowly aA the time^— -on pujrpofe.to defend my 
nofc. 

It 16^ well worth it, gentle ftranger, replied the 
centinel. 

«^11s not worth a fingle ftiveri faid the bandy** 
fegg'd drummer^^'tts a nofe of parchment. 

As I am a true Catholtc«-^xcept that it is fix 
limes a» 1>% — ^'fis a nofe, laid th& centinel, like xof 
awn. 
~<4 heard it crackle^ faid the drummer. 
By dunder, faid &e centinel, I faw it bleedf? 
What a pity, cried the bandy-Iegg*d drummer;^ 
#e did not both touch it t 

At the very time that this difpute was maintainp^ 
ingby the centinel and die drummer— «-*was the 
£ime pokit debating betwixt a trumpeter and a 
trumpefti'^ wife, who were juft then coasing up, 
and had ftopped to fee the ftranger pafs by. 

Beneduitel — ^What a nofe ( 'tis as long, faid tho 
trumpeter's wife, as a tfumpet. 

And of the fame metal^ faid the trumpeter^ ad 
you hear by its fneezing. 
— ^"Tis as foft as a flute, faid fhe. 



^Tis brafs, faid the trumpeter, 
-Tis a pudding's end, faid his wife* 
A4 . - . 



% 
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Rurfum affirmo^ ait tuHcen, quod muus t^. 

Rem penitus explorabo ; prius^ onim digUc fangam, 
ait uxoTf qvam dormivero* 

Mului'-perigrinigradu Unto ffrogrejfus eS^ut^unum^ 
quodque verbum controvfrfi^y nen tantum inter milkem 
At tjmpanHiam^ verum etism inter tuUdftimket umrem^ 
ejusy audiret% 

Nequaquanty ait iHe^ in muli etdimm firana dimit*' 
tenSf et manibus ambabm impeBus pofitis^ fmuU /nv- 
ii progrediente ) nequaquamy aii iUe^ re^idem^ notm 
^iucefft eft ut rts iJOuu dUuctdatmfoirttn Mimme gefOi^ 
urn ! mens nafus nunquam tangetur^ dumjpirittn b$s 
reget artu s ad quid agendum ? ait umr iurg^ma^ 
g^ru ^ 



Pereffrinus UK nonre^ondit* Votem fmelat tunc 
iernporis San&o Nicolaoi, quo^ fa&o^ finum dextram 
infer^nsy e qmd negUgenter pependitacimceSf lento grom 
duprocefftt per pleaeam ArgentoratriW^m qu€ ad ^ 
vorforium templo exadv^fumducit^ 



Peregrimts muh defcendensjlaiuh indudi^ et manii-^ 
earn inferrijujftt: qui aperti et €$ccineis fericisfemora* 
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OF TBL^r^AM sKAnxfr. 9^ 

TttU thee agaifi5 (M the trumpeter,, hit a brazca 
nofe. 

I'll know the bottom of it, faid the tnimpeter* 
wife, fbr I will touch it with my finger before I 
ileep. 

The ftmnger'smule moved on at fo flow a rate, 

Ihat he heard eveiy word of the difputc, not only 

hptwijLt the ccntinel and the-dtummer -, but betwixt 

the trumpeter and trumpeter's wife. 

. No ! £ud he, dropping his reins upon his mule's 

neck, and laying both his hands upon his breaft, the 

one orer the other in a faint-like pofition (his mule 

-going on eafily all^the time) No ! (aid he, looking 

. up^ — ^I am not fudi a debtor to the world— — flan* 

dered and di£i}q^inted*asl have been-^^-*— as to give 

«t that conviction — ^no ! faid he, my nofe (hall ne^ 

ver be touched yrbilfi heaven giyes> me Arength— • 

To do what ? iaid a burgo-maAex's wife. 

The Granger took no notice of the burgo^maftcr^s* 

wife he was making a vow to Saint Nicolas : 

which done, having umrofied his arms with the' 
fiuBC iokmaity with which he crolTed them, he -took 
.up the reins of his bridle wrt{k his left haadi and 
putting^his right hand into his bofbm, iivith his fi* 
mitar hanging Ipofely to the wrift of it, he rode on • 
as ilowly as x)ne fbot of ' Ae'mul^ could follow ano- 
ther, throng the principal Areets of Strajburgy tilt' 
chance brought him to the great inn in the marke^ - 
place, over againft the church. 

The moment the Granger alighted, he ordered his « 
■duleto be ledinto thettable,^,and his .cloak->bag |^ 
be brought in; then opening, and taking tJut of /it : 

^^ r , 
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I ibis extra ff is cum argenteo laciniato nif iC^^uwl^ hb fefe 
indmtfjlatimqui^ acinaci in manu^ ad forum deambu^ 
lavit. 



^od ufif peregrinus ejftt ingreffus^ warem tubicinis 
cbviam euntem afpicii ^ ilHco curfumfieBitx metuins ni 
tiafusfuus exploreratur^ atque ad diverforium ngttjui 
ejt — exmtfe veftibus ; Braccas commas /ericas mantic^ 
impofuit mulumque educijujfiti 



Francofurtum proficifcor^ ait ilte^ et Argentoratum 
quaiuor abhinc kebdomadis revertar* 

Bene eurafii hocjumentum ? (ait) muUfaeiem manu 
'dtmulcens^-^^-^nie^ manticamque fMam^ plus Jixcetitii 
imille pq/Jsbus portavit* 



Longa via eft ! refpondii hojpes^ n^ ptnrimum ejjet 
fngoti»^^EmmverOi ait peregrinus^ a naforum promon^ 
iorio rediif et nafum fpecioftjjimumy ^gregio^ffitnumqu^ 
^uem unquam qutfquam fortitus eft^ acquifivi F jp 



Dum pertgrinw hanc miram rationem^ defeipfo red^ 
ilff, hofpes et uxor ejus^ oculis intentisy pctegrini nafutn 
eontemplantur — FerfanBos^fanElofque omnes, ait ho/pi" 
tis uxor, nqfis duodecim maxiBis in toto Argentorata ma^ 

joreft! ejfne, ait illa^ mariti inaurem infttfurranns^ 

nonni eft nnfus pragrandis f 
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OF TRISTRAM SHINDY. IS 

his crimfon-fatin breeches, with a filvcr-fringcd— • 
(appendage to them, which I dare not tranflatc) — he 
put his breeches, with his fringed cod-piece on, and ' 
forthwith, with his (hort dmitar in his hand^ walk- 
ed out to the grand parade. 

'Die ftraager had juft taken three turns upon the 
parade, when he perccifcd the trumpeter's wife at 
the oppofite fide of it — ^fo turning ihort, in pain left 
his nofe fhould be attempted, he inftantly went 
back to his inii-*-4indrefled hknlelf, packed up his 
crimfon-fatin breeches^ &c. in his cloak-bag, and^ 
called for his mule. 

I am going forwands, faid the ftranger, for Frank* 
fort — and fhall be back at Strajb'ur^ this day month. 

I hope, continued the ftranger, ilrokiiig down the 
face of his mule with his left hand ^ as he was g<An^' 
to mount k, diat you have been kind to tSpt faithfmr 
■flave of mtne«— 4t has carried me and my cloak- - 
1»agy continued fae, tapping the mule's back, abofc 
fix hundred leagu«i»« \ 

— ^Tisa long journey, Sir, replied 'the mafter pf 
the inn — unlefs a man has great bufmefo.-'— Tut } ■ 
tut! faid the ftranger, I have been at the Promon- 
tory of Nofes^ and haye got me one of the goodlieft^ 
and joUieftj thank heaven, that everJell to a fingle^ 
man's lot. ^ 

Whilft the ftranger was^giviag thi»odfd account. 
of himfelf, the mafter of the inn^ and his wife, kept: 
both their eyes fixed full upon the ftrangcr's nofe— 
By Saint Radagunda^ faid the innkeeper's wife to* 
hcrfelf, there is more of it than in any doaen of tha 
iargeft nofes puA together in all StroJmrg.^itiXxSb^y 
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Dolus Jne/t, anime mf, ait ho^S'^naJus eftfalfus^ 

Verus eft^ refpwdit UKor."^ 

Eh abi^faShis ejly cut UU^ terdnnthimUm clti 

Cmrhuncul / inefi^ mt CMor. 

Mortuus ijt nafuSi refion^t h^^ 

Vivus 'e/f, aii lA^.-^-f/^ epfa vivam tangam^ 

Vnu" fi SamB^ NicolaOf ait firegrinus^ nafum 
imum tntaO- t fortujqut ad — ^u^dnam Utnfm? Utico 
. r^ondit Wa, 

Minimo taagfM^, inqmt ilte fmanHu^ in peEtm 

tvix^^^if^ i^^e ad tllam koram-'^-^^^uatn horam ? 

-^ iUa^'^'^'^NuUam^ nfpondit piregrinus^ dome per'-' 

venio ad' — ^uiem heumy^-^fecro ? ak ilia P irm- 

frinus mi r^^mdiui muU fomfi:^ d(/cfjff!f^ 
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OF T&UTRAM IHANDT. »3 

fud fliej whifpering her huiband in hia ear, is it 
not a noble nofe ? 

'Tis an tmpoftor, my dear, faid the uiafter of the 
inn ^'tis a falfe nofe. 

Tis a true nofe, faid hi» wife. 

^Tis made of fir-Uee, £itd he-*-I fmeli tht tur* 
-pcntine.— — 

There's a pimple on it, faid (be. 

'Tisa dead nofe, replied the innkeeper. 

Tis a live nofe ; and if I am alive myfelf, faid 
the innkeeper's wife, I wili touch it. 

I hare made a yow to Saint Nicolas thitf d/y, faid 

the ftranger, that my nofe (haU not be touched tlH 

i H ere the fltranger fufpending his Toice, look^ 

ed up Till when ? faid flte haftily. 

* It never ihall be touched, iaid he, daffHOg his 
hands, and bringing them cl<^ to bis breaft, tiM tteit 
hour — What hour ? cried the ittn-Jceepers's wife* — 
•Kever^ never ! faid the Uranger, aever tiH I am 
-got — ^For heaven fake into what ptace? laid flie^— 
The ftranger rode away without faying a word. • 

The ftranger had not got half a league on his way 
towards Frankfort ^ before alt the city of Strq/burg 
was in an uproar about his nofe. The CM9i//m/-bells 
were juft ringing, to call the Stra/burghirs to their de- 
Totions, and fliut up the duties of the day ki prayer : 
— ^ao foul in ^ Stra^rg heard 'cm — the city was 
like a fwarm of bees — men, women, and children 
(the C^m/ZT/i^-bells tinkKng aH the tiitie), flying here 

and there in at one door, out at anothe r ' , * 

this way and that way — ^lung ways and crrfi 

ways — up one ftrect^ down another ftrect— *— in at 

B a 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



14 TJIB LXBE Am> OPI!4ION3 

this aUejT) out at that-^id you fee it? did ytu fee 
it? did you fee it? O! did you fee it? — who few 
it? who did fee it? for dierey's fake, who faw it? 

Alack o'day ! I was at vefpers ! ■ ■ I was wafli- 
ing, I was ftarching, I was fcottring» I was quilt- 
ing-*-God help me \ I never few it-r4 never touch'd 
it ! — ^would I had been a ccntincl, a bandy-legged 
drummer^ a trumpeter^ a trud)f>eter*s vrikf was 
the general cry and lamentatton ia evei y ftreet and 
comet of Strejburg. 

Whilft all this confufion and diforder triumphed 
ihnoughout the great city of Stra/hurgb^w^s the cour- 
teous ftrai^er going on as gently upon his mule i» 
im way to Frankfort ^ as if be had no concern at all 
in the affair — ^talking all the way he rode, in bro- 
ken fentencesy fometimes to his mule-^fometimej^ 
to himfelf — ^fometimes to bis Julia. 
. O Julia^ my lovely Julia I— —nay I cannot flop 
t<y let thee bite that t^iUe*-^thf^ ever the fufpeded 
.tongue of a rival (bould have robbed me of enjoy- 
ment when I was upon the point of tafting it. — 

— Pugh ! — 'tis nothing but a thiftlc — never mind 
it ■ t hou fhalt have a better fupper at night. 

— -Baniih'd from my Gouatry — ^my friends — ^from 
thee — 

Poor devil, thou art fadly tired with thy journey !: 
—corner-get on a little fa(ler — there's nothing in 
my cloak-bag bijtt two (hirts, — a crimfon-fatin pair 
of breeches^ and a frtnged^-^Dear Julia I 

—But why to Frankfort ^ is it that there is a 
band unfelty which fecretly is condu£ling me thrqT 
thefe meanders and unfufpefled tra^ 
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OF TRISTRAM SHANBT. Ig 

—Stumbling ! by Saint Nicolas! CTCrjr fte p ■ 
irby^it thb rate we fhall be iali night in getting in-— 

— To happinefs— ^r am I to be the fport of for« 
tone andlknder— ^^elltned to be driven forth, un. 
conviAed — ^unheard— mnt0uched--4f fi>, why difll 
I not day at Strq/burgf ifrhere jttftice— — but I had 
fwom ! — Comei^-'-thoii (halt drink— to Saint Nicola f 
^^JO Julia!— ^What doft thou prick up thy ears 
at? — ^'tis nodiingbttt A man, &t. 

The ftranger rede on communii^ in thk manner 

with his mule and Julia ^till he arrived at his 

inn, where» as ibon as he arri?^ he alighted^ — 
Xaw his muk, as he had promifcd it, taken good 
care of — ^took off his doak-bag, with his crimfon- 

fatin breedies, &c. in it trailed for an omelet to 

his fupper, went to his bed about twelve o'clock, 
and in five minutes fell faft afleep. 

It was about the fame hour, when the tumult in 

Stra/burg being abated for that night, the 

tira/burgbers had all got quietly into their beds ■ ■ 
but not like the ilranger, for the reft eidier of their 
minds or bodies ; queen Maby like an elf as (he 
was, had taken the ftranger^s no(e, and, without re^ 
duAion of its bulk, had that night been at the pains 
of flitting and diriding it into as many noles of dif* 
ferent cuts and faihions, as there were heads ia 
Strajhurg to hold them. The abbefs of ^dlinghrg, 
who, widi the four great dignitaries of her chapter^ 
the priorefs, the deannefs, the fub-di^ntrefs, and fe- 
nior canonefs, had that week come to Strajbufg to 
confult the univerfity, upon a cafe of confcicnce re- 
lating to their placket-holes— -^nras iU all the night. 
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t6 THE LIFE AKD OPIKlOJW 

The courteous ftrangef's wofe had got pcrcKccf 
-upon the top of the pineal gland of her brain, and 
made fuch roufing workjti the foicics of the four 
great dignitaries of her chapter, they couJd not get 
a wink of deep the whole night through for it ■ 
there was no keeping alin* ftiil amongft thcmi---^ 
in fhort they got up like fo many- ghafts^- 

The penitentiaries of the third orderof SaintRwi- 
cis — the nuns of mount Gahmry — ^the Premonfiraf- 

ienfes the Clumenftt f^^^^^^^t: Carthufians, and 

all the fevcrer orders^of nuna who lay that night in 
blankets or hair-«k)th were ftilJ in a worfe conditio* 

-than the abbefs of ^fdiinghrg^ By tumbiing 

and toffing, and tefQng and tumbling fronv^one fide of 
their beds to the^ other the whole nighi long — ^thc . 
. federal fifterhoods had feratch'd and maul'd thei»- 
fclves all to deadi— rfiey got out* of their ^beds ai- 
tnoft flayed alive— every body tho»ght Saint Antony 
^liad vifited them foF probation with his^ fire . 
they had never once, in,(bort| ftut thcis eyes the r 
whole night long, from vefpers to matins. , 
The nuns of ^aint Urjula afted die wifeS. — th«y 
• never attempted to go to bed at alU 
' I'he d*ean of Stra/burg^ the perbendaries, the ca- 
pitulars and domiciliars (capitularly aflembledin the 
morning to confider the cafe of butter'd buns) all 
wiifaed they had followed the nuns of Siint Ur/u/a's 
' exaroplie-. In the hurry and ccaifufion every thiiig 
'had been in the night before, the bakers had all for- 
' got to lay their kaven^ — there were no butter'd buos 

^ ffq/ttt Sluv^Mhir^uj means, the Bemedidine anos of €Iut^^ 
iMBukd is die year 940, by Odo abbe de Cluny» 
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to be had for breakfaft in all Str^rg die whole 

doTe of the cathedral was in one eternal comm<»* 
tio n ■ S uch a caufe of reftleflhefs and difquie^ 
tiide^. and Inch a zealoue. inquiry iqto the caufe of 
«hat reftleffiicfsy had never hs^ypened in Strq/turgf 
fince Martin Luihir^ with his do£brtneS| had ttttn*^ 
cd the city tipfide down. 

If theftranger's n(^ look this liberty^ of thrufting 
itfelf thus into the difliesf of religious orders* &c; 
what a carnival did hi» nofe make of it, in diofe of 
the laity ! ■ * tia more- than my pen, worn to the 
ftttmp as it a, has power to defcnbe, thouglrl ac« 
knowledge {cries Slawkenbergiusi nvitb more gaiety 
ef thmtgbi than Icmdd have eiepe&ed frmthm)^ thai 
there is many a good fimilc now fubfifting. in. the 
world, ^ich might gire my countrymen fome idea 
of it ; hot at the dofe of (iich a folia as this, wrotQ 
for their fakes^ and in which I haTe ^nt the great-* 
eft part of my life^-diough I own to them the fimile 
IS in being, yet wouldit notbe unreafonabk in them 
ta ezpe^ I ftbuld have either time or inclination to 
ii^archrfOr it I Let it fuffice to fay, diat the riot and 
diforder it occaConed in the Stra/hir^ers fantafies 
was fo general — fuch an overpowering ma(ler(hip 
had it got of all the faculties of • the Strajburgheri 
minds ^fo many ftrange things, with equal con- 
fidence on all fides> and with eq^al eloquence in alt . 

f Bib 8ban^\ compfimcoU'to orators— is ytrj fenfibk that 
Slatoksnbergius has here phanged his metaphor— which he if 
▼cry guilty of; that, as a tranflator, Mr. SbanJy has all 

akx^^oiie whathe conldi to make him-ftick to it— hut dfltt hcTQ 
'twat iinpoflH>le. 
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places^ were fpoken and fwom to concerning it^ tfartf 
it turned the whole (faream of aU difcourfe and won»« 

ier towards it every foul good and bad — rith 

and poor— learned and uQkarned^^o^r and ftu* 
dent — miftrefg and maid— gentle and fimple— nun's 
flejh and woman'& flefli m.Strqflmrg^ fpem dheif 
time in hearing tidings about it— -every eye in Strasi^ 
kurg langifticd to fee it— every finger-^vcry 
thumbs in Strajbarg burned to^ touch it. 

Now, what might add^ if any^thing maybe thought- 
neceffiiry toadd to fo vehement a de&re— *wa8 thi% 
Aat tiic centinel, the bandy-legg'd drumm«> the 
trumpeter, Ae trumpeter's wife, the burgo-mafter*g 
widow, the mader <^ the fnn, and the mafter of the 
inn's wife, Bow widely foever they all differed every 
ene firom- another* m their teftimonies and defcrip 
^on of the lb-anger's nofc-*-'^— 4hey all agreed toge^ 
Aer in two points — ^namely, that he was gone td 
Frafikfirt^ and weuid not rstum to Strafiurg tiU 
that day month ; and» fecondlyj whether his nofe 
was true or falfe, thut the ftranger bimfelf was one 
6f themoft perfed paragons of beauty«-^ie fineft 
made man !— the moft genteel f — *— the moft gene* 
tons of hi^ purfe— the moft courteousin his carriage, 
that had ever efttered the gates o? iVf^zirp— ^• 
that as he rode, with his fimitar fiung loofely to 
his wrift, through the ftreets — and walked with his 
crimfon-fatinbreechesacrofs the parade — ^'twas with 
fo fweet an air of carelefs modefty, and fo man]y 
withal — as would have put the heart in jeopardy 
(had his nofe not ftood in his way) of every virgiu 
who had cad her eyes upon him. 
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I call not upon that heart which is a ftraHger td 
the throbs and feamings pf curioSty, fo excited, to 
juftify the abbefs of ^uedlinghfrgy the priorelsy the 
deaneft and fub^chantre&f for lending at noon-^b j 
for the trumpeter's wife : flie went through the 
ftreets of Stmfiurg with her hufband's trumpet in 
her hand — the bed apparatus the ftmitncfe of the 
time would allow her, for the illuftration of hef 
theory — ^ibe ftaid no longer than three days. 

The centinel and the bandy-legg'd drummer I 
»^-*^nothing on this fide tf ^Id Mans could equal 
them f they read their leAures tmder the city gates 
to coiners and goers, with all the pomp of a Chrjf^ 
fus and a Crantor in their porticoes. 

The mafter of the inn, with his oftlcr on his I^ 
h^d, read his alio in the £tne ftyle,— ^under die 
portico or gateway of his ftable-yard'-— his wife^ 
her*8 more prirately in a batk room : all flocked to 
tfieir leisures ; not promifcuoufly-^but to diis or 
that) as is ever the way, as faith or credulity mar* 
(hailed them^-^in a word, each £ff i^i^i&rr came 
crowding for intelligence — and every ^trafiurgbat 
had the intelligence he wanted. 

nris worth remarking, for the benefit of all de^ 
monftrators in natural philofophy» &c. that as foon 
as the trumpeter's wife had finiflied the abbefs of 
^edlingber^^ private le'£lure, and had begun to 
read in public, which (he did upon a (lool in the 
middle of the great parade — (ht incommoded the 
other demonftrators mainly, by gaining incontinent- 
ly the mod fafhionable part of the city of Ztrajburg 
for her auditory — But when a demonftrator in ph»- 
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lofofdty (cried Shtukentergitis)Hzs a trumpef for afr 
apparatus, pray what rtral in fciencc can pretend 
te be heard befidcs him ? 

"Whilft the unlearned, through thefe condxrin of 
intelligence/ were all buficd in getting down to the 
bottom of the wcD, where Truth keeps her little 

court ^wcrc the learned in. their way as bufy 

in pumping her up dirongfa the conduits of dialed 
induftion— — they concerned thcmfclvc* not with 
fafts— they reafoned. — 

* . Not one profeflion had thrown more light upon 
this fubjeA than the faculty***— had not all their 
"d^fputes* about irrun into the afiair of JFem and 
oedematous fwellings, they could not keep clear 

of them for their bloods and ibul* the ftranger's 

nofe had nothing to do either with wens or oedema* 
tous fwellings. 

It was demonflrated, howcTer, very fatisfaAa*' 
tHy, that fach a ponderous mafs of heterogeneous* 
scatter could not be congefttd and conglomerated 
to the nofe, whilft the infant was in Uiera, with-^ 
tout deflroyiug the ftatical balance of the foetus^ 
and throwing it plump upon its head nine months 
before the time. — . 

—The opponents granted the theory-^they de- 
nied the confequences; 

. And if a fuitable provifion of veins, arteries, &Cr 
faid they, was not laid in, for the due nourifliment 
of fuch a nofe, in the very firft {lamina and rudi- 
ments of its formation before it came into the world 
(bating the cafe of xv.tnsr) it could not regularlj^ 
-grow and be fuftataed afterwards* . 
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Thk was all anfwered by a diflcitatton upon nu- 
triment, and the cficft which nutrimetit had in ^g^-^ 
tending the veflels, and in the incrcafc and |>rolonp- 
^tion of the mufcular parts to the greateft ^vowth 
and expanfion imaginable— In the triumph of 
which theOTjf they wcattfo far as to affirm, that 
there was no caufe in 'nature, why a nofe might) 
not grow to the fize of the man hinofelf . -^ 

The refpondents fatisfied the world this eveoCi 
^eould neven happen to them foi Jbng as a man had 
but one fiomach and one pair of lungs— For the: 
ilomach, faid they, being the only organ defiinedfor. 
-the reception of food, andtuming it into chyle , ■ . ■ 
and the kings the only ei^ine of fanguificaticm— *r 
•it c«u]d pofllbly work off* no more, iihan what.the^ 
^petite brought it: er admitting the poflibilityof a' 
man's overloading his Aomach, nature had fet^ 
bounds howevsr to his lungs— — the engine was of 
a determined fize and ilrength, and could elaborate 
but.a certain quantity in a given timer*— Aat is, it 
could produce jull: as much blood as was fuffi^icntx 
for one fingle man, and no more ; fo that, if there^ 
was as much nofe as man— they proved a mortifica- 
tion mud neceflarily enfue ; and forafimich as there 
could not b^ afupport for both, that the nofe muft 
cither, fall off from ihe man, or the man inevitably ^ 
fall off from his nofe. 

-. Nature atconwnodatcs herfelf to thcfe emergen- 
cies, cried the opponents— ^*—eIfe what do you fay 
to the cafe ofxa whole ftomach—— a whole pair of, 
lungs, and but ha/fz maUr when both bis Jegs have 
been U(if(M?tCuiatcly (hot off ? . . 
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He dies of a plethora, faid diey— — or nmft ^It 
bloody and in a fcMtnight or three wedu go ofiTiu » 
coofumptioii.— — 

It happens othcrwife-Hreplied the oj^nents. — 

It ought not, faid they. 

The more curlovs and intiinate inqvirers aft^ na- 
ture and hrr doings, though they went hand in hand 
a good way together, yet they all divided about the 
flofe at laft, almoft as much as die faculty itfelf. 

They amicafalylaid it down, that there was a juft 
and geometrical arrangement and proportion of the 
feveral parts of the human frame to its fereral dcfti- 
nations, offices, and functions, which could not be 
tranigrefled but within certain Umtts— — ^^that Na- 
ture^ though flie fpOTted — ^flie fported within a cer- 
tain circle ;— and they could not agree about the 
diameter <tf it. 

The logicians ftuck much dofer to the point be« 
fore them^than any of the clafles of the litarati ^ i 
they began and ended with the word No&j and 
had it notbeen for a p^itioprim^^ which one of 
Ae ableft of them ran his head againft in the be- 
ginning of the. comb^t,^ the whole controverfy had 
been fettled at once. 

A nofe, argued the U^iclan, cannot Ueed with* 
c^Vit bloo d and not only blood— .-^bst blood cir- 
culating in it to fupply the phenomenon with a fuc* 
ceffipn <tf drops ■ a ftream being but a quicker 
fticceffion of dr<^8, that* is induded, faid he — ^Now 
death, contimied the logksan, being aothi^ but die 
ftagnation of the blood — — 

I deny the defimtiotl--Death is the feparation of 
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ib9 fiuti from the body, faid his aaugow ft ■ 
Hen we don't agiec about our wieapoiie» faid the 
logiciaiir-«*-l%!pD these 4(i an end of the di^ute^ 
f eplied the amag^iHft. 

The cWiliaus were ftill more eoncifei what Aef 
ioSbied heiag loore ia the natoie cf a d ecr ee^ than 
# df%»te» 

—Such a monftroua nofe^ laid tfiey, had it been 
9 mie noie^ eouM not poffiUf ha^e been fuflfered in 
chrU Ibeiety — and if faUe — to tmfofe iqion- fociety 
with fueh falfe Btgo^ and tokenSf was a ftil greater 
violation of Its Tights, and n^nft bA^ had ffiU lefs 
mercy iksvm k^ 

The only ofajfeAton is^this was^ that if it provftf 
any things it proved die firanger's nofe was neither 
taue nor hlie* 

This lefttoom for the controrerfy to goon. It 
was maintained by the advocates of the ecckfiaftie 
<20ttrt, that there was nothing to inhibit a decree, 
#ace .^e firanger mmifp nmlm^ had confefiedhe had 
been at the Promontory of Nofes, and had got one 
Of the goodlieiO, &c. &c. — To this it was anfwered. 
It was ianpo09)lc there Ihould be fuch a place as Uie 
Promontory o{ Hok^f and the ieamed be ignorant 
whexo' it hiy» > The oMMmflsry 'of the biifaop of 
Bhra fbu^ % und ertook the adirocatc's part, andezplain* 
^d this matter in a treatiie upon proverbial phrafeiy 
Roving them, that the Promontory of ifofes was a 
mere aUegmic ^iq^refion, importing no more, than 
that nature had ghren him a long nofe ; in proof 
of which, with great learning, ht cited the un« 
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•der^'Writicn autbotities, * which had decicM flie 
point inconteAibfy, had it not speared that a dif- 
pttte about fome franchifet of dean and chapter<» 
lands had been determined by it niiieleen yeari 
befoite. 

• It happened— I nwaftjnot fay unluckily for Truth, 
becaufe they i^cxc gtvitig her a lift another waf kn 
fo doing:;. 'that the two unfv^fitiei «f Strafi mrg 
the LtObinm, founded in the ytar 15381 by Jaeehis^ 
Surmk,' connfellor of the fenate^-^and the Popifit ' 
founded by Leopold^ archdukeof Aufirui^ were, du* * 
ring all thistime, employ ipg the whole depth of their 
knowledge (except jud what the afiair «f Ae ab^efi^ 
6f ^^dkf^berg^s placket-h<ftesTequired) — in deter- 
mtning the point of Martin Lutbir^t damnation. • 
The Po^Jbdo&oxs had undertaken to^iemonftrate^ 
0prmi, that from dejieoefifeytaftuenee of the pla- 
nets on tlie'twenty«>fecond day ofOBober 1483 ■ ■ 
when the Moon was in the twelfth houfe— ^1^1/^, 
MnrSf and Finus^ in the ;third— ^the Sufi^ Saturn ^^ni, 

■4 

^ITotiniillieziioflratibui eadem loquendi fonniik ntno. , Quin- 
mo tt jLogifls ct Canonift*— Vid. Parce Bame Jas, in d L. Pro- * 
- Tinciali Gonftitttt. de conjee vid. VoL Lib. 4. TituL x. n. 7. qua 
etiam in re «>nfptr. 'Om -de PronoDtorio Na£ TichinadL. S, d 
i^ 5. foL XJ89. pdfflm. VuL Gle£ dg cootrahcM.vcnipt* fcc nee^ 
non J. Scrudr. injcap. $ relvt. per totam. Oua Jut cooilJte«e», 
J. Tubal, Scntcnt. & Prov. cap. 9. ff. 11, xi. obiter. V. et Libnun, 
cai Tit. 4e Territ & Pbra£ Belg. ad finem, cnm commoit N> 
SardySelg. Vid. Scrip. Argentotaresf. de Anti^Ecc inEpifc Ar- 
chiv.^d. colL per Von Jacoibam Koin&ivefi Folio Argent 15^3; 
prseeip. ad finem, ^ Quibus add .Rebuff in L. ^b^inire de Signtf*/ 
Nom. ff. foL & de jure Gent: & .CiTil. de protib. alicna feud, pet, 
fe 'era, tefb Jofaa •Luxint in pFolegdkn. ^bem velim videas» de- 
Anaiy. Cap. t, », 5, Vid. IJou 
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Mercury^ all got together in the fourth ■ t hat 
he muft in courie, and unavoidably, be a damn'd 
man— and Aat his doflrioes> by a dire£l corolaryi 
maft be damn'd dodirines too. 

Bjr infpedHon into his horofcope, where five pla* 
nets were in coition all at once with Scorpio* (in 
reading this, my father would always (hake his head) 
ifl the nint^h houfe, which the Arabians allotted to 
religion — ^it appeared that Martin Luther did not 
care ont ftiver about the matter — and that from the 
horofcope direded to the conjunftion of Marf 
——-they made it plain likewife he muft die cur- 
ing and blafpheming — with the blaft of which, his- 
foul (being fteep'd in guilt) failed before the wind, 
ia the lake of hc^l-fire. 

The little objedion of the Lutheran do£tor8 to 
.this was, that it rauft certainly be the foul of ano« 
ther man, born 0^« 22, S3, which was forced to 
fail down before the wind in that manner— -^inaf- 
much as it appeared^from the regifter of IJlaben^ in 
the county of Mansfelt^ that Luther was not born in 
the year 1483, but in 84 \ and not on the 22d day 
of O^ober^ bat on the loth of November ^ the eve of 

^* Hsc mir», ftt^Sque Jwrrtnda. Planetarum eoitio fuf> Scorpio 
Afterifmo in nona cadi ftatiofie, quani Anibes religioni depntablnt 
cfficit Msrtmum Lttthtrum facrilegum hsBreticiuB, Chnilianz rel2« 
gioauhofteiB acenimvm ttfae fnttpkanum', ex hor^&opi direAioae ] 
ad Martis coitiim, fdigio&ffinnn obiit, ejus Amma f€elefti9ima 
ad tnfecnot na3rigavit-«ab Aled^o, Ttfiphone et Me^ara HageUir 
igiiett cniciata perenoiter. 

-— Lucas Gattrieus in TfaAatn aftrolo^co de praeterttts mttk»> 
nm lu^mimtm accidentibns per geniiurus examin at i ai 
FoL U. B 
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Martinmas dzj, from whence he" had the iMme of 
Martin^, 

[ ■ I muft break off my tranflation for a m©-' 
jbent \ for, if I did not, I know I fhould no more 
he able to (hut my eyes in bed, than the abbefs of 
J^tedlingberg — It is to tell the leader that my father 
never read this pa0age of Slawkenbergius to my un- 
cle Tobyy byt with triumph not over my uncle 

^ohy^ for he never oppofcd him in it — hut over the 
whole world. 

^Now you fee, brother To^j, he would fay, 

Jooking up, *< that Chriftian names are not fuch in- 
^* different things ;***^had Luther here been called 
J)y any other name but Martin, he would have been 
^amn'd to all eternity ■ Not that I look upon 
Martin^ he would add, as a good name — far fcom 
it — 'tis fomethin^ better than a neucrsJ, and but a 
little — ^yet, little as it is, you fee it is of fome fct- 
yice to him« 

My father knew the weaknefs of this prop to his 
hypothefis, as well as the befl logician could fhow * 
him — ^yct, foftrangeis the weaknefs of man, at th« 
fame time, as it fell in his way, he cou)3 not for his 
life hut make ufe of it ; and it was certainly for this 
reafon, that though there are many ftorics in Hafen 
jSlawientergiu/sIitC2Ld€$ full as entertaining as that 
I:am tranflating, yet there is aot one am(^(l them 
^hich my ladicr read over with half the delight — 
it flattered two of his ftrangeft hjpothefes together 

h is Names and his Noses ^I will be bold to 

f ajj he Qtiight ,baye jead all the b^oQks \a fhe ^L^ya/j^ 
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^rianVkorj, had not fate taken other care of them^ 
and not have met with a book or a paflage in onc^ 
which hit two fuch nails as thefe 'Vpon the bead at 
4XI& ftroke.] 

The tw0 unircrfities of Str/t/htrg were hard tug- 
ging at this affair of Luther's Navigation. The Pro- 
tcftant do^kors had <kmonftrated, that he had not 
iailed right before the wind> as the Popifh dodort 
had pretended; and as every one luiew there was no 
failing full in the teeth of it — they were going to 
fettle* in cafe he had iailed, how many points h€ 
was off: whether Martin had doubled the cape, or 
bad fallen upon a lee-ihore; andj no doubt, as it was 
an inquiry of much edification, at leaft to thoie who 
vnderftood tins Ibrt of navigation, they had gone 
«fB with it, in fpite of the (ize of the ftranger's nofe» 
had not ihe (ize of the ftranger's nofe drawn off* the 
attention of the world from what they were* about 
^-it was their bufinefs to follow* 

The abbefs of ^edlingherg and her four dignita- 
ties was no ftop; for the enormity of the ftranger^t 
nofe running fall as much in their fancies, as their 
cafe of confcience the affair of their placket- 
holes kept cold ^in a word, the printers were or<* 

dereS to diftribute their types ■ a ll controver* 

fies droppM. 

Twas a fquare cap, with a lilver caflel upon the 

crown of it to a nut-fliell-*— — to have guefled 

on which fide of the nofe the. two univerfities would 
fpUt. 

'TIS above reafon^ cried the doAors on one 4de» 

Tis below reafon, cried the others* 
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Tis Faith, cried the one. 

Tis a fiddleftick, fiud the other. 

*I4S pofliWe, cried the.onc. 

*Tis impoffible, faid the other. 

God's power is infinite, cri^.lhe Nofarians, he 
can do any thing. 

He can do nothing, replied the Aiuinofarianv. 
vhich implies contradiftions. 

He can njake matter thinjc, feid the Nofarians. 

As certainly as you can make a^velvet cap out of 
t fow'js ear, replied the Antinofarians. 

He cannot make two and two five, replied the 
3?opi(h doaorsr—r-r-Tisfalfc, faid .their other op.^ 
ponents* 

Infinite power is infinite4)0wcr, faid the doftora 
>7ho maintained the rAiHty of the nofe. — It exten4s 
•only to all poffible things, replied thcLutherms. 

By God in heaven, cried the Popifli dolors, hp 
.^an make a nofe, -if he jibinks fit, as hig ^s the 
flceple o{ Strq/burg. 

Now, the fteeple of Strajburg tcing the bigg^ft 
and the t^Ueft church- fteeple to.be feen in the whole 
world, the Antinofs^rians denied that a nofe of 575 
geometrical feet in length could be wom, at lea^ 
by a middle-fizedman-^— Tlic Popifli doflort 
twore it couldrr-r-Thc X^tieran dodoTB faid No> 
•~it could ndt* 

This at once Jdarted a new -difputc, which they 
^)urfued a great way, upon the extent and limitatioa 
rf the moral and natural attributes of God. — ^ 
That controverfy led them naturally into Th&tria^ 
^^uinas, .and ^hpmas Aquinas co the devil. - 
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Irtic ftrahger's nofe was no niorcheatdof in the 

difpute—— itjuft fcTved as a frigate to launch diem 

ihto the gt^lph of- fchool-divinity, — and then they 

all failed before the wind. 

Heat is in proportion to the want of thie knaw- 
fedjge. 

The cootroverfy aboot the attributes, &c. inftead 
of cooHng, on die contrary, had inflamed the Siraf* 
^z/r^i&^Z imaginations to a moft inordinate degree.— i«' 
The lefs they undcrftood of the matter, the greater 
was their wonder about it — they were left in all the 
diftreflcs of defire unfatisficd,— ■ faw their doc- 
tors the ParchTTientanans^ the Brajfartans^ thc'Tttrw 

pentariansy on the one fide the Popifli doctors 

en the other; like Panti^rml and his companidns 
in queft of the ^ade of the botdej all 6ay)arked 
and out of (ight.- 

■ ■ T he poor Siri^rgierfkk upon the beach! 
—What was to be d<»ie ? — iJo delay — the up* 
xoat increafed— every one in difordcr — the city 
^ates fet» open—** 

Unfortunate StraJburghrsI was thete in the ftore- 
houfe of nature — was there in the lumber*rooms of 
learning — ^was there in the great arfcnal of cbanee, 
^at fingle engineleftundrawn forth to torture yous 
euriofities, and (ketch your dcfires, which was not 
pointed by the hand of fate, to play upon your 
hearts ! — ^I dijy not my pen into my ink, to excufc 
die furrender of yourfekes — ^"tis to write your pane^ 
gyric- Show me a city fo macerated with cxpcfta- 
tion — —who neither eat, ordrank, or flept, or pray- 
ed, or hearkened to the calls either of religion o» 
Bj 
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nature for frvcn and twenty days together^ who 
Could have held out one day longer. 

On the twenty-eighth, the courteous ftraager had 
promifed to return to Stra/hurg. 

Seven thoufand coaches {SiawienhergiuT muil ccr* 
tainly have made fome miftake in his numeral cba- 
racers) 7000 coaches — 15,000 Engle hor£s chairs — 
20,000 waggons, crowded as full as they could all 

iiold, with fenators, coufifellors, fyncGcks be- 

guines, widows, wives, virgins, canons, concubines, 

all in their coaches the abbefs of ^y^diingherg^ 

with the priorefs, the dcanefe and fub^chantrefs^ 
Icailing the proceffion in one coach, and the dean 
of Strajburgy with the four great digmtartes of hi& 
chapter, on her left hand — the reft following higgfe* 
ty*pigglety as they could; fome on horfeback-^-fome 
on foot — fome led — ^fome driven — fome down the 
iRhlne — fome this way — fome that ■ all fet o»t at 
fun*rife, to meet the courteous ftranger on the road. 

Hafte we now towards the cataftrophe of my talc 
>■■ I fay Cataftrophe (cries SiawkenbergiMs)mzitKfich 
as a tale, with parts, rightly difpofcd, not only re- 
joiceth (gaudet) in the Cataftrophi and PeripeJtia of a 
DRAMA, but rejoiceth moreover in all the eflential 

and integrant parts of it it has its 'P^otajis^ Epi* 

tajisf Cataftajisy its Cataftrophe or Peripeitia growing 
one out of the other in it, in the order Artftotle firft 

planted them without which a tale had better 

never be told at all, feys ilawkenbergiuSf but be kept 
to a man's felf. 

In all my ten talcs, in all my ten decades, have T, 
Slawkenbergius^ tied down every tale of them a* 
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tfghtfy to this ru}e» as I have done this of the ftrxn- 
gcr and his nofc. 

— ^From this firfl parley with the centinel, to his^ 
feaving the city of Stra/hurgh^ after polling off hig 
crimfon-fatin-p^ir of breeches, is the ProtaJtSy or fir|l 
entrance— ^here the charailers of the Per/on^ 
Dramatis are juft touched in, and the TubjeA flight- 
Jy begun. 

The Epiiqfisy wherein the a^EKon is more fully cn- 
ipred upon and heightened, till it arrives at its (late 
or height, called the CataJlqftSy and which ufually 
takes up the 2d and 3d a£ls, is included within that: 
Bufy period of my tale, betwixt the firft night's up- 
foar about the nofe, to the conclufion of the truini* 
pcter's wife's le£lures upon it in the middle of the 
grand parade \ and from the firft embarking of the 
Jearned in the difpute — to the doftor's finally failing 
away, and leaving the Stra/burghers upon the beach 
in diffrefs, is the Cata/la/is^ or the ripening of the 
wcidentsand pafiibns, for their burfting forth in 
the fifth aft. 

Tliis commences with the fetting out of die 
Stra/burghers )ix the Frankfort road, and terminates 
in unwinding the labyrinth, and bringing the hero 
(mt of a Aate of agitation (as Artflotk calls it) to a 
ftate of reft and quietnels. 

This, fays Hafen Slawkenhergtus^ conftitutet the 
Caiafirophe or Peripeitia of my tale— — afid that id 
the part of it I am going to relate. 

— We left the ftranger behind the JBii|ta|aaflcep 
-i.-he enters now upon the ft^ge. - j, v 

What doft thou prick up thy eara at?-^»^— ?Sf 

B4 
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nothing but a man upon a horfe was the laft 

word the ftranger uttered to his mulci It was not 
proper then to tell the reader, that the mule took 
his mafter^s word for it ; and without any more j/^ 
if andSi let the traveller and his horfe pafs by. 

The traveller was haftcntng with all diligence^ to 
j^et to Strajhurg that night — What a fool am I, faid 
the traveller to himfelf, when he had rode about a 
league ifarther, to thint of getting into Straflfurg this 

night— S/r^wrg'/ the great &f^«rg-, — Straf- 

burgy the capital of all Alfatia! Strajburgy an imperi- 
al city \ Sirajburgy a fovcreign ftate ! &tt a/burg^ gar- 
rifoned with five thoufand of the beft troops in all 
the world! — Alas-! if I was at the gates of Strajburg 
this moment, I could not gain aihnittance into it for 
a ducat — ^nay, a ducat and a half — ^*tis too much — 
better go back to the lail inn I have pai|ed— -*-than 

lie, I know not where or give, I know not 

what. The traveller, as he made thefe reflexions 
• in his mind) turned his horfe's head about, and 
three minutes after the ftranger had been conducted 
into his chamber, he arrived at the fame inn« 

^We have bacon in the houfe, feid the hoft, 

and bread — and till ekvcn o'clock this night had 

^hree eggs in it But a ftranger, who arrived an 

hour ago, has had them ^SirefFed into an omelet^ and 
we have nothing. — 

Alas! faid the traveller, harrafied as I am, I want 
nothing but a bed — I have one as foft as is in A^a-^ 
iia, faid the hoft. 

-—The ftranger, continued he, fbould have flept 
in itj for 'tis my beft bed^ btit upon the fcore of bis 
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nbfe**— He has got a defludion, faid the traveller 
—Not that I knowy cried the hoft — But 'tis a camp- 
bed| and ^acinta^ faid he, Idcfking towards the maid> 
iifiiagined there was not room in it to turn bis nofe 
in — ^Why fo ? cried the traveller,, darting back-^It 
is folong a nofe^ replied the hod — ^llie traveller fixed 
his eyes upon Jaeinta^ then upon the ground 
kneeled upon his right knee — ^had juft got his hand 
laid upon his bread — ^Trifle not with my anxiety^ 
faid he,rifing up agai n - ■ *Tis no trifle, hidyacitita^ 
*tis the mod glorious^nofe !^The traveller fell upon 
his knee again-**— laid his hand upon his bread—* 
Then, faid he, looking up to heaven, thou had coiv- 
'duAed me to the end of my pilgrimage — ^'tis DUgol 

The traveller was the brotherof the Julia^ fo dftca 
invoked that night by the dranger, as he rode from 
Strq/hurg upon hismole^^ and was come, on her 
part^ in queft of him.* He had aecompanied hi»< 
fider from Vgb^lid zcrotstht Pyrenean mountainsy 
ihro' Franuj and had manj an entangled fkein to 
wind off in purfuit of him, through ^e many me^» 
ders and abrupt turnings of a lover's thorny tracks* 

— ^/fii had funk under it ■■ -a nd had not been 
fble to go a ftep farther than to Lyons, where, with 
the many difquietudfes of a tender heart, which all 
laHk of-i.l.<^ut few feel^-i— 4he fickcnM, but had 
juft ftrength to write a letter to D/Vp?; and, having 
conjured her brother never to fee her face till he 
had found him out, and put the letter into his 
lunds, Julia took to her bed. 

F4rnandi% (fop that was her brother's name),— . 
though the camp-bed was as foft as any one in Al^ 
B J 
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face^ yet he could not fliut his eyes in it.- A» 

{bon as it was day, he rofe, and hearing Diego was 
rifen too, he entered his chamber, and difchargcd 
his fifter's commifBon. 

The letter was as follows : 

*^ Scig. DiEGo^ 
•< Whether my fufpicions of your nofe were juftly^ 
•^ excited or not 'tis not now to enquire — ^it it 
«« enough I have not had firauicfs to put them ta" 
«« farther trial. 

*♦ How could I know fo little of myfelf, when I 
•' fent my Duenna to forbid your coming more un» 
«' der my lettice ? or how could I know fo little of 
•* you, DiegOy as to imar^ine you would not have 
** ftaid one day^in Valadoltd to have given eafe ta 
, *« my doubts ? — ^Was^I to be abandoned, Dtego^ bc« 
** caufe I was deceived ? or was it kind to take me 
^ at my word, whether my fufpicions wc»e juft or 
« no, and leave me, as you did, a prey to much 
*« uncertainty tmd forrow ? 

«' In what manner yuJia has refented this — my- 
^ brother^ when he puts this letter into your hands^ 
^ will tell you: He w21 tell you in how few mo- 
<* mentv (he repented of the rafii meffige (he harf 
«« lent you — in what frantic hafte Oie flew to her 
^ lettice, and how many days and nights^ together 
w flic leaned immoveably upon her elbow, looking 
«« through it towards the way which Dkge was 
«• wont to con>e* 

«* He will tell you, when (he heard of your de- 
<* partuxe — how her fpirita dcfcrtcd her — bow her 
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•* heart ficken'd — how piteoufly (he moum'd — how 
•* long flie hung her head. O Diego! how many 
" weary fteps has my brother's pity kd me by the 
'< hand, languUhmg to trace out your's !^ how far 
•* has defire carried me beyond ftrength— and how 
« oft have I fainted by the way, and funk into his 
•* arms, with only power to cry out — O my Diego-' 
** If the gentlenefs of your carriage has not belied 
'< youi; heart, you will fy to me, almoft as fad as 

•' you fled firom me ^hafte as you wiH, you will' 

** arrive but to fee me expire. — ^"Fis a bitter draughti 
'< Diego, but cik ! 'tis embitter'd ftill more by dying 



She cotiM psoceed'no farther; 

Siawkenbergius fuppofes the word intended was 
miconvinced^hyit hex fttengtb would not enable her 
to finiih her leiten 

"the heart of the courteous Diego overflowed as 
he read the ktter^-he ordered his mule forthwith^ 
^nd Fernandezes horfe to be faddted y and as no vent 
in profe b equal to that of poetry in fuch confiidts 
— Chance, which as often direiHs us to remedies a; to 
iifeafis^ having thrown a piece of charcoal into the * 
window-^rJ^^o availed himfelf of it, and, whilft 
the o4fler was getting ready his mule, he eafed hia 
mind againft the wall as follows^ 

ODE. 

Uarjh and untuneful are the Tpjtes oflovt^ . 
Vnlefs my JuHaJlrikeT the kej^ 
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Her hand alone can touch the part^ 
Whofe dulcet move^ 

went charms the hearty 
And governs all the man with fympMthetk /wop. 

2d. 
Julia I 

The lines were very natural — for they were no- 
thing at all to the purpofe, fays Slawientergius, and 
'tis a pity there were no more of them 5 but whether 
k Mras that Seig. Diego was flow m compofing verfes 
or the oftler quick in laddHng mules is not 
averred ; certain it was, that Diego's mule and Fer-* 
nandez*s horfe were ready at the door of the inn, be* 
fore Diego was ready for his fecond ftanza; So with- 
out ftaying to finiih his ode, they bo^ mounted^ 
(allied forth, pafied the Rhine, trzverki' Al/acep 
fliaped their courfe towards Lyms, and before ^e 
Strajburghers and the abbcfs of ^edlingberg had 
let out on their cavalcade, had Fernandez^ Diego^ 
and his Julia crofied the Pyrenean mountaias^ aad 
got fafe to Faladolid. 

Tis needlefs to inform the geographical reader^ 
that when Diego was in Spain, it'was not poffible to 
meet the courteous ft ranger in the Frank^txo^ S 
it is enough to fay, that of all reftlefe defires, cu« 
riofity being the ftrongcft — the Stra/hurgbers felt the 
, full force of it ; and that for three days and nights 
they were toffed to and fro in the Frankfort road^ 
with the tempeftuous fury of this paflion, before^ 
they could fubmit to return home-^wbenj alas! ao 



Digitized 



by Google 



OP TRISTRAM •HANDY. 37 

nrent was prepared for them, of all others the mod 
grievous that could befal a free people. 

As this rerolution of the Strq/burgbers afi&irs is of- 
ten fpoken of, and little underftood, I will, in ten 
words, fays Slawkenherghis^ give the world an expb- 
^ nation of it, and with it pot an end to my tale. 

Every body knows of the grand fyftem of Uni- 
rerfal Monarchy, wrote by order of Monf.. Colberts 
and put in manufcript into the hands of Lewis the 
Fomteendi, in the year 1654. 

Tis as well known, that one branch out of man^ 
of that fyftem, was the getting poflfeffion oiStraJburg^ 
to favour an entrance at all times into Suabioy in or<^ 
der to difturb the quiet of Girmany — and that, tn- 
eonfequence of this plan, Strq/byrg unhappily fell 
at length into their hands. 

It is the ]^ of few to trace out the true fprings 
of diis ^nd fuch like revolutions^— —The vulgar 
look too high for them — Statefmen look too low— 
Truth (for once) lies in the middle. 

What a fatal thing is the popular pride of a free 
city ! cries one hiftorian — ^The Sitra/hurghers deem^ 
ed it a diminution of their freedom to receive ao 
imperial garrifon — fo fell a prey to a Frw^b one. 

The fate, iays another, of the Strajburghers^ may 
be a warning to all free people to fave their money. 
—They anticipated their revenues— brought thenW 
Selves under. taxes, exbaufted their ftrength, and in 
the end, became fo weak a people^ they had not 
ftrength to keep their gates fliut, and £:> the French 
puflied them open. 

Alas ! alas { cries Havfkenbergius^ 'twd$ m)t tho 
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iV^McA-— ^-*twa8 CURIOSITY puOied them ope n ' 
The Frmch^ ihtdeed, who are vf€i upon the catchy 
when they faw the ^rafindrghers^ men, women, and 
chSdten, all marched out to foHow die ftranger'^ 
Rofe— ^ach man followed his own, and marched in« 

Trade and mnnufiiAores hare decayed and gra^' 
dually grown down ever fiiice-—*-bttt not from any 
camfe which commercial heads have affigned ; for it 
is owing tathiaonly, that Nofes have everfo run 
iit their heads, that the Stra^rghers conld not foli* 
low their bufinefs. 

Alas I alas! cries 5£i«;iny^^^/«x, making an er- 
clamation ■ i t is not.the firft--*— and I fear will 
tiot he the laft fortrefs thai ha$ been cither woo-^ 
or loft by Nosss. 

The £m& of &lawi£fdiergws\ '^lb. 

CHAP. L 

Irv iT,R all this learning upon Nofes running per- 
petually inmy father's fancy ^with fo many fami^ 

]y prejudieet— -— and ten decades of fuch tates run- 
ning on for ever alpng with them— —how was it 

yoffible, with fuch exquifite ^Was it a true nofc?' 

«— that a man with fqch exquifite feelings as my fa- 
ther had» could bear the fiiock at all below ftairs^ 
or indeed above {^airs, in any other pofture tbai^ 
ibe very pofture I have diefcribed i 

T hrow yeurfelf down upon the bed, a dozen 
limes— -—taking care only to place a teoking-gJafs 
isft in, a chair oa one fide of it» b^re you do ijL— ^ 
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But was the ftranger's nofe a true nofe'^-or was it a 
faJfe one ? 

To tell that bdbcehsiiKl, Ma<laq», would be to do 
injury to one of the beft tales in the Chritiian world; 
ftnd that is the tenth of the tenth decade^ which inv- 
mediately follows AisT 

. This tale^ cried ^wkmhergius^ lomewhat exult- 
ingly:> has been refeired by me for the concluding 
4tale of my whole woric % knowing right woIH that 
when I {ball have told it, and my reader (liall have 
tead it through—'twould be even high time 
for both of us to Otut up the book ; inafmuch, con- 
tinues S/awkenitrgiuf^ as I know of no tak v^ch 
could poffibly ever go down after after iu 

— ^"Tis a tale indeed I 

This fets out with the fJrft interview in the inn at 
Zyonsy whg|» Fernandez kft the courteous ftranger 
and his fifter Julia alcme ia her chamber^ and is 
a!«cjrwritte% 

The iNTHKAaKS 
OF 

DkgomA Julia* 

Heavens \ thou art a ftrange cseature, Sh^wlem* 
kergius ! what a whimfical vi«w of the involutions 
of the heart of woman haft thou opened \ how this 
can ever be tranfbted !! and yet if this ipecimen of 
J&l^whenbergiu/^ talesj and the exquifitencfis of his 
moral (hould pleafe the world-^traoflated (hall a 
icouple of volumes be ^-^-^oflfir^ how this am ^v€r 
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be tranflatcd- into good Englifj^ I have no' fort of 
conception.— *— There feemd in fome paflagcs, to 
want a fixth fenfc to do it rightly — ^What can he' 
mean by a lambent pupilaWlity of flow, low, dry 
chat, five notes^ below the natural ttme, — —which 
you know, Madam, is little more than a whifperf 
The moment r pronounced the words, I could per-?- 
ccive an attempt towards a vibration in the ftringsf 
about the regionof the Heart. — ^Thc brain made no 
acknowledgment. — ^There's oTtfenr^no good under^ 

Handing betwixf 'em. 1 felt as^ if 1 underftooif 

it. — ^I had no ideas. — ^The movement could not be^ 
without caufe. — ^I'm loft. I can make nothing of 

it, unlefs, may it pleafe your worships, the voice* 

in that tafe being little more than a whifper, una* 
voidably forces the eyes to approach, not only with- 
in fix inches of each other — ^but to look into tHe 
pupils — ^is not that dangerous?— but it can't be »* 
voided-r-for to look up to the ceiling in that cafe^ 
the two chins unavoidably meet — and to look down 
into each others lap, the foreheads come into im-* 
mediate conta£l, which at once puts an end to the 
conference — ^I mean to the fentimental part of it. 
What is left, Madam, is not worth ftooping 
for. 

CHAP. II. 

My father lay ftretched acrofe the bed, as fl 31 as if 
the hand of death had pufhed him down, for a full 
hour and a half befoie he began to play upon the 
iioor with the toe of that foot which hung over tb« 
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Jied-fidc J my uncle Toifs heart was a.pound light- 
er for it.— —In a few moments^ his left band, the 
knuckles of which had all the time reclined upon 
the handle of the chamber-pot, came to its feeling 

^he diruft it a lltcle more within the yalance— - 

drew up his hand^ when he had done, into his bo- 

fom — ^gave a hem? ^My good uncle 7i^, with 

infinite pleafure, anfwered it, and full gladly would 
have ingrafted a fentence of confolation upon the 
opening it afforded; but having no tsdents, as I 
faid, that way, and fearing moreover that he might 
fet out with fomethmg which might make a bad 
matter worfe, he contented himfelf wkh refting 
his^ dun placidly upon the crols of bk crutch. 

Now, whether the compreffion ihortened my 
uncle Sl^j^'sface into a more pleafuraWe oval— —-or 
that the philanthropy of hia heart, in feeing his 
brother beginning to emerge out of the fea of his 
afflidlions, had braced up his mufcles,— -— fo tha( 
the compreffion upon his chin only doubled the be- 
nignity which was there before, is not hard to de- 
cide. — My father, in turning his eyes was ftruck 
with fuch a gleam of fun-fhine in his face, as melt- 
ed down the fullennefa'of his grief in a moment. 

lie broke filence as follows* 

CHAP, IIL 

Din ever man, brodier To^y^ cried my father, raif- 
ing himfelf upon his elbow, and turning himfelf 
round to the oppofite fide of the bed where my 
imcle Tody was fitting in his oW fringed chair, with 
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bis chia reding upon his crutch — did ever a poor 
unfortunate man, brother iloty^ cried my father, re- 
ceive fo many laflies ? — the mod I ever faW given^ 
quoth my vmchcToiy^ (ringing the beli at the bed'& 
tiead for Trim) was to a grenadier> T chink, in- 
M^Kaf& regiment. 

— Had my uncle Tohy (hot a bullet through mjr 
fathcr*s hear(, he could not have fallea dovrn,wil^^ 
his nofe upon the q^ilt more fuddenly. 

Blefs me ! faid my uncle To^ 

CHAP. IV. 

Wa» it Af«JCijy's regiment, quoth my uncfe Tolf^ 
where the poor grenadier was fo unmercifully^ 
whipped at Bruges about the ducats ?-^^0 Cfariil! 
he was innocent I cried Trhn^ with a deep (igh.-«-«^ 
And he was whlppM, may it pleafe your honour^ 
ailmoft to death's door. — They had better have fliot 
bim outfight, as he begg'd, and' he bad gone dire£^ 
ly to heaven, for he ^af as innocent as your honour- 
«--I thank thee. Trim, quoth my uncle Toby, I ne«* 
ver think of his, continued 7>/i», and my poor bro^ 
thcr Tottt's misfortunes, for we were alfthree fchool- 
fellows, but I cry like a coward. — ^Te^s are no prooT 
of cowardice, 7V/«i> — ^I drop them oft-times myfelfi 
cried my uncle Toby-— I hmyw your honour docs, re- 
plied 3V/i«, and fo am not afhamed of it myfelf.— 
But to think, may it pleafe your honour, con]tinued 
Trim^ a tearfteaiing into the corner of his eye as he 
fpoke — ^to think of two virtuous lad«> with hearts as 
warm in their bodies^ and as honed as God could 
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fnaiee tbeni'— ^he children of honeft people, going 
forth witfai gallant {pirkt to feek their fortunet in the 

world ^and falHitto fuck eyi1»! poor. Tcmf to be 

tortured upon a rack for nodiing — ^but marrying a 

Jew's widow who fold faufages ^honeft Dick 

ffohftJin*s foul to be fcourged out of his body for die 
ducats another man put into his knapfack 1^-^ !— • 
'^hefe are misfortunes, cried Trimf pulling out hi» 
handkerchief — ^thefe are misfortunes, may it pleafe 
your honour, worth lying down and crying OYcr. 

— My father could not help blufhing. 

— ^Twould be » pity, Trim^ quoth my uncle 
Toijff thou ihould'ft ever feel forrow of thy awn,— « 
thou (ctlcW it fo ten4efly for ethers. — Alack-o-day^ 
replied the corporal, brightening up his face*-your 
honour knows I have neither wife or child — ^I can 
have no finnows in tha» world. — My father could not 
help fmiling.-^As few as any man, Trimj replied mf 
uncle Tdy / nor can I fise how a fellow of thy light 
heart ean fufir, but from the diftrefs of poverty 
in thy old age-*— when thou art pad aU fervicesf 
Tfim f 1 1 and haft outlived thy friends — An' pleafe 
your honour, never fear, replied Trim cheerily.— 
Dut I would have thee never fear, Trim, replied my 
uncle Tody; and th^^efore, continued my uncle Tcfy 
throwing down his crutch, and getting up upon his 
legs as he uttered the word /A^f^r^— in recoHsr 
penfe, TiriVv, of thy long fidelity to me^ and thstt , 
goodnefs of thy heart I have had fuch proofs o£<— » "^^ 
whilil thy mafter is worth a fliilling — thou fhalt ne- "" 
ver aik eliewhere. Trim, for a penny. Trim at- 
tempted to thank. my untie liiiy?-— ^but had^not 
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yower<—— tears trkklc* down his cheeks fcifter than- 
be could wipe them off. — ^He hid his hands upon 

bis bread made a bow to the groundi and fliut 

the door. 

—I have left Trhn my bowling-greeir, cried'my 
uncle Toiy — My father fmiled. — 1 have left hiitr 
noreoter a penfion» continued my uncle 9^j.— »- 
My father looked gr^ve*- 

CHAP. V. 

is this a fit time> faid my father to bimfelf^ to tdM^ 
of ?£MsioMs and grshadieiu I 

CHAP. vr. 

VV HEN my uncle Toij^ firft mentioned' the gitna^ 
dier> fny fatKer, Ifatd, fell doMOi with his nofe flat^ 
to the quilt, and as fuddenly as if my^uncle Toby had 
fliot him r but it was not addcdy. diat every other 
limb and member of my father inftantly relapfed 
with his nofe into die f^me precife attitude in which 
he lay firft defcribed; fo that vjrhen Corporal jTriW* 
kft the roomi and my father found himfelf difpofed 
to rife oflF the bed, — he had all the little preparatory 
movements to run over again, before he could do it; 
Attitudes are nothing, Madaro^ — 'tis the tranfition 
from one attitude to another— —like the prepara- 
tion and rcfolution of the difcord into harmony, 
which is »11 in all. 

For which reafon my: father played' the fame jig 
0ver again with his toe upon the floor— puihcd the 
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cliairfbertpot (till a Ittde farther within th^ valanee-^ 
gave a hem — raifed himfelfiup upon his elbow— and 
was juft beginning to addrefs himfelf to my uncle 
^oby^^^ — when recoUcAing ^the unfuccefsfubi^ft of 
Jiis firft efibrt in, that attitude, ■ - h e got iip upon 
his legs, and in making the third turn acrofs the. 
jroom, he (lopped ibort htforc nq uncle Tohy ; and 
laying, the three firft fingers of his right hand in^the 
^alm of his left, and ftodping a little^ he addrefied 
immfeif .to my uncl<e Toby ^follows: 

tCHAP. yn. 

W^HENlrefleft,broth^TV*y, upon man, and take 
a view of that dark fide ef him which rej}refcnt8 hit 

Jife as open toXo many caufes of trouble jwhen I 

jConfider, brother Toby, how oft we eat the bread of 
afflifti©n,,and that we are born to it, as to the pdJ^. 

jtion of pur inhcritance-« -I was born to nothings 

.quoth my uncle Tqhyy interrupting Axy father rr 

,but my.commiiSon. Zooks!. fgid my farther, di4 
not my uncle leave you an hundred and twenty 
.poutids a-year ? What could Thavc done without it? 
replied py uiicle Tpby — — ^Thatls another concern^ 
ifaid my father teftily — But I fay, Tfihy^ when one 
ffuns over tlie catalogue of ^11 the crofs reckonings 
and forrqwful //^;»/.with which the heart pf jpaan is 
overcharged, 'tis wonderful by what hidden .re^our- 
.ces the mind is enabled to {land out, and be^ it« 
ielf up as it does, againft the impofitions laid upon 
our nature,— —'Tis by the afliftance of Aknighty 
dppd; cried my uncle Toby<^ looking up, ^p4 p^^Qg 
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die palms of his hands clofe together— -—*'tis no€ 

fh)m our own Rrength, brother Shandy a centi« 

nel sn a m^oden centry-boxy might as well pretend 
to ftand it out agamd a detachment of fifty men— 
we are upheld by the grace and the affiftance of the 
bcft of Beings. 

■ > That is cutting the knot, faid my father, m- 
Aead of untying it — ^But give me leave to lead you» 
briber Toiy^ a little deeper into the myftcry. 

With all my heart, replied my uncle Toby, 

My father inflantly exchanged the attitude he was 
in, for that in which Socrates is fo finely painted by 
Rnphaely in his fchool of Athens \ which your con- 
noiiTeurihip knows is fo exquiiitely imagined, that 
even the particular manner of the reafoning of So-' 
xrates is expreffed by it for he holds the fore- 
finger of his left hand between the fore-finger aiid 
the thumb of his right, and feems as if he were fay- 
ing to the libertine he is reclaiming, " Tou grant 

•• sne this — and this ; And this, and this, I don't 

« alk of you' — ^they follow of themfelves in courfe/* 

Sq flood my father, holding fall his fore-finger 
betwixt his finger and his thumb, and reafoning 
with my uncle Toby aS he f:^t in his old fringed 
chair, valaticed around with party-coloured worded 
bobs. — O Garrick! — what a rich fcen^ of this would 
thy exquifite powers make 1 and how gladly would 
I write fuch another, to avail myfelf of thy immor- 
tality, and fecure my own behind it. 
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CHAP. VIIL 

Though man u, of all otliers, the mod curious 
▼chicle, faid my father, yet, at the fame time, 'tis 
of fo flight a frame, and fo totteringly put together, 
ihat the fudden jerks, and hard joftlings, it unavoid- 
ably meets with in this rugged journey, would ovcr- 
ftt and tear it to pieces a dozen tiniCs a-day — was it 
not, brother To^y^ that there is a fecret fpring with* 
in us — Which fpring, faid my uncle Tobyy I take to 

be religion. Will that fet my child's nofe on ? 

cried my father, letting go his finger, and ftriking 
one hand againft the other. — It makes every thing 
ftraight for us, anfwered my uncle Toby. ^Figu- 
ratively fpeaking, dear Tohy^ it may, for aught I 
know, faid my father ; but the fpring I am fpeaking 
of, is that great and elaftic power within us, of 
counterbalancing evil, which, like a fecret fpring in 
a well-ordered machine, though it can't prevent the 
Aock — at leafl: it impofes upon our fenfe of it* 

Now, my dear brother, faid my father, replacing 
tiis fore finger, as he was coming clofer to the point 

■ h ad my child arrived fafe into the world, un» 

martyr'd in that precious part of him ^fanciful 

and extravagant as I may appear to the world in myf 
opinion of Chrittian names, and of the magic bias, 
vrhich good or bad names irrefiftably imprefs upon 

our chara£ters and conduct,-; Heaveh is witncfs! 

that in the warmeft tranfports of my wifhcs for the 
profpcrity of my child,! never ooce wifhed to crowu 
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his head with more glory and honour, than what 
Geor<;b or Ed'ward would have fpread around it. 
But, alas ! continued my father, a« the greateft 
evil has befall'n him — ^I muft counteraA and undo 
it with the greateft good. 

He (hall be chriftened Trifnugifius^ brother. 

I wilh it may anfwer — ^rcplie<l my uncle Tobj^ 
rifing up. 

CHAP. IX 

VV HAT a chapter of chances, faid my father, turn* 
ing himfelf about upon the firft landings as he and 

my uncle 7ohy were going down ftairs what a 

long chapter of chances do the events of this world 
lay open to u« 1 Take pen and ink in hand^ brother 

^dhy^ and calculate it fairly 1 know no more of 

calculation than this ballufter, faid my. uncle Tohy^ 
(ftriking fliort of it with his crutch, and hitting my* 
father a defperate blow foufe upon his Ihin-bone.)— 
Twas an hundred to one— cried my uncle Ti/y— 
I thought, quoth my father, (nibbing his (hin) yott . 
had known nothing of calculations, brother 7<>3y.— - 

Tis a mere chance, faid my uncle 7ohy» Then 

it adds one to the chapter — ^replied my father. 

The double fuccefs of my father's repartees tick- 
led off the pain of his fliin at once ^it was well 

it fo fell out — (jchancei again)^ — qt the world to 
this day had never known the fubje^ of my father's 
calculation — to guefs it — ^there was no chance.—— 
What a ludky chapter of chances has this turned 
ouu! for it has ^t6. jne the trouble* of writing one 
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exprefs and in truth, I have cn.^ugh already upon 

my hands without it Have not I promifed the 

world a chapter of knots ? two chapters upon the 
right and the wrong end of a woman ? a chapter 
upon whiikers ? a chapter upon wiflies ? — a chapter 
of nofcs?— No, I have done that — a chapter upon 
my uncle Tohy^s modefty ? co fay nothing of a chap- 
ter upon chaptefs, which I will finifh before I flr p 
^By my great grandfather^s whi&crs, I ftiaii ne- 
ver get half of 'em through this year. 

Take pen and ipk in hand^ and calculate it fairly, 
brother ^oty, faid my father, and it will turn out a 
million to one, that of all the parts of the body, 
the edge of the forcceps fhould have the ill luck jufl; 
to fall upon and break down that one part, which 
Ihould break down the fortunes of our houie witji 

it. 

It might have been worfe, replied my uncle To^y. 

n — I don*t comprehend, faid my father Suppofe 

the hip had prefented, replied my uncle 7^?^;;, as 
Dr. Slop fore^»oded. 

My father reflefted half a minute — looked dowu 

tQjiched the middle of his forehead flightly 

with his finger 

-—True, faid he. 

. CHAP. X- ' 

Is it not a fliame to make two chapters of what 
pafled in going down one paii of ftairs i for we arc 
got no farther yet than to the firft landing ^ and 
there are fifteen more fteps down to the bottom i 
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ana, for aught I know, as my father and my uncle 
Toby arc in a talking humour, there may be as ma- 
ny chapters as Heps : ^let that be as it will, Sir, 

I can no more help it than my deftiny : — a fuddeft 
impulfe comes aciofs me— Drop the curtain, Shaf^ 

^I drop it Strike a line here acrofs the pa* 

per, Trrflrata- ^I ftrike it ^and hey for a new 

chapter! 

The duce of any other rule hare I to govern my^ 
fclf by in this affair— and if I had one— as I do all 
things out of all rule— I would twift it and tear it 
to pieces, and throw it into the fire when f had 

^one Am I warm? I am, and the caufe de- 

imands it— a pretty ftory ! Is a ftian to follow rules 
.., or rujes to follow him ? 

New Ais you muft know, being my chapter up- 
joti chapters, which 1 promifed to write before I 
went to'tteep, I thought it meet to eafe my con^ci- 
Itnce entirely before I lay down, by telling the world 
all I knew about the matter at once : Is not this ten 
times better than to fet out dogmatically with a fen- 
tentious parade of wifdom, and telling the world a 
ftory of a roafted horfe— that chapters relieve the 
jnind that they affift— or impofe upoh the ima- 
gination—and that in work, of this dramatic caft 
they are as neceffary as the fhifting of fcenes— 
with fifty other cold conceits, enough to cxtinguiOi 

the fire which ^oafted him. O I but to under- 

ftand this, which is a puflT at the fire of Dtana'^ 
temple— you mutt read Longinus-^ttzd away— If 
you are not a jot the wifer by reading him the fir^ 
iim over— never fear— read him aj^ain— -^vi. 
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^nma and Liatm read Artftijdi% metaphyfics forty 
times thro^h a piece, and never underftood a finglc 
^w!ord-^BuC mark the coofequence — Avlcenna turn- 
ed out a dcfperatc writer at all kinds of writing — 
tot he wrote books de omnifcribili ; and for Licetut 
(Forttmk) though all the world knows he was bom 
a foetus*, of no more than five inches and a half 
in lengthy yet he grew to that aftonifhing height in 
Ikeraturei as^ to write a book with a title as long as 

* Ce Fatui n*etoit pas pbt grand que la paume At la main; 
mais (oB pere la'yans examine en qualite de Medkin, & ayaat 
ftrouve que c*etok queique chofe de plus qa on Embryon, le fit 
tranfporter tout vhrant a Rapallo, ou U Ic fit yoir a Jesome Bardf ' 
& a d'autres Me jcin« dulien. On trouva qu*il ne lui manquoit 
xien d*eflentiel a la Tie; & fon pere, pofur £ure voir un efifai de fon 
experience, entrepit d'adiever le ouvrage de la Nature, & de tra* 
vaUIer a la fi>naation ^e TEnfant a^ec le meme artifice que celui 
dont on fe fert pour (aire eccloire let Poulets en EgTpte. 11 in* 
ftruifir une Nourijle de tOHte ce qu*eUe avoit a fiaire, 9i ayant fait 
tnettre fbn fils dan« un pour proprement accommode, il reufilt a ' 
Telever & a kti faire prendre fes accroifiemens neceffiures, par 
runifonnite d*une chaleur etrangere mefuree exadement fur lea 
4egre8 4^un Thermometre, ou d*un autre inftrument equivalent. 
(Vide Mich. Giuftiniao, ne gli Scritt. Liguri a Cart. 113. 488.) 

On auroit toujours etc tre» fatisfait de rinduHrie d*un pere fi ex* 
perimente dans TArt de la Generation, quand il n^auroit pu pro- 
longer la Tie a fion fil que pour quelques mois, ou pour peu d*aa» 
iie«s. 

Mais quand on fe reprefeate que le'Enfimt a vecu pres de quatre* 
'vingts ans, & qu*il a compofe quatre-vingts Ouvrages different 
tous fruits dHme kmgue kdure — ^il £aut convenir que tout ce qui 
eft incrwyable n'eft pas toujours faux, & qu£ la Fr^ipMblatue u^ 
p<u tmijmirt du e%t€ dg la Perite. 

11 n*^voit que dix ncuf ans lorfqu*il compofa Gonopfychanthro* 
pologia de Origine Aniaue Hvmanas. 

(Les Enfimt celebres,* rcvus & corrigcs par M. de la Monnovc 
de TAcadcBiie Francoiic.} ^ t 
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himfelf — the learned know I mean his Gonopfyehan* 
thropologia upon the origin of the human foul. 

So much for my chapter upon chapters, which I 
hold to be the beft chapter in my whole work ; and, 
take my word, whoever reads it, is full as w ell em* 
ployed^ as in picking draws, 

CHAP. XI. 

/We {hall bring, all things to rights, faid my father, 
fetting his foot upon the 6rft ftcp from the landing. 
^This Trifmegiftus^ continued my father, draw- 
ing his leg back, and turning to my uncle Toby — was 
the greateft (Toby) of all earthly beings — he. was the 
greateft king-r— the greateft lawgiver— the great- 
eft philofopher ami the greateft prieft — and en* 

^Jneer — faid my uncle Toby. 

— In courfe, faid my father. 

CHAP. XII, 

'—And how does your miftrefs ? cried my father, 
taking the fame ftep over agai^ from the landing, 
^nd calling to Sufannahy vJvornhe few paffing by the 
foot of the ftairs with a huge pincufliion in her hand 

' ^how does your rnlftrefs ? As well, faid Sufan-- 

nahy tripping by, but without looking up, as can be 
iexpeaed^What a fool am I ! faid my father draw- 
ing his leg back again— let things be as they will, 
brother Tohy, 'tis ever the precife anfwer— And how- 
ls the child, pray?— No anfwer. And where is Dr. 
^loji? added my father, raifing his vmc^bji|, ^^4 
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looking over the ballufters — Sufannab was out of 
hearing. 

Of all the riddles of a married life, faid my father| 

crofling the landing, in order to fet his back againft 

the Wall, whilft he propounded it to my uncle Toby 

of all the puzzling riddles, faid he, in a married 

ftate, of which you may truft me, brother Tohyy 

there are more afles loads than all Job\ (lock of afles 
could "have carried — there is not one that has more. 
intrlcaciesin it than this that^ from the very» mo- 
ment the miftrefs of the houfe is brought t* bed^. 
erery female in it, from my lady's gemtlcwoman 
down to the cinder wench, becomes an Inch taller. 
for it ; and give themfelvcs more airs upoathat fin* 
gle inch, than all their other inches put together. , 

I think, rather, replied my uncle Toby^ that 'tis we 
who fink an inch lower. — ^If I meet but a womaa 
with child-^I do it — ; — 'Th a heavy tax upon that 
half of our fellow-creatures, brother Shandy ^ faid my^ 
uncle Toby — 'tis a piteous burden upon 'em, conti-. 
nued he, ihaking his head. — Yes^, yes, 'tis a painful 
thing — faid my father, (baking his head too— —but 
certainly, (ince ihaking of beads came into fafhion, 
never did two heads (hake together, in coxicert, frqn% 
two fuch different fprings. 

God blefsl ^'em dl— — faid my uncle T^^.aid 

Duce take 5 my father, each to himfelf. 

CHAP.XIIL; 

iioLLAf you chairman f — ^here's fixpcncc— — i 

4o Aep into that bookfeller's (hop and call me a dof^ 
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ta/I critic* I am very willing to give any one of *cm 
a crown to holp mc with his tackling, to get my fa- 
ther and my uncle Toly off the ftairs, and to put them 
to bed. 

■ ' Hs even high time; for except a (hort nap, 
which they both got whilft Trim was boring the 

jack-boots and which, by the by, did my father 

no fort of good, upon the fcore of the bad hinge— 
they have not clfe (hut their eyes fincc nine hours 
before the time that Dr. S/cp was led into the back 
parlour in that dirty pickle by Oba£ab. 

Was every day of my life to be as bufy a day as 
this, — and to take up — Truce— 
' I will not finifh that fentence till I hare made an 
obfervation upon the ftrange (late of afiairs between 
the reader and myfelf, juft as things ftand at prefent 
^-an obfervatian never applicable befote to any one 
biographical writer fince the creation of the world, 
but to myfelf — and I believe will never bold good to 
any other, until its final deftruction— and there- 
fore, for the very novelty of it alone, it muft be 
worth your worfhips atteiKiing to. 

I am this month one whole year older than I was 
diis time twelvemonth ^ and having got, as you per* 
ceive, almoft into the middle of my third volume* 
■ a nd no farther than to my firit day's life — 'tis 
demonftrative that I have three hundred and (ixty- 
four days more life to write juft now, than when I 
firil fet out \ fo that inftead of advancing, as a com* 
mon writer in my work, with what I have been do* 

* According t» the preceding EdUionib 
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ing at It— ron the contrary, I am juft thrown fo many 

Tblume^ back Was every day of my life to be aa 

bufy a day as this — And why not ? and the tranG- 
aftions and opinions of it to take up as muciv de» 
fcription— and for what reafon Ihould they be cut 
feort? as at this rate I fbould ju(t live 364 times 

faftcr than I Ihould write it mnW follow, an? 

pleafe your worlhips, that the more I write, the 

more I n>all have to write^ and confequently, the' 

more your worfliips read, the more'your worfhip* 
will have to read 

Win this be good for your worfliips eyes ? 
It will c'o well for mine % and, was it not that nif 
Ofinioi^s will be the death of me, I perceive I fhall 
lead a fine life of it out of thjs felf-fame life of mine i 
or, ia other words, iliall lead a couple of fine Uvea' 
logethen- 

As for the propolal of twelve voIumcs^ » year, oV 
a volume a month, it no way alters my prolpe£fc'— '^— * 
wtkt as I wiil, aed rufli as I may into the middle 
of things, zs Horace advifes— ^ — I fliall never overtake 

myfelf whipp'd and drjven to the laft pinch,, at 

the word I ihall have one day the ftart of my pea 

^and one day is enough, for twa volumes—^ 

and two volumes will be enough for one year- 
Heaven profper the manuia£lurers of paper under 
this propitious reign^ which is now open'd to us— 
as I trull its providence will profper every thing elfe 
in it that is taken in hand^ — — 

As for the propagation of Geefc ^I give myfelf 

no concern — ^Nature is all-bountiful — ^I fhall never 
want tools to work. with. 

C4 
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— So then, friend !• you have got my father and 
my uncle Tol^y oflf the ftairs, and feen them to bed? 

— And how did you manage it ? You dropp'd 

a curtain at the flair's foot — I thought you had no 
other way for it — Here's a croy^n for your trouble. 

CHAP. XIV. 

'*— Jl HEN reach, me my breeches off the chair, faid 
my father to Sufannah — ^Thcre is not a moment's 
time to drefs you. Sir, died Sufannah ^ih^ child is 
as black in the face as my ■ As your what ? 

faid my father ; for, like all orators, he was a dear 
fearcher into comparifons — Blefs me, Sir, faid Su* 

fannahy the child's iri a fit And.where's Mr. 

Torick ? — Never where he fhould be, faid Sufannah^ 
but his curate's in the dreffing room, with the child 

upon his arm, waiting for the name and my 

miftrefs bid me run as faft as I could to know, as 
Captain Shandy is the godfather, whether it fiiould 
not be called after him. 

Were one fure, faid my father to himfelf, fcratch- 
ing his eye-brow, that the child was expiring, ione 
might as well compliment my brother Toby as not — 
and 'twould be a pity in fuch a cafe, to throw away 

fo great a name as Trifmegijlus upon him But 

he may recover. 

No, no- faid my father, to Sufannah^ I'll get 

up 1 here's no time, cried Sufannah^'tht child's 

as blaclt as my flioe. Trifmegijlus^ faid my father — > 
But flay — thou art a leaky veflel, Sufannah^ added 
xny fathers can'ft thou carry Trifmegiflus in thy 
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head the length of the gallery without fcattering ? 
— Can I ? cried Sufatmaht ffiiitting the door in a 
huff— If fhc can, Pil be fhot, faid n^ father, boun- 
cing out of bed in the dark,, and groping for his 
breeches.^ 

Sufannah ran with all fpeed along the gallery. 

My father made all poiEble fpeed to find hia 
breechesv 

Sufannah got theftart, and krept it^ 'Th.7ns-^\ 

f©methiiig, cried Sufannah There is no Chriftian; 

name in the world, faid the curate, beginning with ' 

3>/> but Trtftranu Then 'tis Trjfiram'gijius^^ 

q^oth Sufannah. 

There is no gijlus to it, noodle ! — ^'tis my own 
name replied the curate, dipping his hand as he* 

Ipoke into the bafon Trtftram ! faid he, &c. &c- 

&c. &c. So Trijlram was I called, and Triflram 

ftall I be to the day of my death. 
. M y father followed Sufannah with his night- 

gown acrois his arm, with nothing more than his 
breeches on, fattened, thro' hafte, with but a fingle 
button, and that button, through hafte, thruft only 
balf into the button-hole.> 

— She hais not forgot the name ? cried my ftther^. 
£alf opening the door N o, no, faid the curate^ 
with a tone of intelligence — ^And the child is better,, 
cried Sufannah^^And how does your miftrefs ? As 
well, faid Sufannah ^ as can be expefted. — ^Pifh ! faid 
my father, the buaon of his breeches flipping out of 
the buttonhole — ^fo that, whether the interje.ftion 
was levelled at Sufannah^ or the button-hole,—— 
whether pifli was an interjeftion of contempt, or axx 
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intcrjeaion of modcfty, is a doubt, and muft be a 
doubt» till I fliall have time to write the three fol- 
lowing favourite chapters, that is my chapter of 
ehamher'fnaids — my chapter of /^^j-^-and my chap* 
ter of hutton-hoUs* 

AH the light I am able to give the reader at pre« 
fent is this, that the moment my father cried Pifli! 

he whiik'd himfelf about ^and with his breeches 

held up by one hand, and his night-gown thrown 
acrofs the arm of the other, he returned along tibe 
gallery to bed^ fomething flowed than he came. 

CHAP. XV. 

I WISH I couI(] write a chapter upon fleep. A fitter 
^ccafion could never have prefented itfelf, than what 
this moment offers^ when all the curtains of the fa- 
mily are drawn — the candles put out ■ and no 
creature's eyes are open but a fingle one, for the 
other has been fbut thefe twenty years, of my mo- 
ther's nurfe. 

It is a fine fubjeA ! 

And yet, as fine as it is, I would undertake to 
^xxXa a dozen chapters upon button-holes, both 
quicker and with more fame than a fingle chapter 
Upon. this. ' 

Button- holes ! — ^there is fomethiog lively in the 

•^eryiJeaof *em ^and truft me, when Iget amongft 

'^m— — ^You gentry with great beards — —look as 
§rave as you will — V\^ ma^;e merry work with my 
button-Jiolcs 1 {hall have 'em all to myfclf— 'tis a 
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ma^n fubjcft — ^I ftiall run foul of no man's wlfJoru. 
or fine fayings in it. 

But for fleep — ^I know I (hall make nothing of ife 
licfbrc I begin' — I am nodab at your fine fayings in 

the firft place and in the next, I cannot for 

my foul fet a grave face upon^a bad'matter, and tell 
the world'— 'tis the refuge of the unfortunate — the 
cnfranchifement of the prifoner^ — the downy lip of 
the hopeleft, the weary, and the broken hearted^; 
nor could I fet out with a lie in my mouth> By af- 
firming, that, of all the foft and delicious fiinftions 
of our nature, by which the great Author of it, in 
his bounty, has been pleafed to recompence the fuf- 
ftrings wherewith his juQice and his good pleafure 
has wearied us — that this is- the chiefeft' (I know 
pleafures worth ten of it) or what a happihefs it is 
to map^ when the anxieties and paflibns of the day 
are over, and he lies down upon his back, that his 
foul (hall be fofeated within him, that, whichever 
way. (he turns her eyes, the heavens (hall look calm 
and fwcct above her, — no defire — or fear— or doubt 
that troubles the air, nor any difBculty paft, prefent, , 
. or to come, that the imagination may not pafs over. 
without offince, in that fweet fecqflion; 

« God's ble(Iing,, faid' Sarjcho Pan^ia, be: 

•• upon the man who ' firft invented this felf-rfamc 

<* thing calkd flcep^ ^itr covers a man all over like 

«< a cloak," Now, there is more to me in thisj and 
it fpeaks warmer, to my heart and affcftions, than all : 
tb» diflcrtations fqueez'd out of'theJicads of. the 
learned together upon the fubjecl. 
C6, 
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— ^Not that I altogether difapprovc of what Mon» 
iaigne advances upon it — ^'tis admirable in its way — 
(I quote by memory.) 

The world enjoys other pleafures, fays he, as they 
do that of flecp, without tailing or feeling it as it 
flips and paffes by — ^We {hould fludy and ruminate 
upon it; in order to render proper tlianks to him who 
grants it to us — ^for this end, I caufe myfelf to be 
difturbed in my fleep, that I may the better and 

more fenfibly rclifli it ^And yet I fee few, fays he 

again, who live with lefs fleep when need requires; 
my body is capable of a firm, but not of a violent 
and fudden agitation — I evade, of late, all TtntBaL 

exercifes — ^I am never weayy with walking ^but 

from my youth, I never liked to ride upon pave- 
ments. I lore to lie hard, and alone, and even 
without my wife — ^This laft word may ftagger the 
faith of the world — but remember, <« La Vraifcm- 
•< blance (as Bay/e hys in the affair of Liceii) n'eft 
«* pas toujours du Cote de la Verite." And fo 
much for fleep. 

CHAP. XVI. 

If my wife will but venture him — brother Toby, 
Trifrtegt/lus fliall be drefs'd and brought down to 
us, Vhilft you and I are getting our breakfafts to- 
gether. 

— Go tell Sufannah^ Ohadiah^ to ftep here. 

She is run up flairs, an fwered Ohadiah^ this very 
inftant, fobbing and crying, and wringing her hahds^ 
as if her heart would Weak, — 
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We fliall have a rare month of it, faicf my father, 
tuf ning his head from Obadiah, and looking willfully 

in my uncle Tob/s face for fome tinie ^we fhali 

have a devilifli month of it, brother Tohy, faid my fa- 
ther, fetting his arms a-kimbo and fhaking his head i 
fire, water, women, wind — brother Tol?y I — ^Tis 

fome misfortune, quoth my uncle Tohy That 

it is, cried my father to have fo many janing 

elements breaking loofe, and riding triumph in eve- 
ry comer of a gentleman's houfe Little boots 

it to the peace of a* family, brother Ti^;?, that you 
and I poflefs ourfclves, and fit here filent and un- 
moved — whilft fuch a ftorm b whiftling over our 

heads. ' 

■ ■ — And what's the matter, Sufannah ? — ^They 

have called the child Tr'ijlram — and my miftrefs is 

juft got out of an hyfteric fit about it ^No ! — 

'Tis not my fault, faid Sufannah — I told him it was 

Trijlram-gi/ius. 

Make tea for yourfelf, brother Tohy^ faid my fa- 
ther, taking down his hat — ^but how different from 
the fallies arid agitations of voice and members 
which a common reader would imagine ! 

For he fpake in the fweeteft modulation 

and took dovva his hat with the genteeleft move- 
ment of limbs, that ever afiliflion harmonized and 
attuned together. 

Go to the bowling-green for corporal Trim^ 

faid my uncle Tohy^ fpeaking to Obadiah as foon as 
my father left the room. 
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CHAP. XVIL. 

MThen the misfortune of my NbsE fellfo Keaviljf^^ 
upon my father's head; — the reader remembers^ that 
he walked ihftantly up flairs, and'caftrhimfelf down' 
upon his bed ; and: from hence; un!efs he has a great 
infight into Human nature, he wi)l<be apt to expert 
a rotation of the fame afeending and' defoending. 
movements flrom him, upon &is mtsfoitttne of mjf 
Name ;— -ro. 

' The different weight, dear Siir^ — nay, evcli the^ 
different package of two vexations of the fame: 
weight — makes a very wide difference in our man* 
ncrs of bearing and getting through with them. — 
It is not half an hour ago, when (in the great hurry 
and precipitation of a poor devil's writing for daily, 
bread) I threw a fair flieet, which I had jiifl: finifli*^- 
cd, and carefully wrote out, flag into the fire, in— 
ftead of the foul one. 

Inftantly I fnatch'd ofFmy wig, and threw it pei»- 
pendicularly, with all imaginable violence, upothc^^ 
top of tlic room — ^Indeed I caughr it as* it fell — 
but there was an end of the matter; ror do I thinkc 
any thing elfe in Nature would have given fuch im- 
mediate cafe: She, dear Goddcfsj by an inftanta- 
fleous impulfe, in all provoking cafes ^ determines us 
to a fally of this or th it member — or elfe (he thrjfts> 
us into this or that place, or pofture of* body, we 
know not why — But mark, Madam, we live amongi^ 
riddles and myftcrit s — the moft obvious things which 
come in our way, have darlc lidcs, which the quick- 
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eft fight cannot penetrate intp ; and even the clear* 
eft and moft exalted onderftandings amongft us find 
ourfelves puzzled and at a lofs in ahnoft every 
cranny of nature's works \ fo that this» like a thou- 
fand other things* falls out for us in a way, which, 

though we cannot reafon upon it ^yet we find 

the good of it» may it pleafe jour rererences and 
your worfhips— -rand that's enough for us. 

NoW| my father could not lie down with this af- 
fliAion for his life ■ n or could he carry it up ftairs 
like the other — ^He walked compofedly out with 
it to the ffli-pond. 

Had my father leaned his head upon his hand, 

and reafoned an Jiour which way to have gone 

reafon, with all her force^ could not have dire£ted 
him to any thing like it : there is fomething^ Sir, in 

fifh-ponds ^but what it is, I leave to fyftem- 

builders and fifh-pond diggers betwixt 'em to find 

out but thcre*s fomething under the firft difor- 

derly tranfport of the humours, fo unaccountably 
becalming in an orderly and a fober walk towards 
one of them, that I hr.ve often wondered that nei- 
ther Pythagoras, nor Plato, nor Solon, nor Lycurgur, 
nor Mahomet^ nor any one of your noted lawgivers, 
ever gave orders about them. 

CHAP. xvin. 

xoUR honour, faid Triiif,{huttingtheparlourdoorbe«* 
fore hebegantofpeak^has heardj imagine^of this un- 
lucky accident — O yes, Trim! faid my uncle Toby,znA 
it gives me great concern — ^I am heartily concerned 
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too ; but I hope your honour, replied 3V//«, will do» 
me the jufticc to believe, that it was not in the leaft 
owing to me — ^To thee — Trim I cried my uncle 
Tobyy looking kindly in his face — 'twas SufannaFs 

and the curate's folly betwixt them What bufi* 

nefs could they have together, an* pleafe your ho-» 

nour, in the garden ? ^In the gallery thou mean* 

eft, replied my uncle Toby. 

Trim found he was upon a wrong fccn t, and 
flopped fhort with a low bow— —Two misfortunes, 
quoth the corporal to himfelf, are twice as many at 
leaft as are needful to be talked over at on^ time, 

the mifchief the cow has done in breaking in-> 

to the fortifications, may be told his honour here-^ 

after Trim's cafuiiiry and addreft, under the co-^ 

ver of his low bow, prevented all fufpicion in my 
uncle Toby j fo he went on with what he had to fay 
to Trim as ^follows: 

:For my own part, Trim^ though I can fee- 
little or no difference betwixt my nephew's being 

called Trijlram or Trifmegtjlus yet as the thing- 

fits fo near my brother's heart, Trim 1 would 

freely have given a hundred pounds rather than it 

fhould have happened a hundred pounds ! an* 

pleafe your honour, replied Trim 1 Mould not 

give a cherry-ftoHe to boot — —Nor would hTrim, 
Upon my own account^ quoth my uncle Toby — but 
my brother, whom there is no arguing with in this 
cafe — ^maintains that a great deal more depends. 
Trim, upon Chriftian names, than what ignorant 

people imagine; -for, he fuys, tlnre r^vcr was 

a great or heroic aftion performed fincc the worU 
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began by one called Trj/lram nay he will have 

it, Trim, that a man can neither be learnec*, or wife, 
or b^a^'e — 'Tis all fancy, an* pleafe youT honour— I 
fought juft as well, replied the corporal, when the 
regiment called me Trim, as when they called mc 
yames Butler — and for my own part, faid my uncle 
To^y, though I fhould bluQi to boaft of myfclf. 
Trim, — ^yet, had my name been Alexander, I could 
have done no more at Namur than my duty— — 
Blefs your honour, cried Trim, advancing three 
fteps as he fpoke, does a man think of his Chriftian 
name when he goes upon the attack ?-5^-Or whetf he 
Hands in the trench. Trim V cried my uncle Tohy^ 
looking firm*-^r when he enters a breach, faid 
Trim, puihing in between two chairs — Or forces 
the lines f cried my uncle, rifing up, and puihing his 
crutch like a pike — ^Or facing a platoon? cried Trim^ 

Prcfenting his ftick like a firelock ^Or when he 

marches up the glads ? cried my uncle Tohy, look*, 
ing warm and fctting his foot upon his ftooL— 

CHAP. XIX. 

JMy father was returned from his walk to the fiih- 

pond and opened the parlour door in the very 

height of the attack, juft as my uncle . T(^y was 
marching up the glacis — Trim recovered his arms--* 
never was my uncle Tohy caught riding at fuch a 
defperate rate in his life ! Alas ! my uncle Tohy t 
-»had not a weightier matter called forth all the 
ready eloquence of my father — ^how hadft thou 



Digitized 



by Google 



<kJ THE LIFE 1N0 OPINlOiW 

tlicn, and thy poor Hobby- Hoxse too, been inK 
fulted. 

My father hung up his. hat with the fame air h^ 
took it down ; and^ after giving a flight look at the 
diforder of the room, he took hold of one of the 
chairs which had formed the corporal's brc^h, and 
placing it over againil my uncle Tiiy, he fat dowa 
in it, and as foon as the tea-things were t-ikcn away» 
and the door flmt^ he broke out in alamtntationas 
follows I 

My Fathbu's LAMEWTATXesr. 

It is in vain Tongerj faidmy £Eitber, addreffinghnzR. 
ftlf a^^much to Ernulphus*^ cuTfe, which waa laij 
upon the corner of the* chtmiiey«piecer— a« to my 
uncle T^by^ whe fat under it— it is xm vain* longer, 
iaid-my fatiietv in the jnofl quemloae monotony? 
imaginable, to ftruggle, as I ha«e dooe, again(tthiai 
moft unc^mCostaUe <»f Iniman perfuaflona-*— — 1 fee^ 
it plainly, that, eitlier for my own Gns, brother 
Tohyj orthe fins and foUies^of tke ^>andy family,, 
Iletfvea has thought fit to- draw forth the heavieft of 
it^atkUeiy aganiii.mo v^tnd diat th^ profpeitty o£ 
i)y dtHd^is-thc point uponwhicht&ewiiok force o^ 
k iii^dk^f^^ed to play — Sucba tUng would batter the: 
whole umverfe about ovm ears, bsotber Shandy iaidi 
«y uncle- To by ^ \f it wia fo*— -^nhapj^ Tri/m 
tram } efaiki of wrath ! ohild of decrijpitude. ! inter» 
tuption ! miftabe ! and difcoment I What one miC 
fortune or difaftet in the book of cmbryotic evila 
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that could unmechanize thy frame, or entangle thy 
filaments ! which has not fallen upon thy head, or 
ever thou camcff into the worid-^— What evils la 

thy paflage into It? ^what evils fince*!—— pro- 

ducedinto being in the decline of thy father's days 

^when the powers of his imagination' and of his 

body were waxing feeble — ^when radical heat aud 
radical moifture, the elements which (liould have 
temperM thine, were drying up ; and nothing left to 
found thy (lamina in, but negations — ^'tis pitiful — - 
brother Tohy, at the beH:, and called out for all the 
little helps diat caie and attention on both fides could 
give it. But how were we defeated ! You knew the 
event,. brother 9ra*y,~tis too melancholy a one to 
be repeated now, — ^when the few animal fpirks I 
was worth in the world, and with yfhich, mcmorjf 
fancy and quick parts (faoold have been convey'd— » 
were a^ difperfed, confufed, confounded, fcatter'dt 
and fent to die devil — 

Here then was the time to have put a fiop to this 
periecotion againft him :«— and tried an experiment 

at leaft ^whether calmne& and fercnity of mind 

in your fifter, with a due attention, brother 7Qif$ to 
her evacuations and repIetions-^-and the reft df her 
non-naturals, might not, in a courfe ot niite months 
geftation, have fet M tUi^s to rights — My duM 
was bereft of thefe n— What a teaming life <&d fiie 
lead herfeU, and confequently her fbetus too, widi 
that nonfenfical ailxiety of hers about lying^n ia 
town? — ^I thought niy filter fubmitted with die 
gifeateft patience replied my uncle To^ — ^I never 
heard her utter one fretful word about it — She fu- 
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mcd inwardly, cried my father; and that, let me* 
tell you, brother, was ten times worfe for the child 
—and then ! what battles did flie fight with mci 
and what perpetual ftorms about the midwife- 
There fhe gave vent faid my uncle Toiy — ^Vent I 
cried my father, looking up — 

But what was all this, my dear ^oiy, to the inju. 
ries done us by my child's coming head foremoft 
into the world, when all I wifhed in this general 
wreck of his frame, was to have faved this little, 
caiket unbroke, unrifled ? 

With all my precautions, how was my- fyftem 
turned topGde-turvy in the womb with my child ! 
bis head expofed to the hand of violence, and a pref- 
fareof47o pounds avoirdupoife weight afling fo 
perpendicularly upon its apex — that, at this hour^ 
'tis ninety per Cent, infurance, that the fine net- 
work of the intelleftual web be not rent and torn to 
a thonfand tatters. 

——Still we could have done. J ool^ cox- 
comb, puppy ^givc him but a Nose — —Cripple^ 

Dwarf, Diiveller, Goofecap— (fhape him as you 
will) the door of Fortune (lands open — Licetus f 
Licetus ! had I been blefled with a foetus five inches 

long and a half like thee Fortune might have 

ito * done her worft. 

Still, brother Tohy^ there was -one call of the die 

left for our child after all Trijlram! Triftram! 

Triftram ! 

We will fend for Mr. Tortok, faid my uncle Toby.^ 

You may fend for whom you will, replied 

my father. 
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CHAP. XX. 

VV HAT a rate have I gone on at, curvetting and 
friiking it away, two up and two down, for three 
volumes* together* without looking once behind, or 
even on one fide of me, to fee whom I rode upon ! 

^I'll tread upon no one, — —quoth 1 to myfelf 

when I mounted PU take a gjbod rattling gaU 

lop i but I'll not hurt the poofeft jack-afs upon the 
road S o off I fet — up one lane^-down another, 
through this turnpike— -over that, as if the arch- 
jockey of jockeys had got behind me. 

Now ride at this rate with what good intention 
and refolution you may,— 'tis a million to one 
you'll do fome one a mifchief, if not your! el f 
He's flung — he's off— he's loft his feat — ^he's down 
^-*-l\e'U break his neck — fee — ^if he has not galloped 
full among the fcaffolding ofs the undertaking cri* 
tics— he U knock his brains out againft fome of 
iheir pofts— Jie's bounced out ! — look — he's now 
riding like a madcap full tilt through a whole crowd 
cf painters, fiddlers, poets, biographers, phyficiahs, 
lawyers, logicians, players, fchoolmen, churchmen, 
ftatefmen, foldiers, cafuifts, connoiffeurs, prelates, 

popes, and engineeve Don't fear, faid I— I'll 

not hurt the pooreft jack-afs upon the king's high- 
way—But your borfe throws^ dirt; fee youVe fplaih'd 
a biibop^-I hope In God 'twas only Emulphus, faid 
J,«.But you have fqulrted full in the faces of Mefl^ 

* AcGordiog to the preceding iditlons. 
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JLe Moyn^i De R$migny\ and De Marcilty^ io&ett 
of the Sorknne^^lhzX waslaftyear, ref^ed I — But 
you have trod this moment upon a kic^--*-^King9 
have bad tioses on t| faid I^ to be tfod upon by fudi 
people as me, 

— Tott have done it, veplied my accufer* . 

I deny it, quoth I, and £b have got off> and hem 
ftm I» (landing with my bridle in one hand, and 
with my cap in the other, to tell .my Aory — ^And 
what is it i You ihal] hear in the nes^t chapter. 

CHAP. XXL 

As Francis the Firft of Frmiee was one wmterly 
night warming himfeif over the embers #f a woo4 
£re, and talking with his firft mtnifter of fundrf 

things for the good o£ the ftate f it would not b« 

amifs, fud the king^ fttrring up the embers with, fata 
cane, if this good undcrftanding betwixt ourf^Wes 
and Sfvitzeriajid-w^s a little ftrengthen€d~Thcre is 
no end, Sire, replied the minifter, in giving money 
to thefc people — they would fwallow up the trcafury 
of /^ra/i«^-*— Poo ! pool anfwcred the king — the^c 
are more ways, Mon{, le Premier^ of bribing ftatcs—* 
befides that of giving money — I'll pay Stuitzerldnd 
the honour of (landing godfather for my next child 
— -Ycur majefty faid the miniftcr, in fo doing would 
have all the grammarians in £»r^^'upon your back; 
,^Swrtzerlandy as* a republic, being a female, can ia 
no conftru^lion be godfather-^he may. be god- 

t Fide Mcaagiana, Vol I. 
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modier, replied PrattcUf haftilf — — fo announce my 
intentions by a courier to-morrow morning. 

I am attonifliedi faid Franeis the Firft (that day 

. fortnight)i fpeaking to his minifterashe entered the 

clofety that we have had no anfwer from Switzer' 

land SirCi i wait upon you this moment, faid 

Itfonf. U Pttm'ur^ to lay before you my difpatches 
upon that buitnefs — ^^Iltey take it kindly! faid the 
]^iflg — Tf hey do, Sire, replied the miniiter, and have 
the highdft fenfe of the honour your majcfty has 
done them«-4mt the republic, as ^odmother^ claims 
j^earf^ht, in this cafe of naming the child« 

In aU reafon^ quoth the king-^*ihe will chrlden 
\AXti Francis y or Hmry^ or Lewts^ot fome name that 
file knows will be agreeable to us. Your majefty is 
deceived^ replied the minifter*— — 1 have this hour 
received a difpatch from our refident, with the de>- 
termination of the republic on that point alfo— -And 
what namer has the republic fixed upon for the Dau» 

phin ? iihadrachy Mefecb^ Ahidntgo\ replied the 

ninifter.-— >By St. Piter^% girdle, I will. have nothing 
10 do with the ^wfs^ cried Francis the Firft, pu « 
ling up his breeches, and wali^ng haftiiy acrofs the 
floor. ♦ 

Your majefty, replied tiie minifter calmly^ can- 
iu>t bring yourfeif o£ 

We'll pay them in money^-Jaid the king. 

Sire, there Jwre not (bcty thoufand' crowns in the 
treafury-, anfwered the minifter— Pll pawn the beft 
jewel in my crown, quoth Francis the Firft. 

Your binour (lands pawned already in tlus ipat* 
Ut, anfwered Monfieur U Premier. 
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Then, Monf. ie Fremiery faid the king, by ^— — 
we'll go to war with them. 

CHAP. XXIL 

Albeit, gentle reader, I have lulled camcftly, and 
endeavoured carefully (according to the meafurc of 
fuch {lender ikill as God has vouchfafed me, and as 
convenient leifure from other occafions of needful 
profit and healthful paftime have permitted) that 
thefe little books, which I here put into thy bands, 
might (land inftead of many bigger books— yet have 
I canied myfelf towards thee in fuch fancitul guife 
of carelefs difport, that right fore am I afhamcd 
now to entreat thy lenity ferioufly— in befeeching 
thee to believe it of me, that in the (lory of my fa. 
ther and his chtiftian-names, — I have no thoughts 
of treading upon Francis the Firft — ^nor in the affair 

of the nofe upon Francis the Ninth, nor in the 

charaftcr of my uncle Toby — of charaflerizing the 
militiating fpirits of my country — the wound upon 
his groin is a wound to every comparifon of that 
kind — nor by Trinii that I meant the Duke of Or^ 
fnond — or that my book is wrote againd predeftina- 

tion, or free-will, or taxes If 'tis wrote againft 

any thing, — — *tis wrotCj an' pleafc your worfhipSf 
agj^inft the fpleen ; in order, by a more frequent 
and a more convulfivc elevation and deprelBon of 
the diaphragm, and the fucceiTations of the inter- 
coftal and abdominal mufcles in laughter, to drive the 
gail 2nd other hitter juices from the gall-bladder, liver 
and fwect- bread, of his majefty's fubjc^, with all 



Digitized 



by Google 



0|; TRISTRAM SIUNDT. 7 j 

the inimicitious paiEons which belong to tkem|down 
Into their duodenums. 

CHAP. XXIIL 

—But can the thing be undone, JTorick ? faid my 

father ^for in my opinion, continued he, it can« 

not. I am a vile canonift, replied Torici — ^but of all 
evils, holding fufpenfe to be the moft tormenting, 
we Qiall at leafl know the worft of this matter. I 
hate thefe great dinners — faid my father — ^The fizc 
of the dinner is npt the point, anfwered Torick — ^wc 
want, Mr. Shandy^ to dive into the bottom of this 
doubt, whether the name can be changed or not 
and as the beards of fo many commiiTaries, officials, 
advocates, profkors, regiders, and of the moft emi- 
nent of our fchool divines, and others, are all to 
meet in the middle of one table, and Didius has fo 
preffingly invited you — who, in your diftrefs, would 
mifs fuch an occafion ? All that is requiiite, conti- 
nued Torick, • is to apprife Didiust and let him ma- 
nage a converfgtion after dinner, fo as to introduce 
the fubjeft T hen, my brother Toby, cried mj 

father,, clapping his two hands together, (hall go 
with u&i 

— ^Let my old tie wig, quoth my nncle Toiy^ and 
my laced regimentals, be hung to the fir6 all night. 
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CHAP. XXV. . 

.——No daub*, Sir,-^-^thcre is a whole chapter 

wanting here ^and a chafm often pages made in 

the book by it— but the bookbinder is neither a fool, 

or a knave or a puppy r.or is the book a jot 

more imperfeft (at Jeaft upon that. fcore), — but, on 
the contrary, the book i^ more perfeft and com- 
plete by wanting the chapter than Jxavinj; it, as I 
Ihall demonftrate to your reverences m this,«aanner 
— I qucftion firft, by the by, wjiether the fame^ex- 
periment might not be made as fuccefsfully upoi> 
fundry other chapters — ^but there is no end, an* 
pleafe your reverences, in trying experiments upon 

chapters yrc have had enough of it — So there's 

an end of that nxatt;<qr. 

But before I begin my <lemonflration, let me only 
.tell ypjtt, that t|ie chapter which I have torn oi^, 
and which^ptherwifejou would all have been read- 
ing juft now, infteadof thisiT-rr-wasthedefcription 
of my father's, my un^e Teby'Sy^nrn's, 2nd OhadiaFs 
fetting out and journeying to the ;Vifitation at *•*•*. 
We'll go in the coach, faid my father — Prithee, 

have the arms been altered, Ohadiah ? It would 

have made my ftory much better, to have begun * 
with telling you, that at the time my mother^sarms 
were added to* the ManJy\ ^wbeii .the coach .was 
'^cpainted upon jny fatfacr'*s matrriage, H'had fo fallen 
out, thatilie coach-painter, whether rby performing' 
all his mprks.yi^h'the left.hand, like TurptSus the 
Romany or Hans fiolbem of Baftl-^^x whether' 'tW^S 
more from tlic blunder of his head than hand — qc 

whether, laftly, it was from^the Tmilter turn, which 
-yjthing relating to our family was apt to take— 
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it fo fell out J however, to oar reproach^ that inftead 
of the bend-iexttr^ which fince Harry the Eighth's 
reign, was honeftlj our due— a bend-Jintfter^ by 
ibme of thefe fatalities, had been drawn quite acrofs 
die field of the Shandy arms. 'Tis fcarce credible, 
that the mind of fo wife a man as my father was,* 
could be fo much incommoded with fo fmall a mat- 
ter. The word coach let it be whofe it would 

or coachman, or coach*horfe, or coaeh-hire, 
could never be. named in the family, but he con- 
ftantly complained of carrying this vile mark of il- 
legitimacy upon the door of his own •, he never once 
was able to ftep isto the coach, or out of it, with- 
out turning round, to take a view of the arms, and 
making a vow, at the fame time, that it was the laft 
time he would ever fet his foot in it again, till the 
bfttdjintfter was taken out — ^but, like the affair of the 
kinge, it was one of the many thbgs which the 
Thftihies had fet down in their books— ever to be 
grumbled aif (Mid in wUer families than ours' — ^but 
never to be mended. 

— ^Has the iend-Jintfter been brufli'd out, I fay? 
faid my father— -TTiere has been nothing brufli'd 
out. Sir, anfwered Obadiah^ but the lining. We'll 
go o'horfeback, faid my father, turning to Yonch — 
Of all things in the world, except politics, the cler- 
gy know the leaft of heraldry, faid JTmci ^No 

matter for tharc, cried my father— I fliould be forry 
to appear with a blot in my efcutcheon before therti 
;» « ■ I N ever mind iHxthend-jintHer^ faid my uncle Ti- 
^;, potting on his tie-wig— No, indeed, faid my fa- 
-ifcer-A— you may go with my aunt Dinaih^ to a vifi- 
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tation with a hend-Jintfter^ if you think fit -My 

poor uncle Tohy blufb'd. My father was vexed at. 
hiitifclf—— — No — my dear brother Toby^ faid my fa- 
ther,^ changing his tone ^but the damp of the 

co^ch-Iiningy about my loius, may give me the fci- 
atica again, as it did December^ January^ and Febrw 

aryhXi winter fo, if you pleafe, you Ihall ride 

my wife's pad, and as you are to preach, Yorlch^ 
you had better make the bcft of your way before,. 
,■ and leave me to take care of m y brother 21p^j?, > 
and to follow at our own rates. 

Now, the chapter I was obliged to tear out, was. 
thctlefcription of this cavalcade, in which Corporal 
Trim and Obadiai, upon two coach-horfes abrcaft, . 
led the way as flow as a patrole — >. — whilft my uncle , 
Toby, in his laced regimentals, and tie-wig, kept his 
rank with my father, in deep roads and diflertations . 
alternately upon the advantage of learning and arijas, % 
as each could get the ftart. 

But the painting of this journey upon re- ' 

viewing it, appears to be fo much above the ftyle 
and manner of any thing clfe I have been able to 
paint in this book, that it could not have remained 
in it, without depreciating every other fcene^ and 
deftroying, at the feme time, that neceffary equi* 
poifc and balance (whether of good or bad), betwixt 
chapter and chapter, from whence the juft propor- 
tions and harmony of the whole work refults. For 
Miy own part, I am but juft fct up in the bufmefs, 

fo know little about it ^but, in my opinion, to 

write a book, is for all the world like hummiag a 

fong ^be but in tune with yourfclf, Madam,/tis no^ 

matter how high or h9w Igw you take itt^TGeogle 
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——This is the reafon, may it pleafe yotir reve- 
rences, that fome of the Id weft and flattcft compo- 
fitions pafs oifF very well {Tis'Tonck told my uncle 

Toby one uight) by £cge My unck Toby lo9ked 

brilk at the found of the wordjtfgej but could make 
neither head «r tail of it. 

Fm to preach at court next Sunday, faid Homenaf 
— ^run over my notes — fo I hummed over Dr. H(h 
\nenai% notes — the modularton's very well, — 'twijl 

do HomenaSy It it holds ott at this rale fo on I 

hummed — and a tolerable tunc I thought it was ; 
and to this hour, may it pleafe your reverences, had 
never found out how low, how flat, how fpiritlcfs 
and jejune ir was ; but that all of a fudden, up ftart- 
ed an air in the middle of it, fo fine, fo rich, fo 
heavenly — it carried my foul up with it into the 
other world ; now had I (as Montaigne complained 

in a parallel accident), had I found the declij 

vity eafy, or the afcent acccffible — certes I had been 
outwitted — ^Itour notes, Homenasy I fliould have 

faid, are good notes but it was fo perpendicu- • 

lar a precipice — fo wholly cut oflTfrom the reft of 
the work, that by the firft note I bumm'd, I found 
myfelf flying into the other world, and from thence 
difcovered the vale from whence I came, fo deep, 
fo low, and difmal, that I (hall never have the heart 
fo defcend into it again. 

^ A dwarf who brings a ftandard along with 
him, to meafure his own fize — take my word, is a 
dwarf in more articles than one — And fo much for 
tearijig, out of chapters.* 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

— 0£B if he is not cutting it into flips, and giving 
them about him to light their pipes ! — 'Tis abomi- 
nable, anfwered Didius ; it fliould not go unnoti- 
ced, faid Doctor K^arcius — CC^ he was of the Ky* 
farm of the Low Countries. 

Methinks, faid D'tdiusy half rifing from his chair* 
in order to remove a bottle and a tall decanter which 

ftood in a direct line betwixt him and Tor'u h 

you might have fpared this farcaiUc (Iroke, and haVe 
hit upon a more proper place, Mr. J'^r/ri— or at 
leaft upon a more proper occafi(>n, to have fliown. 
your contempt of what we haye been about: If the 
fermon is of no better worth than to light pipes 
with — ^'twas certainly, Sir, not good enough to be 
preached before fo learned a body *, and if 'twas 
good enough to be preached before fo learned » 
body, 'twas certainly, Sir, too good \ft light their 
pipes with afterwards. 

' ■ I have got him fall hung up, quoth Didius 
to himfelf, upon one of the two hdrns of my dilem* 
ma-*-let him get off as he can. 

I have undergone fuch unfpeakable torment?, in 
bringing forth this fermon, quoth Toni% upon this 
occafion, — that I declare, jDiV/////, I would fuffer mai- 
tyrdorr* — and, if it was pofEble, my horfe with me, 
a thoufand times over, before I would (it down and 
naake fuch anotlier : ^ I was delivered of it at the. 
wrong end of me — ^it came from my head inftetd of 
my he^jrt — and it is for the pain it gave me, both in 
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the writing and preachuig of it, that I revenge mjj- 
fcJf of it in this manner. — To preach, to fliow the 
extent of our reading, or the fubtleties of our wit-— 
to parade in the eyes of the vulgar, with the beg- 
garly accounts of a little learning, tinfelled over with 
a few words which glitter, but convey little light, 
and lefs warmth — —is a difhoneft ufc of the poor ' 
fmgle half hour in a week, which is put into our 

fiands ^T^is not preaching the gofpel— but our- 

fclves — For my* own part, continued Torid^ I had 
rather diredl five words point-blank to the heart.— 
As;Jr«r/rif pronounced the word point-blanl^ my 
uncle Tob^ rofc up to fay forliething upon projeftilcs 
—when a Cngle word, and no more,, uttered from 
ttc oppofite fide of the table, drew every one's ear* 
towards it — a word, of all others in the diftionary, 
the laft in that phce tabe expefted — a word I ana 
aihamed to write — yet muft be written — ^mufl: be 
Ttad — ^illegal — ^ — uncanonical— ^*— guefs ten thou- 
fand guei^s, multiplied into themfelves — rack-— tor- 
ture your invention for ever, you're where you was- 
In fliort ril tell it in the next chapter.. 



GHAP. XXVa 



Zounds! 



" Z ds 5 cntA'PhutatTrittSi partly to him- 

fclf— and yet high enough to be heard — and, what** 
feemed odd, 'twas uttered in a conft^uftion of look, 
axjd in a tone of voice, fomewhat between that o£ . 
a man ia amazement, and one in bodily pain. 
D 4 
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One or two who had very nice ears, and eotild 
diilinguiih the expreilion and mixture of the twa 
tones as plainly as a tkirj or a ^/tb, or any other 
chord in mufic — ^were the moft puzzled and per- 
plexed with it—- the concord' was good in itfelf — 
but then *twa8 quite out of the key, and no way ap- 
plicable to the fubjcft darted ; — fo that with all their 
knowledge, they could not tell what in the world 
to make of it. 

Others who knew nothing of mufical expreflion, 
znd merely lent their ears to the plain import of the 
nvfrdt imagined that Phutatortus, who was fomewhat 
of a choleric fpirit, was juft going to, fnatch the 
cudgels out of Didiush hands, in order to bem^ul 
Torick to feme purpofe, and that the defperate mo- 
nofyllable Z — ds was the exordium to an oration, 
which, as they judged from the fample, prefaged but 
a rough kind of handling of him, fo that my uncle 
Tobfs good nature felt a pang for \vh.2.t' Torick was 
about to undergo. But feeing Phutatorius ftop Abort, 
without any attempt or defire to go on— a third 
party began to fuppofe, that it was no more than an 
involuntary rcfpiration, cafually forming itfelf into 

^he fliape of a twelve-penny oath ^witliout the 

fin or fubftance of one. 

Others, and efpecially one or two who fat next 
him^ looked upon it, on the contrary, as a real and 
fubdantial oath propenfely formed againft Torick^ to 
whom he was known to bear no good Hiding — which 
faid oath, as my father philofophized upon it, aftu- 
ally lay fretting and fuming at that very time in the 
upper regions of Putatorius^% purtcnancc , and fo 
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w^s naturally, and according to the diie courfe of 
things, firft fqueezed out by the fudden influx of 
blood, which was driven into the right ventricle of 
Phutatorius'^' heart, liy the ftroke of furprife which* 
fo A range a theory of preaching had excited. 

How finely we argue upon midaken faAs ! 

There was not a foul bufied in all thefe various 
reafonings upon the monofy liable which Phuiatortus * 
uttered, — ^who did not tike this for granted, pro- 
ceeding upon it as from an axiom, namely, that 
Phutatorius's mind waix intent upon the fubject of 
debate, which was arifing between Didius and T(h 
rick; and indeed, as he looked firft towards the onc^ 
und then towards the other, with the air of a man- 
Jiftening to what was going iorw ards, — ^who would 
not have thought the fame f but the truth was, that 
Phuiatorius knew not one word or one fyllable q£ 
what was pafling — ^but his whole thoughts and at- 
tention were taken up with a tranfaftion which, 
was going forwards at that very inftant within the 
precin^s of his own Galligafkins^ and iiv a part o£ 
them, where, of all others, he flood moft intcrefted 
to watch accidents : So that, notwithftanding he 
looked with all the attention in the world, and had 
gradually fere wed up every nerve and mufcle in his 
face, to the utmoil pitch the inftrument would bear, 
in order, as it was thought, to give a fliarp reply to 
Toricky who fat over-agi?inft him- — yet I fay, was 
Toaiih never once in any one domicile of Phutato^ 
riu/s brain — but the true caufe of his exclamation 
lay at lead a yard below-. 

D5 
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This I will endeavour to explain to you with all 
imaginable decency. 

You muft be informed then» that Gaftripheres^ 
who had taken a turn into the kitchen a little before 
dinner^ to fee how things went on--obferving a 
wicker-baiket of fine chefnuts {landing upon the 
ilrefler, had ordered that a hundred or two of them 
might be roafted an^ fent in, as foon as dinner was 
over — Gqftripheres enforcing his orders about them> 
that DidiuSf but Phuiaiorius cfpccially, were parti- 
cularly fond of 'em. 

About two minutes before the time that my uncle 
IToby interrupted ToricV^ harrangue — Gajiriphere/^ 
chefnuts were brought in — and as Phutatorius's 
fondnefs for 'em, was uppermoft in the waiter's 
head, he laid them dlreftly before PhutatoriuSf 
wrapt up hot in a clean damafk napkln« 

Now whether it was phyfically impoiSible, with 
half a dozen hands all thru (I into the napkin at ^ 
time — ^bmt that fome one chefnut, of more life and 

rotunditythan the reft, muft be put in motion 

it fo fell out, however, that one was a6\ually fent 
rolling off the table 5 and as Phuiaiorius i\t ftrad- 
dling under it fell perpendicularly into that par- 
ticular aperture of Phuiatorius\hrttchcs^ for which, 
to the Oiame and indelicacy of our language be it 
fpoke, there is no chaftc word throughout all John' 
Joti^s diflionary — let it fuffice to fay — it was that par- 
ticular aperture, which in all good focieties, the laws 
of decorum do flriflly require, like the temple of 
Janus (in peace at leaft), to be univerfally fliut upi 

The neglcft of this punftilio 'm Phuiaiorius \\'likk 
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by the by, fhould be a warning to all mankind) had 
opened a door to this accident. 

—^—Accident I call it, in compliance to a receiv- 
ed mode of fpeaking, — ^but in no oppoCtion to the 
opinion either of Acritef or Alythogeras in this mat- 
ter ; I know they were both prcpofleffed and full/ 
perfuaded of it — ^and are fj to this hour, that there 
was nothing of accident in the whole event. — ^But, 
that the chefnut*s taking tliat particular courfe, and 

in a manner of its own accord ^and then falling 

with all its heat direAly into that one particular 
place, and no other — was a real judgment upon Phu^ 
tatoriusy for that filthy and obfcene treatife de Concu^ 
hlnis retinendisj which Phutatorius had publiflied a- 
bout twenty years ago — and was that identical week 
going to give the world a fecond edition of- 

It is not my bufmefs to dip my pen in this con- 
troverfy — much undoubtedly may be wrote on both 

fides of the queftion all that concerns me, as 

an biftorian, is to reprefent the matter of fa£t, and 
render it credible to the reader, that the hiatus ia> 
iPhutatQr'tus\ breeches was fufficiently wide to re- 
ceive the chefnut \ and that the chefnut, fomehow 
or other, did fall perpendicularly and piping hot in ; 
to it, without Phutuiorius's perceiving it, or any 
one elfe at that time. 

The genial warmth which the chefnut imparted 
was not urideleftable for the lirft twenty or five-and- 
twenty feconds, — and did no more than gently foli- 
cit Phutatorius*^ attention towards the part : — But 
the heat gradually increafing, and in a few feconds 
more getting beyond the point of all fober plcafure^ 
D6 
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and then advancing with all fpeed into the regiont 

of pain, ^thc foul of Phutatortus^ together with 

all his ideas, his thoughts, hi* attention, his imagi- 
nation, judgment, rrfoluiion, deliberation, ratiocina- 
tion, memory, fancy, with ten battalions of aniiVia* 
fpiritSy all turn ultuou fly crowded down, through dif- 
ferent defiles and circuits, to the place of danger, 
leaving all his upper regions, as you may imagine, 
as empty as my purfe. 

With the bed intelligence which all thefc meflen- 
gers could bring him back, Fhutaiofius was not able 
to dive into the fecret of what was going forwards 
below, nor could he make any kind of conjcfture 
what the devil was the matter with it : However, as 
he knew not what the true caufe might turn out, he 
deemed it moft prudent, in the fituation he was in 
at prefent, to bear it, if poffible, like a Stoic ; which, 
with the help of fomc wry faces and compurfions of 
the mouth, he had certainly accomplifhed, had his ^ 

imagination continued neuter Btit the fallies of 

the imagination arc ungovernable in things of this 

kind a thought inftantly darted into his mincf, 

*hat though the anguifh had ihe|fenfation of glowing 

heat it might, notwithftanding that, be a bite as 

well as a burn ; and if (b, that poffibly a Nenvt^ or 
an JJkery or fome fuch detefted reptile, had crept up 

and W£S fattening his teeth the horrid idea of 

which, with a frefh glow of pain arifing that inftant 
from the chefnut, feized Phutatarious with a fudden 
panic, and in the firft terrifying diforder of the paf- 
fion, it threw him, as it has done the beft generals 
«pbn earth, quite tff his guard 5-2= tlie effect of 
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which was this, that he leapt incontiaently up, ut- 
tering, as he rofe, that interjedion of furprifc fo 
much defcanted upon, with the apofiopcftic break 
after it, marked thus, Z — • — ds ! — ^which, though 
not ftridly canonical, wa^ Aill as little as any man 

could have faid upon the occaGon ; and which, 

by the by, whether canonical or not, Phutatorius 
could no more help than he could the caufe of it. 

Though this has (akten up fome time in the nar- 
rative, it took up little more time in the tranfa^Hon 
than juft to allow time for Phutatorius to draw forth 
the chefnttt, and throw it down with violence upon 

the floor and for yorici to rife from his chair, 

and pick the chefnut up. 

It is curious to obferve the triumph of. flight in- 
cidents over the mind :- ^What incredible weight 

they have in forming and governing our opinions, 
both of men and things,— ^hat trifles light as air 
fhall waft a belief into the (bul, and plant it fo im- 
moveably within it, that Eucli(f% demonftrations, 
could they be brought to batter it in breach, fhould 
not all have power to overthrow it. 

Torich^ I faid, picked up the chefnut which Pbu*^ 

tatorius'$ wrath had flung down the a^ion was 

trifling — I am aftiamed to account for it ^he did 

it, for no reafon, but that he thought the chefnut 
not a jot worfe for the adventure — and that he held 
a good chefnut worth (looping for.— -But this inci- 
dent, trifling as it was, wrought differently in PAu" 
tatonus*s head : He confidered this aft of Thrick's in 
getting ofFhis chair, and picking up the chefnut, as 
' \ plain acknowledgment in him that the chefnut was 
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originally his^ — and in courfe, thatit muft have been? 
the owner of the cheCiut, and no one elfe^ who 
could have played him fuch a prank with it : What 
greatly confirmed him in this opinion was this, that 
the table being parallelogrammical and very narrow,, 
it afforded a fair opportunity for Torich^ who fat di- 
reftly over-again(^ Phutatorius^ of flipping the chef- 
nut in and confeqjiently.that he did it. The 

look of fomething more than fufpicion*, which Phu^ 
tatorius caft full upon Yotick as thefc thoughts arofe,. 

too evidently fpoke his opinion, And zs Phuta'*-^ 

tortus was naturally fuppofed to know more of the* 
matter than any perfon beiidesi his opinion at onco 

became the general one, and for a reafon verjt. 

different from any whieh have been yet given ; — ^in 
a little time it was put out of all mannej>of difpute. 
When great or unexpe<Eted eventr fall out upon 
the ftage of this fublunary world — the mind of maft, 
which is an inquifitive kind of a fubilance, naturally 
takes a flight behind the fcenes, to fee what is the 
caufe and firft fpring of tliem — , — The fearch was 
not long in this in fiance. 

It was well known that TorUk had never a good 
opinion of the treatife which Phutatorius had wrote 
de Cmcuhhiis retinendis^ as a thing which he feared 
had done hurt in the world — and 'twas eafily found 
out that there was a myfiical meaning in Yorich'^ 
prank and that his chucking the chefnut hot in- 
to Phutatorius\ *** ##»##^ ^as a farcailical 

iing at his book the doflrines of which, they 

iaid, had inflamed many an honed man in the fame 
place* 
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This conceit awakened SommlentuSf made Age-^ 

htfles {inile. ^and if you can recollefl the precife 

look and air of a man's face intent in finding out a 
riddle — ^it threw Gajiripheres^ into that form — and 
in fhort was thought by many to he a ma(ler-(broke 
of arch wit. 

This, as the reader has fccn, from one end to the 
otherj was as groundless as the dreams of philofo^ 
phy : Tortcif no doubt> as Sbahefpeare faid of his an- 

ceftor " ivas a man ofjeft^* but it was tempered 

with fomething which withheld him frOtn that, and 
many other ungracious pranks, of which he as un- 
defervedly bore the blanve ; — but it was his misfor- 
tune all his life long to bear the imputation of fay- 
ing and doing a thoufand things, of which (milefs 
my efteem blinds me) his nature was incapable. All 
I blame him for— or rather, all I blame and alter* 
nately like him for, was that fingularity of his tem* 
per, which would never fufi^r him to take pains to 
fct a dory right with the world, however in his pow- 
er. In every ill ufage of that fort, he afted precifely 
as in the aiFair of his lean horfe — ^he could have ex- 
plained it to his honour, but his fpirit was above it • 
and befides he ever looked upon the inventor, the 
propagator and believer of an illiberal report alfte fo 
injurious to him — ^he couldaiot ftoop to tell his ftory 
to them, — ^and fo trufted to time and truth to do it 
for him. 

This heroic caft produced him incQnveniencies ia 
many rcfpefts — ^in the prcfent, it was followed by 
the Bred refentment of Phutatorius^ who, as Torick 
bad juit made an end of his chefnut, rofe up frooi 
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his chair a fecond time to let iiim know it — ^which 
indeed he did with a fmile; faying only — that he 
would endeavour not to forget the obligation. 

But you muft mark and carefully feparate and 
diftinguiOi thefe two things in your mind^ 

— ^The fmilc was for the company. 

— ^The threat was for Torich. 

CHAP, xxviir. 

Can you tell me, (\Moxh Phitatoriusy (|>eaking 
to Gajlripheret who fat next him — ^for one would 
not apply to a furgeon in fo foolifti an afFair,^— — 
can you tell me, Gajlripheres^ what is beft to take ou| 
the fire? — Aflc EugeniuSy Taid Gaftripheres — —That 
greatly depend?, faid i\rugemusy pretending igno- 
rance of the adventure, upon the nature of the part 

If it is a tender part, and a part which can con- 
veniently be wrapt up ■ It is both the one and the 
other, replied Phutatoriusy laying his hand as he 
fpoke» with an emphatical nod of his head, upon the 
part in quefiion, and lifting up. his right leg at the 
fame time to cafe and ventilate it — If that is the 
cafe, faid Eugeniusy I would advife you, Pkutatoriusy 
not to tamper with it by any inean« ; but if you will 
fend to the next printer, and truft your cure to fuch 
a fimple thing as a foft flieet of paper juft corpe off 

, the prefs you need do nothing more than twift it 

round — ^The dgmp paper, quoth Toricl (who fat next 
to his friend Eugenius), though I know it has a re- 
frefliing coolnefs in it-r-yet I prefume is no more 
4han the vehicle — -— ^and that ;the oil and lampbkck 
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with which the paper is fo flrongly imptegnated, 
does the bi^finefs— ^Right, faid Eugeniu4$ and is^ of 
any outwarcl application I would venture to recom* 
mend, the moft anodyne and faf e. 

Was it my cafe, i^id Gaftripberes^ as the main 
thing is the oil and lampblack, I ihould fpread them 
thick upon a rag, and clap it on dire<^Iy«-r^That 
would make a very devil oi it, repKed Toric k - ^ ■ >* . 
And befides, added Eugeniusy it would not anfwe& 
the intention, which is the extreme neainefs and 
elegance of the prefcriptioo, which the Faculty hold 

td be half in half ^for confider, if the type is a 

very fmall one (which it ihould be), the faoative par- 
ticles which come into contaA in this farm, have 
the advantage of being fpread fo infinitely thin,'and 
with fuch a mathematicaLequjdity (fteih paragrapha^ 
and large capitals excepted), as no art or manage- 
ment of the fpatula can come up ta. It falls out 
very luckily, replied Phutatonus^ that the fecond 
edition of my treatife de Concubinis retinendisj is at 
this inftant in the prefs — You may take any leaf of 

it, faid Eugemui-^no matter which provided 

quoth ITorki, there is no bawdry in it — 

They are juft now, replied Phutator'tus^ printing 

eft* the ninth chapter which is the laft chapter 

but one in the book— ^ — Pray what is the title to 
that chapter ? fiid Torki^ making a rcfpe^lfui bow 

' toPhutatorius as he fpoke -I think anfwered PA«/- 

iaioriusy 'tis that, di re concubinarid. 

For heaven's fake keep out of that chapter, quoth 
Torick. 

--i3y aiU means— added Bugetuus. 
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CHAP. X3QX. 

>■ jJovr, quolh Didhds, rifing. up^ and laying his 
right hand with his fingers fpread upon his breaft— 
%ad fiich a blunder about a Chriftian name happen- 
ed before the Reforniacion-^(It happened the day 
befereyeftefday, quoth my uncle Toby tohimftlf)^ — 
md when baptifm was adminiftei^ed in. Lati n 
(Twaa all in EngliJ^ faid- my unck)— — many 
things might have coincided with it, and, upon the 
authority of fundry decreed cafes^ to hare pronoun-^* . 
ced the baptiim null, with a- power of giving. the. 
child anew name***— Had a priei^^. for iaftance^ 
which was no uncommon thing, through ignorance' 
of the Latin tongue, baptised a child of Tom. 
o'Stiles, in nomine patriaistfiia i^ J^iritum fanS^s^^- 
the baptifm was heM null — ^I beg. your pardon, re- 
plied Kyfurcitu^ ^in that cafe, as^'the miftakc was* 

<mly in the terminations^ the baptifm was- valid— 
and to have rendered it null, ^e blunder of the 
prieft fhould have fallen upon the firA fyllable of 
each noun — and not, as in your cafe, upon the lafl. 

My father delighted in fubtleties of this^ kind^. 
and liftened with infinite attention. 

Gafiripheresy for example, continued K^arcius^ 
baptizes a chUd of John Stradling^s in Gomine gatris, 
&c. &c. inftead of in Nomine patris, 6tc. — ^Is this a 

baptifm ? No, fay the ableft canonifls j inafmuch 

as the radix of each word is hereby torn upj and the 
fenfe and meaning of them removed and changed 
quite to another objeft 5 for Gomine does not flgni- 
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fy a name, nor giUris a father — What do they fig- 

nify ? faid my uncle To^y ^Nothing at all, quoth 

ITonck — ^Ergo> fucl^a baptifm Is null, faid JiTjg/ir- 
ciu s 

In courfe, — ^anfwered Toricky in a tone two parts 
jeft and ont part earned — 

But in the cafe cited, continued Kjfarcius^ where 
patria is put for patris^ fiiia lot jUi't^ and fo on^a^ 
it is a fault only hi the declenfion, and the roots of 
the words continue untouck'd, the inflexions of their « 
-branches^ either this way or that, does not in any 
fort hinder the baptifm, in as mucl) as the fame 
fenfc continues in the words as before— —But then, 
faid DiJius, the intention of the priell's pronoun- 
cing them grammatically, mufl: have been prored 
to have gone along with it-^-Rightj anfwer*d Kyfar^ 
dus\ and of this, brother Dtdiusy we have an in- 
ftance in^a decree of the decretals of Pope Leo th^ 
Illd. — But my brother's child, cried my uncle Toby^ 

has nothing to do with the Pope 'tis the plain 

child of a Proteftant gentleman, chriften'd Triftram 
againft t|ie wills and wifhes both of its father and 
mothei^and all who are a-kin to it. 

if the wills and wifhcs, faid Kyfarcius^ interrupt- 
ing my uncle Toby^ of thofc only who ftand related 
to Mr. Shandfs child, were to have weight in this 
matter, Mrs. Shandy^ of all people, has the leftO to 
do in it.-.~My uncle Toby laid down his pipe, and 
my father drew his chair Aill clofcr to the table to 
hear the conclufion of fo ftrange an introdudion. 

It has not only beon a queftion^ Captran Shandy ^ 
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among (I the * beft lawyers and civlians in thfs lanJ, 
continued K^arcius^ " Whether the mother he of kin 
«< to herchild^^^, but, after nffich difpaffionate in- 
quiry and jaditation of the arguments on all fides 
-—it has been adjudged for the negative — namely, 
•< I'hat the mtfther h net of kin to her child |:/' My 
father inftantly clapp'd his hand upon my uncle 3V 
i/s mouth, under colour of whifpcring in his ear ; 
— the truth was, be was alarmed for LillahulUro-^ 
and having a great defire to hear more of fo curious 
an argument he bcgg'd my lincle Toby^ for hea- 
ven's fake, nt>t to diiappoint him in it — My uncle 
^chy gave a nod, — rcfumed his pipe, and, content- 
ing himfelf with whittling X/ZAiW/fro inwardly 

Kyfarciusy Didiusy and TriftoUmus, went oil with 
the difcourfe as follows : 

, This determination, continued Kyfareiusy how 
contrary foever it may (eem to run to the flream ef 
vulgar ideas, yet had reafon ftrongly on its fide ; 
and has been put out of all manner of difpute, from 
the famous cafe, known commonly by the name of 
the Duke of 8uffblV% cafe. — It is cited in Br^^ faiil 
Triptolemus — And taken notice of by Lord Coke; 
added Didius — And you may may find it in 5wi«- 
burn on Teftaments, fa id Kyfiircim. 
The cafe Mr. Shandy was this. 
In" the reign of Edward the Sixth, Charks Suke 
©f Suffolk having iflue a fon by one venter, and a 
daughter by anothervcnter, made his laftwill, wherein 



* Vide Swinbiitn on Teftamects, Part 7. § 9: 
\ Vide Brook Abridg. lit. AdtniniHr. 
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he devifed goods to bis fon, and died ; after whofe ' 
death the fon died alfo — but without will, without 
wife, and without child — ^his mother and his fifter 
by the father's fide (for (lie was bom of the former 
venter) rhea living. The mother took the admini- 
Jtrz tion of her fon*s goods, according -to the ftatute 
of the 2 1 ft of Harry the Eighth, whereby it is e- 
toa6led. That in cafe any perfon die inteitate, the 
adminiftration of his goods (hall be committed to ' 
the next of kin. 

The adminiftration being thus (furreptitioufly) 
granted to the mother, the fifter by the father's fide 
commenced a fuit before the Ecclefiaftical Judge ; 
alleging, i ft. That ftie herfeif was next of kin ^ 
and 2dly, J hat the mother was not of kin at all 
to the party deceafed; and therefore pray'd the 
court, th^t the adminiftration granted to the mother 
mi^t be revoked, and be committed unto her, as 
next of kin to the deceafed, by force of the faid 
ftatute. 

Hereupon, as It was a great caufe, and much de« 

pending upon its iifue and many caufes of great 

property likely to be decided in times to come, by 
the precedent to be then made the moft learn- 
ed as well in the laws of this realm, as in the civil 
law, were confulted together, whether the mother ' 
was of kin to her fon, or no — ^Whercunto not only 
the temporal lawyers — but the church lawyers — 
the jurisconfulti — the juris^prudentes — thecivilians 
— theadvocates-^^thecommiiTaries — ^thejudgesofthe 
confillory and prerogative courts of Canterbury and 
X^^rky with the xnafter of the faculties, were all Ur 
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Aanimoufly of opinion, that the mother was not of 

* kin to her child. 

•And what faid the Dnchefs of &uffolk to it ? faid 
«ny uncle Tohj^ ' 

The unexpeflednefs of my uncle Tobf^ queftion 
confounded Kyfarcius more than the abkft advocate 
— ^He ftopp'd a full minute, looking in my uncle 

Toby*^ face without replying and in that (tngle 

minute Triptolemus put by hhn, and took the l^d 
as follows. 

'Tis a ground and principle in the law, said Trip-^ 
tolemusy that things do not afcend, but defcend in 
it ; and I make no doubt ^is for this caufe, that 
however true it is, that the child may be of the Mood 
and feed of its parents— that the parents, neverthe- 
lefej are not of the blood and feed of it, inafmuch 
as the parents are not begot by the child, but the 

child by the parents ^For fo they write, Libert 

funt de fanguine patris feC matris^ fed pater et mater 
nonfufU de fanguine libercrum. 

B ut this, Tripio!emuSy cried DiSus, proves 

too much for from this authority cited, it would 

follow, not only what is indeeJ granted on all fides, 
that the mother is not of kin to her child — ^but the 
father likewife — ^It is held, faid Trtptolemifs, the bet- 
ter opinion •, becaufe the father, Ae mother, and the 
child, though they be three perfons, yet are they 
but (jr«j carof) one flefh ; and confequently no de- 

* Mater non omerafeur inter confangaiaeoe. Bald io iik. C, 
te Verb, fignific. 

^ Vide Brook Abridjf. tit. Adaiiaiftr. 
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igree of kindred — or any method of acquifmg one 
in nature^^Thcrt ,jou pufh the argument again too 
far, cried DidiuS'^-^^-^for there is no prohibition in 
nature, though there is in the Levitical law, — ^but 
ihat a man may beget a child m»on his grandmother 
in which cafe, fupj>ofing the iflie a daiightery 
ihe would ft»ia in lelationboth cf— Sut who ever 
thought, cried Kyfarays, of Ijing with his grand- 
pinother-?—— The young gentleman, replied Terici^ 
mhom Selden fpeaks of — ^who not only thought of it^ 
but jttftified his intention to his father by the ar- 
gument drawn from the l^a^KT of retaliation — << You 

«<'lay, Sir, witli my mother^ faid the lad why 

w.mayl not lie wi(h yours ? ■ ■ ■■■ ^ Tls the Argfr 
jnentum commune , added Torkk. Tis as^ood, re- 
j>lied Eugeniusj taking down bis hat^ as th«y deferve. 

^CHAP. XXX. 

.—And .-pray, faid ipyntKle Tohy^ leaning upcHi IV 
^ch, as he and my father were helping him leifurely 

down the ftairsr— -dori-t be terrified. Madam, this^ 
'ftaircafe-converfation is not fo long as the laft— 

And pray,'21?r/VJ, faid my uncle STc^y, wliich way is 
.4hi8 iaid affair of Jlrtfinam atjenjth fettled by thefe 
Jearned men? yery fatisfadorily, ireplied Tomici ; 
«o mortal) Sir, has any concern with it— for Mrs. 

i^andy, the mother, is nothing at all alun to him— > 
Tjmd as the mother's is the furell fide — Mr* Shandy% 
in cQurfe, is ftill lefs than nothing In ihort, he 

is not as much akin, to him, 3ir> as I am^— — 
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— ^That may well be, faid my father, (baking hi« 
head. 

— Let the learned fay what they will, there mufk 
certainly, quoth my uncle Tobyj, have been fome fort 
of confanguinity betwixt the Duchefs of Suffolk and 
"her fon. 

The vulgar are of the fame opinion^ quptl^ Torickp 
to this hour. 

CHAP. XXXI. 

Though my father was hugely tickled with the ^ 
fubtleties of thefe learned difcourfes — ^'twas ftill but 
like the anointing of a broken bone — ^The moment 
he got home, the weight of his affliftions returned 
upon him but fo much the heavier, as is ever the 
cafe when the ftaff we lean on flips from under us — 
He became penfive — walked frequently forth to the 
iilh-pond — let down one loop of his hat — figh'd of- 
ten—Forbore to fnap- and, as the hafty fparks 

of temper, which occafion fnapping, fo much afBft 
perfpiration and digeftion, as Hyppocrate^ tells us— 
he had certainly fallen ill with the extinftion of 
them, had not his thoughts been critically drawn 
oflF, and his health refcued by a frelh train of dif- . 
quietudes left him, with a legacy oi a thoufand 
pounds by my aunt Dinah, — 

My father had fcarce read the letter, when, tak. 
ing the thing by the right end, he inftantly began to 
plague and puzzle his hea(l how to lay it out moftly 
to the honour of his family — A hundred and fifty 
odd projefts took pofleflioii of his brains by tuxns — 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



Of TEISTRAII SHANDT. IO7 

ht would do lhis> amd that, andt'other—He would 
go to Home — lie would go to law — ^he would buy 
ftock — he would buy 7^l>n Hobfin*% fatm — ^he would 
new fore*front his houfe, and add a new wing to 
make it even« — There was a fine water-mill on thi9 
fide> and he would build a wind-will on the other 
iide of the river, in full view, to anfwer it ■ ' B ut, 
above all things in the world, he would enclofe the 
great Ox^moor, and fend out my brother Boity im- 
mediately upcm his travels. 
But, as the fum wtsjlnite^ and confequently could 

not do every thing and in truth very few of thefc 

to any purpofe,— of all the projects which offered . 
themfehrea upon this occafion, the two laft feemed 
to make the deepeft impreffion, and he would in- 
fallibly have determined upon both «t once, but for 
the fmall inconvenience hinted at above, which ah- 
fdutely put him under a neceffity of deciding in 
favour either of the one or the other. 

This was not altogether fo eafy to be done ; for 
though 'tis certain my father had long before fet his 
heart upon this neceflary part of my brother's edu- 
cation, and, like a prudent man, had a£^ually deter- 
mined to carry it into execution M^th the firfl: money 
that returned fropi the fecond creation of aflions in 
the Mj^lfflppUfchtmCf in which he was an adventurer 
— ^yet the Ox-moor, which was a fine, large, whinny^ 
undmiped, unimproved common, belonging to the 
^ndy eftate, had almoft as old a claim upon him : 
He had long and affeAionately fet his heart upon 
turning it likewife to fome account. 
But having never hitherto been prefled with fuch 
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a conjunaurc of things, as made it neccflary to fet- 
tle either the priority or jufticc of their claims 

Jikc a wife man, he had refrained entering into any 
Dice or critical examination about them : fo that up- 
x>n the di(fi)iffion of every other proje^H at this crifis, 
— ^thc two old projefte, the Ox-moor aiid fijy BRO- 
THER, divided him again \ and lo equal a match 
were tfaey for ea^ h ,othef , as to become the occafion 
jof no (mail contefl in the 6ld gentleman's mind, — 
Hehich of the two fliould be fet o'goiiig firft. 

— People may laugh ^ they wil l b ut the cafe 
Iras thi§^ 

It had ever been the cuilom of ihe^fannly, and 
by length of time was almoA become a matter of 
common right, that the ekkft fon of it ihoald ha«e 
free ingrefs, egrefs, and regrefs into foreign parts be- 
fore marriage, ^notonly for the fake of bettering 

his own priyate parts, hy the benefit of exerciiir 
|ind change of £6 much ai r b ut fimply for tb^ 
incre delegation of his fancy, by the feather puc 
into his cap,-of hayii^ been abroad— —^iM7/i^;» vaift, 
ir.y father would fay, quantum fonaU 

Now as this was a rcafonable, and, in courfe, a 
moft Chriftitn ipdulg€n^«rw— tjB deptive himof it, 
^vithout why or wherefpre,*r-^nd thereby make a^ 
example of him, a$ the firft Shuniy unwkirrd about 
Europe in a poft-chaife« an4 only becaufc he was 9 
heavy la,d — ^would )),e ufing him ten times lirorfe 
than a Turk. 

On the.other hand, the i:»fc of the OpcmQor wa^ 
f jLiJJ as hard* 
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Exclufive of the original purchafc-moncy, which 

was eight hundred pounds it had^oft the family 

eight hundred pounds more in a, law-fuit about fif-^ 
' teen years' before — ^-Jiefides the Lord knows what 
trouble and vexation. 

It had been, moreover, in pofieffion of the SianJy 
fan»ly ever fince the middle of the laft century ; and 
though it lay full in view before the hout'e, bounded 
on one extremity by the water-mill, and on the o- 
thcr by the projefled wind-mill fpokcn of above,— 
and, for all tfaefe reafons, feemed to have the fairefl: 
title of any part of the eftate, to the care and pro- 
tedion of the family—* — ^yet, by an unaccountable 
fatality, comm6n to men, as well as the ground they 
tread on — ^it had all along mod fhamefully been 
overlooked ; and, tofpeakthetnithof it, hadfuffer- 
cd fo much by it, that it would have made any 
man's heart have bled [Ohadiah faid) who undcrftood 
the value of the land, to have rode over it, and only 
feen die condition it was in. 

However, as neither the purchafing this traft of 
ground*-nor, indeed^ the placing of it where it lay> 
were either of them^ properly fpeaking, of my fa* 
ther^« doing— 4ie bad never diought himfelf any way 
con^med in the aflFair — ^tiU the fifteen years before, < 
when the breaking out of that curfed Mw- Aiit men- 
tioned above (and which had arofe about its boun- 
daries}— which being altogether my facer's own 
ad and deed, it naturally awakened every other ar- 
gument in its favour ; and, upon fumming them all 
up together, he faw^ not merely in interefti but in 
E2 
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lionour, he was bound to do foaiething for it 

and that now or never was the tkne 

I Aiok there muft certainly have been a mixture 
of ill luck in it, that the reafons onboth lides (htmld 
happen to be fo equally balanced by each other; for, 
though my father wdgh'd them in aU humours and 

conditions fpent many an anxious tour in the 

moll profound and abfhraSed medftaticm upon what 
was beft to be done — reading books of fanning one 

day ^books of travels another— — laying afide all 

paffion whatever—- viewing the ai^guments on both 
fides in all their lights and circumftances—— com- 
muning every day with my wncle Toby ^arguing 

with Xoricky and talking over the whole affair of the 
Ofc-moor yfith Obadiah — yet nothing in all that time 
appeared fo ftrongly in behalf of the one, which 
was not either ftriftly applicable to the other, or at 
leaft fo far counterbalanced by fomc confideratbn 
^f equal weight, as to keep the fcales even. 

For, to be fure, with proper helps, and in &€ 
hands of fomc people, though tht Ox- moor would 
undoubtedly have made 9 different appearance in * 
the world {tpm what it did, ojr ever could do in 
the (;ondi.tion it lay — — yet every title of this was 
irue, with regard to nry brother Bchb y ^ let O^/r- 
diah fay whatiie wtmki'' — 

In point of iotereft — the conteft, I own, at firft 
fight, did not appear fo uncfecifive betwiatt tht^m ; 
for, whe^iever my father took pen and ink in hand- 
and fee about calculating the 6mple expence of p^- 
/log and turning, and fencing in the Ox-mefir^ ^ 
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Scc. — M^ith the certain profit it would bi:lng him in 
i^turn — the latter turned out fo prodigioufly in bu 
way of working the account^ that you would have 
fwom the O^t^tuoor would h.;v<; carried all before it. 
For it wat plain h^ fhou d reap an hundred lads of 
rape, at twenty pounds a laft, the very firft year— 
befides an excellent crop of wlicat the year follow- 
ing a nd the year after that, to fpeak within 
bounds, an hundred — bjat in all likelihood, an hun- 
dried and fifty — if not two hundred quarters of 

pea& and beans ^befides potatoes without end 

But then, • to think I e was all this while breed- 
ing up my brother like a hog to cat them ^knock- 
ed all on the head again, and generally left the old 
gentleman in fucit a ftate of fufpenfe — that, as he 
often declared to my uncle Toby — ^be knew no more 
than hiis heels what to do^.. 

No body, but he who ha» felt it, ean conceive 
what a p^'guing thing it is to Iiave a man's mind 
torn af under by twoprojjcft- of equal ftrcngth, both 
oblUnate y puUing in a contrary direftion at the 
f.ime time : For, to foy nothing of the havoc, whicli, 
by a certain coniequence, is unavoidably made by it 
»11 over the finer fyftem of the nerves, which, you 
know, convey the animal fpirits and more fubtle 
Juices from the heart to the head, and fo on — it is 
not to be tuld in what a degree fuch a wayward 
kind of friction works upon the more grofs and fo- 
lid paus, waging the fat and imparing the flrength 
of a man every time as it goes backwards and for- 
wards, 

E3 
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My father had certainly funk under this evil| as 
cettainly as he had done under that €i my Chris- 
tian NAME — ^had he not been refctied out of it, as 
he was out of that, by a frefh eril — the misfortune 
of my brother Bobif% death. 

What is the life of man ! Is it not a (hift from 
•fide to fide ?-^from forrow to forrow ?-r-to button 
up one caufe of vexation I — ^and unbutton ano- 
ther? 



CHAP. XXXII. 

r ROM this moment, I am to be conCdered as heir 
apparent to the Shandy family — and it is from this 
point properly, that the fiory of my Lif e and my 
Opinions fets out 5 with all my hurry and precipita- 
tion I have but been clearing the ground to raife the 
building — and fuch a' building do I forefee it will 
turnout, as never was planned, and as never wai 
executed fince Adam* In lefs than five minutes, I 
jQiall have thrown my pen into the' fire, and the little 
drop of thick ^ik which is left remaining -at the bot- 
tom of my ink-horn, after it I have but half a 

fcore things to do in the time 1 have a thing to 

Xiame — a thing to lament — a thing to hope — a thing 
to promife, and a things to threaten — ^I have a thing 
to fuppofe — a thing to declare — a thing to conceal — 
a thing to chufe, and a thing to pray for.— This 
chapter, therefore, I name the chapter of Things — 
and my next chapter to it, that is, the firft chapter of 
my next volume^ if I live^ ihall be my chapter upoa 
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Whiskers, in order to keep up fome fort of con-* 
ne^tion in my works. * 

The thing I lament is, that things have crouded 
in fo thick upon me, that I have not been able to get 
into that part of my work, towards which, I have, 
all. the way looked forwards, with fo much earned 
dcfire; and that is the Campaigns, but efpecially the 
^mot»rs of my uncle Tpiyy the events of which are of 
fo Gngular a nature, and fe Cervantic a caft, that if 
I can fo manage it, as to convey but the fame im^ 
preflions to every other brain^ wliich the occurencej 

TOeinfclves excited in my own 1 will anfwer foi* 

it, the ijook fh.4l4nakc its way in the world, much 
better than its mailer has done before it. — O^rifl^ 
ram ! Trljlram / cnn this but be once brought about 
-N-> — the credit, which will attend thee as an author^ 
fiiall counterbalance the many evils* which have be<* 
fallen thee as a man—thou wilt feaft upon the one 
■■■ ■ wjien thou has loftr all fcnfe and remembrance 
«f the other! — -w- 

No wonder I itch fo much as I do, to get at thcfe 
amours— -TTiey are the choiceft morfcl of my whole 
^ory i and when I do get at *em— — affure your- 
felves, good folks'— (nor do I value whofefqueamiili 
ftomach takes offence at it), Ifhall not be at all nice 
in th^ choice of my words 5— -and that's the thing 

I have to declare. ^I (hall never get all thro' in 

five minutes, that I fear — and the thing I hope is, 
Aat your worfhips and reverences are not offended 
— '■ I f you are, depend upon^t I'll give you fome^ 
thing, my good gentry, next year, to be qflfended at 
—-that's my dear^^^w^/s way — ^but who my Jmny 
E4 
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is — and which is the right and which the wron^ 

end of a woman, is the thing to be concealed - 

at fha I be to^d you the next chapter but one to my 

chapter of Button -holes, and not one chapter 

before. 

And now that you hate juft got to the end of 

thcfc f three volumes the thing I have to ^, is, 

bow you feel your heads ? my own aches difmally! 
•—as for your healths, I know they are much better 
—True Stkandeifm^ think what you will againft it^ 
opens the heart and lungs, and, like all thofe afiec- 
ti^is which partake of its nature, it foites the blood, 
and other vital fluids of the body, to run freely 
through its channels, and makes the wheel of Ufe 
run long and chetrfully round. 

Was I left like Smncbo Part fa, to choofe my king- 
dom, it ibould not be. maritime — or a. kingdom of 
blacks to mnke a penny of — ^no, it ihould be a king- 
dom of hearty laughing fubjefis 5 and, as the bilious 
andmor« fatumine paffiors, by creating difordcrs in 
the blood and humours, have as 'bad an influence, I 

jec, upon the body politic as body natural an4 

as nothing but a habit of virtue can fully govern 

thofe paflions, and fubjcft them to rcafi>n ^1 

Ihould add to my prayer that God would give 

my fubjefts grace te b^ as wise as they were merry; 
and theft (hould I be the happieft mcmarch, and 
tJbey the happieft people under heaven. — 

And fo, with this moral' for the prefent, may 
it pkafe your worfliips and your reverences, I take 

\ According to the precedisig Editioss. 
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my Teave of you till this time twelvemont!i| when 
(unlefs this vile cough kill me in the meantime) 
ni have anoQier pluck^at your beards, and lay open 
a ftory to the vTorld you little dream of. 



IND ar T»E FOURTH VOLUME* 
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TO THB RIGHT HONOURABLE 

JOHN, LORD VISCOUNT SPENCER. 

MtLord, 
I HUMBLY beg leave to ofler you thefc two Vo- 
lumes*; they are the beft my talents, with fuch 
bad health as I have, could produce : ^had Provi- 
dence granted me a larger dock of either, they had 
been a much more proper prefent to your Lordfhip. 

I BEG your Lordfhip will forgive me, if, at the 
£une time I dedicate this work to you, I join Lady 
Spencbr, in the liberty I take of infcribing the (lory 
•f Le Fivre^ in the fizth volume, to her name *, for 
which I have no other motive, which my heart has 
informed me of^ but that the ftory is a humane one* 

Iam> ^ 

MtLo&Dj 

Your LordOiip's moft devoted. 

And moft humble fervant, 

Laur. Ste&iru 

r 

f 

, ^? ^fi^nmct y.and yi; la tlic fiift BatdeiL 
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CHAP. I. 

If It had not been for thofe two mettlefome tits, 
and that madcap of a poftilion, who drove them 
from Stilcon to Stamford, the thought had ntirer 
entered my head. He flew like lightenin g 
there was a flop of three miles and a half-^ 



we (carce touched the ground — ^the motion was moft 
rapid-"-— moil impetuous-^'twas communicated to 
my brain — ^my heart partook of it— — «« By the great 
«< god of day,'' iaid I, looking towards die fun, am} 
thrufting my arm out of the f<^e-window of the 
chaife as I made my vow, «* I wiB lock' up my ftudy 
« door the moment I get home, and throw the key' 
<< of it ninety feet below the furface of the tziihf 
^^ into the draw-well at the back of my houfc.'* 

Tk London waggon confi rmed me1n my refolo. 
tloiiiVKung tottering upon the hill, ftarce progreC 
fivCi dragge d ■ d ragg'd up by eight beavj hafi i ■> 
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«• main ftrength !** quoth I, nodding—** but your 

'« betters draw the fame way and fomething of 

•« every body's O tare I" 

Tell me, ye learn'd, (hall we for ever te adding 
lb much to the bulk^ — ^fo little to ihtjoci ? 

Shall we for ever make new booksy as apotheca- 
cavies make new mixtures, by pouring only out of 
t»ne veflel into another ? 

Are we for ever to be twifting and untwifting the 
fame rope ? for ever in the fiune track for ever 
at the fame pace ? ; 

Shall we be dtftined to tlie days of etemfty, on 
holidays, as well as working-days, to be fhowing 
the relics of learnings as monks do the relics of their 

faints without working one — one fingle miracle 

wkh them ? 

Who made Man, with powers which dart him 
from earth to heaven m a moment-r-that great, that 
moft excellent and moA noble creature^ of the 
world — the miracle of nature, as Zorpafter in his book 
9k^ fvfws called him — the Shekinah of the divine 
prefence, as Chryfoftom — the image of God, as Mo« 
jfcs — the ray of divinity, as i^lato — the marvel o£ 
marvekf as Ariftotle — to go fneaking on at this pi- 
tiful—pimping — ^pettifogging rate ? 

I fcom to be as al;)uiive as Horace upon the occa. 
fion — ^but if there is no catachrefis in the wifh, and 
no fin in it, I wifli from my foul that every imita- 
tor in Great Britain, France and Ireland, had the 
farty^ for his pains ; and tliat there was a^|;ood far* 
cical houfe, large enough to hold ■ ay > j - ■ . and 
fublimatc themi^a^r^^ and boi^tail, m^kjihd fe- 
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male, atl altogether-— -—And this leads me to the af- 
fair of Whykers but, by what chain of ideas-^I 

leave ai a legacy in mort^main to PriUks and Tar« 
tufs^ to enjoy and nuke the mo£l of. 



i UPON WR18KER8. 

I am forry I made it — ^'twas as inconfiJerate a pro- 

mife as ever entered a man's head. A chapter 

upon whifkers ! alas, the world will not bear it ! 

'tis a delicate world ^but 1 knew not of 

what metal it was made — nor had I ever fecn the 
underwritten fragment otherwife, as farely as nofes 
are nofes, and whilkers are whiflcers it ill (let the 
world fay what it will to the contrary), fo furely 
would I have fleered clear of tliis dangerous chapter* 

THE FRAGMENT. 

#« # % ^% * m # 

#* «f***# 

* * ^You are half afleep, my good lady, faid 

the old gentlenian» uUng hold of the old lady's 
band, and giving it a gentle iqueeze as he pronoun* 
ced the word Whykers — ^(hail we change the fub« 
jeA ? By no means, replied the old lady ■ J libe 
your account of thofe matters : fo throwing a thin 
gauze handkerchief over her head, amd leaning it 
back upon the chair with her face turned towards 
him, 4nd acl^ancing- her two feet as (he reclined, 
hcrfirff— — rdefire, continued (he, you will go caa. 
The old gentlemui went on as follows : 



Digitized 



by Google 



524 THB Liru ilND OPimoNS 

W hiflcers I cried the queen of Navarff^ 
dropping her knotting ball as La Foffeufa ottered 

the w««d WhUkers f madiafiiv faid La Poffeufi^ 

pinning the ball to the queen*a a^on>. and makin]^ 
a courtefy at (he repeated it. ' i 

La F^Jfeufi^ voice was naturally foft and low, yet 
*twa8 an articulate voice ; and every letter of the 
word Whtfkers fclf diftinftly upon the queen of Na^ 

qarr/^ ear Whiflcers, cried the queen, laying a 

greater ftrefs upon the word^ and as if (he had ftill 
diArufted here ars — ^Whiflcers F replied La Fofeufe^ 
repeating the word a third time — ^Thcre is i|ot a ca-' 
Talier, madam, of his age in Havmrr^f^ continued 
the maid of honour, preiSng the page's ihfereft up- 
on the queen, th^t has fo gallant a pair- . r^ Of what! 
cried Margaret fmillin g ■ Of whi&ert^ faiA 
L» Fojfetrft^ with infinite jnodeftyk» 
* The word Whj/kers ftill ftood its gjnmndy an<f 
continu<td to be made ufe of in mdft of the beil 
companies throughout thelittle VmgS^mot Navarre^ 
hotwiihftanding the uidifcreet ufe whieh La Foffhujk 
had made of it : tJie truth was, L»F^j^fili%A pro-* 
nouRced die word, i^^ only before the queen, bu« 
up<m fundry other occafl^^^ at court,- wi^ an ac** 
cent which always implied fomething of a myftery 
—And as the court of Margaret^ as all the worlds 
knows, was at that time a mixture of gallantry and 
devotiGn*«-and whi&ers being^as applicable to the 
one as the other, the word naturally ftood its ground 

it gained fulT as much as it loft 5 that is> the 

clergy were for it — the feity were againft it— and 
for the women> — they were divided^ 
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The cxccUaicy ot the figure and mien of the 
young Sieur Je Croix, was at that time begipmi^ to 
draw the attention of the maids of honour toward* 
the terrace before the pahpe gate, wi»ere the guard 
was mounted. The Lady de Bnvjfiere fell deeply- in 

love with him La Battar^lle did the fame— ^k 

was the fineft weather for it that ever was remem- 
bered in Navarre ■ » La Gwply LaMoromite, La 
Sabuturey feil in love with the Siei^ ie Crvip^ alfo 

i La Riboun and La Fjoffkt^e knew better — Ih 

Croix had failed in an attempt to recommend -hinv- 
fclf to La Rthourt; and La Rebours and La fojmfe 
were infeparabler \ 

Tlie queen of Navarre was fitting with her lac&t 
in the painted bow-window, facing the gate of the 
fecond court, as De Croifc pafled through it. He is 

handfome, faid the lady Baufftere He has a good 

mten^faid La BattareUe^''->''-^t, iu finely ibaped, faid 
La Guyf l I never faw an oficer of the hocfe* 
guards in my life, faid La Maronettey with two 

fuch legs -Or who ftood fo well upon them^ 

laid La Sabatiere^^-^But he has no whifkers, cried 
La i^^^i^-^^-^Not a p\c^ (aid La Rebours. 

The queen went 4ire£lly to htx oratory, mtifing 
all the way, as ihe walked through the gallery, up* 
on the fttbje£t \ turning it this way and that way in 

her fancy r^Ave Mari^f. what can La Fojfeufe 

mean ? faid (he, kneeling down upow the cufhion. 

La Guyol, La BattardUy La Maronet^i^La Saba-' 
tiere, retired inftantly to their chambers — Whif- 
kers ! faid all fo«ur of them to themfehres, as thej 
bolted their doors on ^e iniide. 



Digitized 



by Google 



126 THE LIFB AND OPINIONS 

The Lady Carnavalette was counting her beads 
with both handsy unfufpeAed, under her farthingat 

from St. Antony down to St. Urfula inclufive, 

not a faint pafled through her fingers without whifk- 
cfs ; St. Francis^ St. Domimcif St. Bennett St. £a^ 
Jlif St. Bridget^ had all whiflcers. 

The Lady Baujfiere had got into a wildernefs of 
eonceitS) with moralizing too intricately upon La 
FoJJeufe\ text— She mounted her palfrey, her page 
folioved her— the hoft pafled by, the Lady Bauffhre 
rode on. 

One denier, cried the orderof mercy — one finglc 
denier, in behalf of a^'thoufand patient captives^ 
whofe eyes look towards heaven and you for their 
redemption. 
• ^The Lady Bauffiere rode on. 

Pity the unhappy, faid a devout, venerable, hoary- 
beaded man, meekly holding up a box, begirt with 
iron, in his withered hands — ^I beg for the unfortu- 
nate—good, my Lady, 'tis for a prifon— for an 

hofpital — 'tis for an old man a poor man undone 

by (hip wreck, by furetyfhip, by fiic ^I call Go^ 

and all his angels to witnefs—— 'tis to clothe the 

naked— to feed the hungry ^'ds to comfort the 

fick and the broken-hearted. 

The Lady Bauffiere rode on. 

A decayed kipfman bowed himfelf to the ground* 

The Lady BauJJiert rode on. 

He ran begging bare-headed on one fide of her 
palfrey, conjuring her by the former bonds of friend- 
ihip, alliance, confanguinity, &c.- ■ ■ Coufini auQtr 
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fifter, mother for virtue's lake, for^oiir own, for 

mine, for Chrift's fake, remember me — pity me. 

The I-.ady BauJJtere rode on. 

Take hold of my whifkers, faid the Lady Baujftere. 
I Tie page took hold of her palfrey. She dif- 
mounted at the end of the terrace. 

There are fome trains of certain ideas which leave 
prints of themfelves about our eycN and eye-brows ; 
and there Is a confcioufnefs of it, foraewhere about 
the heart, which ferves but to make thefc etchings 
the ftronger — we fee, fpell and put them together 
without a di£Uonary. 

Ha, ha \ he, hee ! cried La Guyol and La Sahatt^ 

^r^, looking clofe at each other's prints Ho, ho ! 

cried La BaUarelle^ and MaroneiU^ doing the fame: 

— Whift! cried one ft, ft, faid a fecond-^ — - 

hufh, quoth a third poo, poo, replied a fourth. 

gramercy! cried the Lady CarnavaUttt — 'twas 

file who bewhiiker'd St Bridget > 

La Fojfmfe drew her bodkin from the knot of her 
hair, and having traced the outline of a fmall whiik* 
er, with the blunt end of it, upon one fide of her 
upper lip, put it into La Rehours* hand — La Rebours 
iliook her head* 

1 he Lady Baujftere cough'd thrice into the in fide, 

of her muff— i/i Guyol fmiled Fy* faid tlie Lady 

Baujftere. The Queen of Navarre touched her eye 

with the tip of her fore-finger as much as to 

fay, I underftand you all. 

'Twas plain to the whole court, the word was 
mined J La Fojffeufe had given it a wound, and it was 
not the^tter for paffmg thro' all thefc defiles,— 
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It made a falht (land, however, for a few months; 
by the expiration of which, the Sieur de Crcixf find* 
ing it high time to leave Navarre for want of whifk- 
crs — the word in courfe became indecent, and (af- 
' ter a few effbtts) abfolutely unfit for ufe. . 

The bed word; in the bed language of the heft 
world, muft have fuffered under fuch combinations* 

-: ^The curate of J^EJleUa wrote a book againft 

them, fetting forth the dangers of accedbry ideasy 
and warning tlie Navarrou againft them. 

Does not all the world know, faid the curate 
iEJlella at the conclufion of his workj that Nofcg 
ran the fame fate fome centuries ago in moi\ parts 
of Europe^ which Whilkers have now done in the 
kingdom of Navarre ? — ITic evil indeed fpread no 
further then — ^but have not beds and bolfters; and 
night-caps and chamber-pots ftood upon the brink 

of deftru£Uon ever fince ! Are not troufe, and 

placket- holes, and pump-handles and fpigots 

and faucets, in danger (till, from the fame aifocia- 
tion ? — ^Chaftity, by nature the gentleft of all af- 

fcftions ^glve it but its head — 'tis like a ramping 

and a roaring lion. 

The drift of the curate iEJlelld^ argument was 
i^ot'underftood — ^They ran the fcent the wrong Way 
— ^The world bridled his afc at the tail — And when 
the extremes of delicacy, and the heginmngs of 
CONCUPISCENCE^ hold their next provincial chapter 
together, they mav decree that bawdy alfo. 
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CHAP- II. 

Vir HEK my father received the letter wliich brought 
him the melancholy account of my brother Bobby* s 
death, he wa« bufy x:alculating the expence of his 
riding poft from Calais to Paris^ and fo on to Lyons. 
^Twa* a moft tmaufpicious journey; my father 
Having had every foot of it to travel over again, and 
his calculation to begin afrefli, when he had almoft 
got to the end of it, by ObadiaFs opening the door, 
to acquaint him"" the family was out of yeall — and 
to aflc, whether he might not take the great coach- 
horfe early in the morning and ride in fcarch of 
forae. — ^With all my heart, Ubadiahy faid my father 
(purfuing his journey),— take the coach-horfe, and 
weleome.— ^ — But he wants a flioe, poor creature ! 

faid Ohadiah ^Poor creature, faid m^ uncle "loby^ 

vibrating the note back again, like a /iring in uni- 
fon. — ^l?hen ride the ScoUh horfe, ^uoth my father 

haftily He cannot bear a faddle upcn his back, 

quoth Ohadiah^ for the vsrhok world, i— The de- 
vil's in that horfe ; — then take Patriot, cried my 
father, and (hut the door— Patriot is fold, faid 
Obadiah. Here's for you ! cried mj father, mak- 
ing a paufe, and looking in my uncle SToi/s face, 

as if the thing had not been a matter of faft. ^Your 

worfliip ordered me to fell him laft AprH, faid Oha^ 

diah, ^Theii go on foot for your pains, cried my 

father — I had much rather walk than ride, faid 
Oiadiai, fliiitting the 4oor. 
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What plagues ! cried my father, going cm with 
his calcnlanon— But the waters are out, faid 0- 
Jtft/Mufr,— opening the door again. 

Till that moment my father, who had a map of 
SanfonSf and a book of the poft- roads before him, 
had kept his hand upon the head of his compafies^ 
with one foot of them fixed upon Nfvers, the lad 
ftage he had paid for — purpofing to go on from that 
point with his journey and calculation, as foon as 
Ohadiab quitted the room \ but this fecond attack of 
Oba£aF%i in opening the door, and laying the whole 
country under water, was too much, — ^He let go 

his compaflcs or rather with a mixed motion be- . 

twixt accident and anger, he threw them upon the 
tabic; and then there was nothing for him to do, 
but to return back to Cslais (like many others) as 
wife as he had fet out. 

When the letter was brought into the parlour, 
which contained the news of my brother's death, 
my father had got forwards again upon his journey, 
to within a ftride of the compafTes of the very fame 

ftage of Nevers, By your leave, Monf. Ssnjhfif 

cried my father, ftriking the point of his compafTes 
through Nn^rj into the table — and nodding to my 
uncle Tohy^ to fee what was in the letter, — ^twiceof 
one night is too much for an Ef/glj/b gentleman and 
his fon, Monf. Sa»/ony to be turned back from fo 
loufy a town as Nevers^ — what ihink'lt thou, To6y^ 

adtltd my father, in a fprightly tone. -Unlefs it 

be a garrifoh town, faid my uncle TV^^,— for then 

1 fhall be .a fool, faid my father, fnwling to him- 

fclf, as long as I live.— —So giving a fecond nod— 
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and keeping his compaflcs ftill upon Nevtrf with one 
han^], and hoidmg hi& book of the pod roads in the 
other— -*-kalf calculating and half liflening, he lean* 
ed forwards upon the table with both elbows^ as 
my uncle Toky hummed oyer the letter. 



•^ — — — he's gone ! 
faid my uncle Toiy, — ^Wherc — ^Who ? cried my fa- 
ther — My nephew, faid my uncle Tohy> W hat 
without leave — without money — without go- 
vernor? cried my father, in amazement. No: 

he is dead, my dear brother, quoth my uncle Toiy» 

—Without being ill ? cried my father again. 

I dare fay not, faid my uncle Tofy^ in a low voice, 
and fetching a deep figh from the bottom of his - 
heart, he has been ill enough, poor lad ! FU anfwer 
for him — for he is dead. 

When Agrippina was told of her fon's death, Ti- 
jgitus informs us, that, not being aUe to moderate 
the violence of her pafllons, (he abruptly broke o£F 
her work — ^My father ftuck hiscompailes into JV#- 
vers^ but fo much the fafter. — What contrarieties! 

his, indeed, was matter of calculation! ; — Agrip* 

pifta^s muft have been quite a diflerent affair j who 
clfe could pretend to reafon from hiftory ? 

How my father went on, in my opinion^ deferv^ \ 
a chapter to itfelf. w 
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yi j i , ■ And a cb^ft^r it ihall haye^ and a d^il 
!>£ a one too-r-r-fo IqoI^ to yourfelvcs. 

TTis cither P^/^, or Plutflrci>y or Seneca, or X^/f^- 
*^o«^ or EpiBetus^ Theophniiftus, or Lucwn^'^T 
fome one, perhaps, of later datCfp-^i^h^r Cardan, or 
B^dat^ or Petrarch J or iK^//a — or poflibly it may be 
fome divine or father of fhe church, St. Auftin, or 
St. Cyprian^ or Bernards who affirms, that it is an 
jrrefiftible and natural pa^on, tp weep for the lofs 
. of our friends or children— and Seneca (I'm pofitivc) 
tells us fomewhere, that fuch griefs evacuaf-e them* 
feives bed by that particular channel., And ac- 
cordingly, we find, that David wept for his fon Ah-^ 
/atom — Adrian for bis A^^inQus — Niohe for her chil- 
dren,— and that Apollodorus and Crito both flied 
tears for Socrates before his death. 

My father managed his aflliftion othcrwife ; and 
indeed differently from moft men, either ancient or 
modern 5 for he neither wept it away, as the He* 
Irews and the Romans-^ — or flept it off, as the Lap* 
landers^^ — or hang'd it, as the Englijh — or drown'd 

it, as the Germans nor did he curfe it, or damn 

it, or excommunicate it, or rhyme it, or lullabullcrg 

He got rid pf it, however. 

tVill your worfhips give me leave to fquceze in » 
(lory between thefe two pages ? 

When Tully was bereft of his dear daughter Tul^ 
fhp a^ ^rft be laid it to hi$ heart— he liltene^to'tiic 
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voice of nature, and modulated his own unto it--.. 

my TuUia ! my daughter ! my child I-.JU11, ftill, 
ftill,— .'twas O my TulKaf-^Jmy Ti/Z/w/— -Mcthinks 

1 fee toy TuUia^ I hear my TuUm^ I talk with my 
Tii/Sfl.*— Bat as foon as he began to look into the 
ftores of philofophy, and confidcr how many excel* 
lent things might be (aid upon the occafion— -no bo« 
dy upon earth can conceive, fays the great orator, 
how happy, how joyful it made me. 

My father was as proud of his eloquence as Mar- 
cus TuLLiXJS Cicero could be for his life, and, for 
aught I am convinced of to the contrary at prefent, 
with as much reafon : it was indeed his ftrength— « 
and his weaknefs too*— -His ftrength — ^for he was by 
nature eloquent *, and his weaknefs^-^-^-for he was 
hourly a dupe to it : — and provided an occafion in 
li£e would but permit him to fhew his talents, or fay 

cithtT a wife thing, a witty, or a fhrewd one ■ 

(bating thc'cafcof a fyflematic misfortunc)-*-he had 
all be wanted. — A bleffing which tied up my father's 
tCHigue, and a misfortune which let it loofe with a 
good grace, were pretty equal: fometimes, indeed, 
the misfortune was the better of the two i for in- 
ftance, where the pleafure of the harangue was as 
Uftf and the pain of the misfortune but as jfive — 1^ 
my father gained half in half, and confe*quently was 
as well again off as if it never had befallen him. , 

This clue will unravel, what otherwife would fecm 
very inconfiftent in my father's domeftic charafter; 
and k is this, that in the provocations arifing from 
thb^^gfJSbi and blunders of fervants, or other mif«* 
bljjll'ti&bvoidabk in a family, his ang^, or rather 
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the duration of it, eternally ran cpuntertoallcoii- 
jedtjjre. 

My father had a favourite little marc ^hkh he 
had configncd over to a- Jifipft beautiful. Arabian 
horfe, in order to have a pad out of her for his own 
Riding : he was fanguine in all hispi^oje^ft; fb talk- 
ed about his pad every day with as abfolute a fecu- 
rity as if it had been reared, broke,— and bridled 
and faddlcd at his door ready for mounting. By 
fome negleft or other in Ohadiah^ it fo fell out, that 
my father's expeftations were anfwered with nothing 
better than a mule, and as ugly a bead of the kind 
j^s ever was produced. 

My mother and my uncle Toby expeiJVed my fa«» 
jther would be the death of Obadiah — and that there 
never would be an end of the difafter. — Sec here ! 
you rafcal, cried my father, pointing to the mule, 
^hat .you have done. — It was not me, faid Obadiah. 
—How do I know that ? replied my ferther. 

Triumph fwam in my father's eyes at the repar. 

tee the Attic fait brought water into them " 

^XiA fo Obadiah heard* no more about it. 

Now let us go back to my brother's death. 

Philofophy has a fine frying for everything. 
For Deatby it has an entire ftt ; the mifery was, they 
all at once riffhed fo into my father's head, that 
'twas difficult to firing ih-m together, fo as to make 
;iny thing of a confident (how out of them.^^ — ^He 
took them as they came. 

« 'Tis an inevitable chance-- — the firft fl:atiitein 
«* Magna Chai^ta — it is an everlafting a£l of pgplia* 
ffjntfitf my dear l^i^other, — AH mujl <few 
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« If my Ton could not Have died^ it had been 
<* matter of wonder,^— not that he is dcad^ 

« Monarchs and princeu dance in the fame ring 
« with us. 

M Ji Jit^ is thv; great debt and tribute due 

<< unto nature: tombs and monuments, which (hould 
** perpetuate our memories, pay it themfelvcs 5 and 
«* the proudeft pyramid of them all, which weahh 
<< and fcience have erected, has led its apex, and 
*« ftands obtruncated in the traveller's horizon/' ■ > «■ 
(My father found he got great eafe; and went on) 
-— ** Kingdoms and provinces, and towns and ci-* 
•< ties, have they not their periods ? and when thofe 
'• principles and powers, which ^t lirft cemented 
*< and put them together, have performed their le- 
*« veral evolution*, they fall back." ■ > ■ Brodicr 
^hanJyi faid my uncle Tohy^ laying down his pipe at 
the word evolutianr-^ — Revolntionslmeant, quoth 
my father — by heaven! I meant revolutions, bro- 
ther T(Ay — evolutions is nonfenfe.-s— ' Fis not non- 
fenfe,-'— faid my uncle Toby, — But is it not nonfenfe 
to break the thread of fuch a difcourfe, upon fuch 
an occafion ? cried my father — do not— dear Tiby^ 

continued he, taking him by the hand, do not ^ 

do not, I bcf'cech thee, interrupt me at this cri&* 
My uncle Toby put his pipe into his mouth. 

« Where is ^Iroy, and Mycena^ and Thebes, and 
** DeloSf and Perfe^oHsy and Agrigentutn ?" — conti- 
H^cd my father, taking up his book of poft roads^ 
^htch he had laid down — ** What is become, bro- 
^ ther Toby^ of Nineveh and Babylon^ of Cyzieum and 
<^ Aliiylena ? the faireft towns that ever the fun rofc 
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*< upoh» are now no more : the names only are left 
" and tliofe (for many of them are wrong fpelt) are 
« falling themfclves by piecemeal to decay, and, in 
«« length of time, will be forgotten, and involved 
« with every thing in a perpetual night : the world 

«« itfelf, brother Toby^ muft muft come to an 

«« end. 

" Returning out of jlfia^ when I failed from 
«« jEgina towards Megara^'* {when can this have 
jkenf thot^it my uneU lUy) •< I began to view the 
«« country Touad about. JEgina was behind me^ 
<< Megara was before, Pyr^us on the right hand, 
<< Cmmb on the left.-^What fiouriihiag towns, 
« now proftrate upon the ear&! Alas ! alas I faid I 
<• to xnyftlf, that man fhouM difturb his foul for 
<< die lofs of a child, when fo much as this lies aw« 

<( fiodly buried in his prefence. ^Remember, find 

<< I to myfelf again — remember thoa art a man/' — 

Now, my uncle Toiy knew not that this laft para* 
graph was an extract of Strvius Sulpicw/s confola* 
tory letter to TuUy.^Hc had as little ffldll, hone^ 
man, in the fragments, as he had in the whole 
pieces of antiquity.-— r-<- And as my father, whilfl he 
was concerned in the Turkey trade, had been three 
or four different times in the Levant, in one of 
vrhich he had ftaid a whole year and an half at Z012/, 
my uncle Toiy naturally concluded, that, in fome one 
of thefe periods, he had taken- a trip acrofe the ^r- 
^hipelago into Afia / and that alf this failing affair,^ 
with ^gina behind, and Megara before, and Pyra* 
us on the right hand, &c. &c, was nothing more 
than the true courfe of my father's voyage and re* 
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fleftrons. ^'Twas certainly in his mannerp-i^ztid 

many an undertaking critic would' have built tw6 
Jlories higher upon worfe foundations. ■ - And 
pray, brother, quoth my uncle Tohy^ laying the' end 
of his pipe opon my fa^heFs hand, in a kindly way 
of interruption — but waiting till he finifhed the a<f« 
coant — I — what year of our Lord was this ? — ^Twa^ 
no year of our I..ordy replied my father.-^-'^'^Thaf s 
intpoiltbley cried my uncle loij — Simpleton ! fatd 
my fatfaery — ^'twaa forty years befote Q^rUt nira^ 
iK>rn. 

My nnck To6y liad but two tbings foi^ if ; either 
to fiippofe his. brother to be the waodcrixi^^^t ot 
that his misfortnes hiLd difordeted his brain * 
M May the Ixnrd God of faeafcn and eafth< proie^ 
•^ him and redore him/' faid my uncle Toby, pnjing;' 
fileotly fov my fathei, and with lean in hit eycsu 

^My £uher placed the tean toa proper ac« 

coimr> ami went on witb his haraogoe widi gceatf 

.«« 11»i! 18 not fuch greatoAis, brolto T$fy be^ 
^ tmiaX good and evil, as the world imagines'*—* 
(this way of fetting oflF» by the by, was not likely tO' 
cure my uncle TW;y'u fufpkions^— '— ^< Labour, tot^ 
•* row, grief, ficknefs, want, and woe, are the (au^ 

•< ces of life." ^Much good may it do them— ^ 

fiiid my uncle Toby to himielf.-«» 

«* My fon is dead ! — fo much the better;— 'tl^ 
« a fliame, in fuch a temped^ to have but one an* 

« iJut.he is gone for ever from us-!— ^--Jie it (64 
<< U« is got from under the hands of bis barbcri bcf^ 
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•«« fore he was bald. — He is but rifcn from a fcaft 
«< before he was/urfeited — from a banquet before 
*< he had got drunken.'* 

•* The 'Ihracians wept when « child was born"— 
^(and we were very near it, quoth my uncle Toby)-^ 
<< and feafted and made merry when a man went 
^* out of the world; — and with reafon— Death opens 
>^ the gate of fame, and (huts the gate of eovy af'^ 
** ter it — \t unloofes the chain of the captive, and 
'' pilts the bondfman's taik into another man's 
w hands" 

*< She^w me the man who knows what life isj 
^< who dreads it, and PU (hew thee a prifoner uha 
«< 4reads his liberty,*' 

Is it x2Qt better, my dear brother Toby (for mark, 
* i ' ii ' tO ur appetites are but difeafes)—-*i8 it not bet- 
ter not to hunger at all, than to eat ? ^not to 

dbirft, than to take phyfic to cure it I 

Is it not better to be freed from cares and aguesy 
from love ?.nd melancholy, and the other hot and 
Qf>\l fits of life, than, like a galled traveller, who 
con^ weary to his inn, to be^bound to begin his 
journey afreih. 

There is no terror, brother Toby^ in its iooks^ 
hut what it borrows from groans and convulfions — 
and the blowing of nofes, and the wiping away of 
tears with the botipms qf Curtains in a dying man's 
yoOm. — ^)trip it of thcfc, what is it ? — ^T.'is better in 
battle than in bed, faid my uncle Toby. — 1 ake away 
its herfes, its mutes, and its mourning,* its 

plumes, fctrtcheons,and other mechanic aids — what 
is it i — Bc$ter m buttle! contmued my fatUeri fmiling 
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for he had abfolutrly forpot my hroth^x JBoiiy- — *tis 
terrible no way^— for confider. brother Toby, -^whcn 
we are — death is noi ; — and when death iJ — we are 
not. My uncle Toby laid down hi-^ pipe, to confider 
the proportion ; my father 3 eloquence was too rapid: 
tp ftay for any man— ^way it went,— —and hurried 
^y uncle 70^/$ ideas along with iu 

For this rcafon, continued my father, 'tis worthy 
40 recollect, how little alteration in great men^ the 
approaches of death have made— -i^^^^/wi died ia 
^9 jeft upon his clofeftoot— Gd/^^r with a fenrence«-«? 

Siftimus ieverus in a defpatch Tiberius in dii&» 

snulation, and XH^Jar Augujlus in a compliment — 

] hope 'twas a fincereoiiC quoth my uncle Tchf, 

-••Twas to bi«^ wi£e^<^iaid my father, 

CHAP. IV. 



■ And laflly— for of all the choice anec- 
.A)te» which hiftory. can produce of this matter, eon- 
ttnued my fether,— this, lite the gilded dome which 
covers the fabric crowns all^ 

•Tis of Cornelius Galluf. the pr»tor, which, I 

dare fay, brother Toty^ you have read — I dare fay 
I have not^ replied my ynck. — He died, faid my 
father, is* ###♦#*#♦*# 

*-4nd i£ It was with his wife, faid my uncle 

r^j^^^— •--there could be no hurt m it. — *— Ihat^a 
aaoie &a« I fcnow— — *Hrcplkd my father. 
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CHAP. V. 

SIt mother was going very gingfcrly in the dark, 
along the paflage which led to the parlour, as my 
uncle Toby pronounced the word wife. — ^Tis a ihriU 
penetrating found of itfel^ and Obadiah had helped 
it> by leaving the door a little a»jar, fo that my mo* 
ther heard enough of it, to imagine herfelf the fub- 
^tGt of the converfation : fo, laying the edge of her 
finger acrofs her two lips, holding in her breath, 
and bending her head a little downwards, with a twift 
of her neck — (not towards the door, but from it, by 
which means her ear was brought to the chink)^- 
ftie liftened with all her powers: — ^the liftening flave> 
with the Goddefs of Silence at his back, could not 
have given a finer thought for an intaglio. 

In this attitude, I am. determined to let her ftand 
for five miniitcs, till I bring up the affairs of the 
kitchen (as Rapin does thofe of the church) to the 
fame period* 

C^AP. VI. 

Though, in one fenfe, our family was certainly a 
Cmple machine, as it cunfifled of a few wheels; yet 
there was thus much ip be faid for it, that thcfc 
wheels were fet in m^on by fo many different 
fprings and afttd one tr|:^n the other from fuch^i 

variety of ftrange primcjjilca and impulfes tliat 

though it was a fimple ttiachine, it had all the ho- 
nour and advantage^ b£ a complex one,-— — aad a 
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number of as odd moTemcnts within* it^ as CTCf 
were beheld in the infidc of z Butck &\l^mi3i^ 

Amongft thcfe' Aere was one I am going to' 
f^koft in whichi perhaps^ it Mras not altogether 
d> fingttlar» as in'imaoy others ; and it was thi% that' 
whatever motion, dcbate>.harangtte, dialogue, ,pro- - 
jeA» or diflertatioB> was going iorwardsin the pai« 
Ibar^.there. was generally^ another, at the fame time, 
amd > upon the {ime fubjeSt^ running^psiraUel along ; 
with; it .in < the kitcshen^ 

Now, to bring .this^odt^whencYeraneztraordw" 
nary meflage, or Idtter, was delivered in the parlour,' 
•—on a difcourf^ fiifpended til> a fervant went out-— - 
or the. lines cfdifcontent^wcre-ob&rved to hai^ 
i^on the. brows of my ratherornvdther^— *— or, in 
fhort, : when any thing was fapppfcd to be upon the 
tap.i^ worth knowing^or hftening..to,» 'twas the rule 
to leave the door, not abiblutely.fhuty but fomewhat - 
a-jar — as4t-l\ands juii now^'^-^-->Airhich, und^r co« 
verc of the bad hinge (and that ppiEbly might be 
one of the man^Tealons wliy.it was never mended), 
it* was nctvilf&uk to manage^ byiWhich means, in all 
thefd cafes^^iilaflagt; was generally^ left, not, indeed, 
ar wide- as the Dardanelles^ bus wide enough, for all. 
that^ to carry>on>as mu«h of this windward trade, 
as was^fu^ien^ to fave my father thetrooble of go- 
verning, his houfe ^^*-**my.mother:at'this moment 
ftiinds pTofiting..by it— ^O^o^/tfA did the fame things 
as foon as he had let t the letter uppn the table, which 
brouijf It rthe. news' of" my brother'Sv death ; fo that 
before my father bad well got ^ver his furprife^ and 
V6 
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entered upon his harangue^— liad Trim got upon 

hi« legs, to fpeak his fentimcnts upon the fubjcft. 

A curious (^ferrer of nature, had he been worth 

the inventory of aH JoFs i\ock though, by 

the by, your curious ohfervers arefeldom worth m groai 
— ^would have -given the half of it to have heard 
. Corporal Trim and my father, two orators fo con- 
trafted by nature and educattonj haranguing over 
the fame bier. 

My father— a man of deep reading — prompt me- 
mory with Catoy and Seneca^ and EfiSietus at 

Us lingers ends. — 

The corporal — with nething-=>to remember—— 
of no deeper reading than his mufter roll — or great- 
er names at his fingers ends than the contents of it. 

Ihe one proceeding from period to period, by 
metaphor and aUufion, and ilriking the fancy as he 
went along (as men of wit and fancy do), with the 
entertainment and pleafantry of his pidures and 
images. 

Ihe other, without wit or antithefis or point, or 
turn, this way or that •, but leaving the images on 
one fide, and the pidlure on tl^e other, going ftraight 
forwards, as nature could lead him, to the heart* 
O Trim! would to heaven thou had'ft a better hilto- 

yian! — would!— thy hiflorian had a better pair of 

breeches ! — O ye critics ! will nothmg melt you ? 

CHAP. VII. 

M y young maftet in London b ^ad 1 fai<l 
Ohadiah^' 
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- ■ A green fatin night-gown of my mother's^ 
Mrhich had been twice fcoured, was the firft idea 
which Obadiah*^ exclamation brought into Sufannah^ 

head ^Wcll might Locke write a chapter upon 

the imperfeftions of words ^Then, quoth Sufan* 

nahy we muft all go into mourning.— —But note si 
lecond time : the word maurning^ notwithftanding 
Sufannah made ufe of it herfelf — failed alfo of doing 
its office \ it excited not one (ingle idea, tinged ei^ 

therwith grey or black, — all was green* fhc 

{reen fatin night-gown hung there ftill. 

— ^O! 'twill be the death of my poor miflrefs, 

cried Sufannah. My mother's whole wardrobo 

followed. — What a proceffion ! her red damaft,^— i 

her orange- tawny, ^her white and yellow lute* 

ftrings, — ^her brown taffata, ^her bone-laced caps, 

her bed-gowns, and comfortable under-petticoats** 

Not a rag was left behind *< No^ Jhe will never 

took up again,*' laid Sufannah. 

Wc had a fat foolifh fcullion — my father, I 
think, kept her for her fimpHcity 5 — ihc had been 
all autumn ftruggling with a dropfy. — ^He is dead f 
faid Obadiahy — he is certainly dead ! — So am not f, 
faid the foolidi fcullion. 

Here is fad news, Trim/ cried Sufamtah^ 
wiping her eyes as Trim ftepp*d into the kitchen,— «- 
malter Bobby is dead and buried — the funeral was an 
interpolation of Sufannah s-^^t (hall have ail to go 
into mourning, (zid Sufannah. 

I hope not, faid Trim. You hope not ! cried 

SufannabezmQRlj. — ^The mourning ran not in / nms 
Jieadj whatever it did in Sufannah*z — ^I hope^ faid 
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Triittf exptasn'ng himfclf, I hope in God-tbenew^is^ 
not true. I heard the letter read with mjt own ears* 
znfwcTtd'Obadiaig.Ani'wc (haJlhave atenrible piece 
of work of it in ftubbing the Ox^mo^r. ■ Oh }• 
he's dead, {ziASufannah. — ^Af fure^Xaid^tbe fcullion^. 
as I am alive* 

I lament for him* from my heart andmy;foiil, fai«t' 
7nui| fetching a figh;^-Foof creature l^-*poor boy>!' 
pocnr gentleman I 

He was alhre JaftJTi/'SI&irfiii'V— faid tfi© 

coachman.—--' Whitfontidtl abs ! cried STWiWy ex* 
tending his right arm, and faUing inikantly into the 
fame attitude in which he read the fcrmon^— -wha^ 
is Whiijonttdt^ Jpnatban (for that was the coach- 
man's name), or Sbravetidej or any tide or time p^ft 
to tht;» ? Are we not here now^ continued the cor* 
poral (ftrikiiig the. end of hisdick perpendicularly 
upon the floor, foas to gi^e an idea of health and 
{lability) — and are we not — (dropping his hat upon 
the ground; gone! in a moment? — ^Twa^ in&mtly 
Ariking I Bufannab burlt into a^ood of teais.^-^We 
are not ftocks and {ione&.--^^^JonQihan^ Ohadiah^ xhe 
cook maid, all melted — Thefooiiih fat fculiion her- 
felf, who was fcouring a 6ih-kettlc upon her knees, 
was roufed with it.— The whole kitchen crowded 
about the corporal. 

Now, as I perceive plainly, that the prcfervation 
of our conftitution in church and (late,— and pofli- 
bly the prcfervation q^ the whole world — or, what 
is the fame thing, the didribution and balance of its 
property and power, may in time to come depend 
greatly upon the right underftandmg of this ftrokc 
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of the corpOraFs eloquence — I do demand your at- 
tention 5 — your worfhips and reverences, for any 
tc;i pages together, take them where you wiJl in any 
other part of the work, fhall lleep for it at your 
eafe. 

I faid, " w€ arc not (locks and ftoncs" — ^^tis very, 
well. I fliould have added, nor are we angels, I 
wifh we were, — ^but men clothed with bodies, and 
governed by our imaginations ;—— and what ajun* 
ketting piece of work of it there is, betwixt thefe 
and our feven fenfes, efpecially Tome of them i for 
my own part, I own it, I am afliamed to confefs. 
Let it fuffice to aihrm, that of all the fenfes, the 
eye (for I abfolutely deny the touch, though moft 
of your Barbati^ I know, are for itj, has the quickeil 
irommerce with the fouU — ogives a fmarter ftroke, 
3nd leaves fomething more inexpreffible upon the 
fancy> than words can either convey-^-or fometimes 
get rid of. 

^I've gone 9 Kttle about — no matter, 'tis for 

health — ^let us only carry it back in our naind to the 
mortality of Trims hat— r" Are we not here now— 
«< and gone in a moment ?'* — ^There was nothing in 
the fentence — ^'t was one of your felf-evident truths 
we have the advantage of hearing every day ; and 
if Trim had not trufted more to his hat than his 
head — ^he had made nothing at all of it. 

" Are we not here now," continued 

ihc corporal, "and are we not**—— (dropping his 
hat plumb upon the ground — land paufing, before he 

pronounced the word) " gone ! in a moment ?'• 

The defccnt of the hat was as if a heavy lump o£ 
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clay had been kneaded into the orown of it,— No- 
thing could have expreffcd the fentiment of morta* 
lity, of which it was the type and forerunner, like 

it, ^his hand feemed to vanilh from under it,— 

it fell dead, the corporal's eye fixed upon it, as 

upon a corpfe,— and Sufannah burft into a flood 

of tears, 

Now^— ^en thoufand, and \^ thoufand timen 
ten thoufand (for matter and motion are infinite) 
are the ways by which a hat may be dropped upon 
the ground, without any eflfe^.— — — Had he flung 
it, or thrown it, or call it, or ikimmed it, or fcjuirt- 
cd it, or fct it flip or fall in any poffible direftioil 
under heaTen,--or in the beft direction that could 
be given to it, - h ad he dropped it like a gobfe— 

like a puppy ^like an afs or in doing it, or 

even after he had done it, had he looked like a fooh 

> l ike a ninny ^like a nincompoop it had 

failed, and the efieft upon the heart had been lofl:. 

Ye who govern this mighty world, and its mighty 
eencems with ihe engmef of eloqur'nce, — 'who beat 

it, and cool it, and melt it, and mollify it, -and 

dien hardeil it again to your purp^fe 

Ye who wind and turn the paflions with this great 

i»rindlafs, and, haVing done it, lead the owners 

•ef them whither ye rfiink meet— 

Ye, laftly, wha drive and why not, Ye alfo 

ivho are driven, like turkeys to market,, witli a tick 

«nd-a red clout -meditate — ^meditate, Lbcfecclk 

youj upon TrMs hat* 
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CHAP. VIIL 

Sta y I have a (mall account to fettle with tbe 
reader, before TWm can go on with his harangue* 
•^t (hall be done in two minutes. 

Amongft mafty other book-^lebts, all of which I 
-ihall difeharge in due time,— I own myfelf a debtor 

to the world for two items, a chapter upon dwm* 

^kT'tmuds andhitton-boles^ which, in the former part 
of my work, I promifed and fuUy intended to pay 
t>ff diis year: but fome of your worfhips and>reve- 
irences telHng me, that the two fubjeAs, efpecially 
Co eonneAed together, might endanger die morals 
of the world, — ^I pray die chapter upon chambcr^ 
inauds and buttou-holes may be forgiven me, — ^ 
«nd that diey wiQ accept tA the laft chapter ia 
lieu of it ; which is nothing, an't pleafe your reve* 
Irences, .but a chapter of cbamber'mmds^ green-gowns^ 
wtdMhats. 

Trim took his oflF the ground,— ——put it up* 
•n his head, and then went on widi his oration up* 
on death in manner and form following •- 

CHAP- UL 

^To us, JoncOban^ who know not what want 

or care is-- — who live here in the fervice of two of 
the beft of mafters — .bating, in my own cafe^ his 
majefty King William the. Third, whom I had the 

honour to fcrve both in Ireland znd Flanders) 1 

•wn it^ that from JVhitfuntide to within three weeks 
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of Clmjlmas^ 'tis not long 'tis like nothing ; . 

but to thofcj Jona$han^ who know what deaih is» 
and what havoc and deftniction he can make, be- 
fore a man can well wheel about — 'tis like a whole 
age, — O Jonathan I 'twould make a good-natur'd 
mnn's heart bleed, to confider, conlinued the cor- 
poral (ilauding perpemlicularly}^ how low many a^ 
brave and upright fellow ha3 been laid fince tha^t 

tjme ! And truA me, 5^, added the corporaly^ 

turning to St^annah, whofe eyes wei^e fwimming iu 
water — ^before that time comet sound again, — manf- 
a bright eye will be AvtOr^Sufmnah placed it to the 
ri^t fide of the pagjs — flie wept — ^but ilie court'Oed 
too.— -Are we notj continued Trim^ lookin|^ lUUL 
at St(fawuil — are we not like a flower of the field*-— 
{a tear of pride ftole in betwixt eve^f two tears oE^ 
humiliation-*— *-el(e no tongue could ha¥e dcicribed 
S9^Hai*s affliaion)r-i8 not all fleOi graft fU- Tit 
claj, — *tb dirt.*-— They all looked diredly at the 
fcuUion^ — ^the fcttllionhad|aft beeafcouiing a-fiflbr 
kettle— —It was not fair.— 

What is the fineft face that ever man looked 

at t . I could hear Trim talk fo for ever,, cried 
SufiittnaA'^wh^t is it ! — {Sufannah laid her hand up* 
en Trimh flioulder)— -but corruption ! ■ Su/an* 
uah took it offl 

^Now 1 love you for thi^— and 'tis tfiis delici- 
ous mixture within you, which make you dear crea* 

tures^ what you are and he who hates^you for it 

»—— all I can &y of tBe matter is, That he has ei^ 
ther a pumpkin ioi hisiieadr^-Mur a pippen for his^ 
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lieart> — and whenever he is diilefted 'twill be foond 
fo. 

CHAP. X. 

A^HETHER Sufannah^ by taking her hand too fud- 
denly from off the corporal's ihotilder (by the whiik- 
ing about of her paffioas)>— — *broke a little the duua 
of his reflc£lions«-— 

Or wheth^ the corporal began to be fuQacious he 
had got into the doflbor s quarts, and waa talking 
more like the chaj^ain than himfelf-9-— 

Or whether --- .•*- -•-.------ 

Or whether for in aU fuch cafts a man of inyen- 

ti<m and parts may with j^eafnre fil a couple of 
pages widi fuppofitions — which of aJU thefe was the 
caufe» let the curions phyfiologiftt or the curious 
any body, 'deteni^oie — ^tis cortw at leaft» iteoor* 
poral went on thns with his harai^^. 

For my own par^ I declare it» that out of <fa)ors9 
I value not death at all : n ot thb • • • added the 
corporal, fnapping his fingerss— <^— but ^1^ ^^ ^t 
whifh no one but the corporal could have given to 

the fentiment. ^In battle I value death not this 

^„ . and let him not take me cowardly, like poor JW 
Gibbons^ in fcouringhis gun. — ^Whatis he? A pull 
of a trigger — 2l puih of a bayanet an inch this way 
or that — makes the difference*— -Look along the 

line to the right fee! Jack's down! well, — 

'tis worth a regiment of horfe to him ^No — ^'tis 

Dick. Then Jack^s no worfe. Never mind which, ^ 
—we pafs on, ^in hot purfuit the wound itfelf 
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.'which brmgs Iiim is not felt the beft way is tm 

ftand up to him,— ^e man who flies is in ten times 
more danger than the man who marches up into his 
jaws.— — I'Te look'd him, added the corporal, an 
hundred times in the face, — and know whatiie is. 

•^— He's nothing* Obadiah^ at all in the field. Btit 

•he's very frightful in an houfe, quoth ObadiabJ — I 
jnever mind it myfelf, fatd jMothan, upon a coach- 
box.— -It mud in my opinion, be moll natural in 
liedy ceplied Sufanmi —-And could I efcape him hy 
)creeping into the woift calf's ikin that ever was 
made into a knapfack^ I would do it there^-i-faid 
8ViM..».^»but that is nature. 

—Nature is nature, (aid Jonathan. — And that is 
die reafon cried i^ufiinnah^ I fo much pity my mif* 
Uefs.— *— She will never get the better of it.-wNow 
I pity the captain the moit of any one in the family, 
tlifwered ffVim.-— Madam will get eafe of .heart m 

weeping and the Squire in talking about it,-- ^ 

but my poor mailer will keep it all in filcnce to 
' jbimfelf .*— I (hall hear him figh in his bed for a 
whole month togother^ as be did for lieutenant Le 
Fevfi. An' pieafe your honour, do not (igh fo pi- 
teoufly, I would fay to him as I laid befide him. I 
^^nnot help it STn'w, my maftcr would fay, — ^'tis fo 
melancholy an accident-^'*-! cannot get it off* my 

heart. — ^Your honour fears not death yoarfelf 1 

hope, Tnm^ I fear nothing, he would fay, bat the' 
doing a wrong thing. Well, he would add, wha^. 
CTcr betides, I will t ke care of Le Fevri% boy — 
And with that, like a quieting draught, his honour 
would fail aflecp. 
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1 like to hear Tr m s ftoiies about the captain, faid 

Stifamiah. ^He is a ki»dlf>heaited gentleman, faid 

Obadiiihy as ever lived.— *Ay--^aad as brave a one too, 
faid the corporal, as ever ftept before- a 'platoon«-«-* '• 
There neyer was a better oiEcor in the .king's army, 
or a better man in God's* worlds for he would 
march up,to the mouth of a canhon, thoogh he faw 
the lighted match at the very touch*hole,-^— 4nd 
yet, Cor all that, he has a heart as foft as a child for 
other people •, he wou-d nQt hurt a chicken — '— I 
would fooner, quoth J^natbimy drive fuch a gentle- 
man for feven pounds a-year prthan feme for eight 

^Tbank thee, Jutiatban ! for thy twenty {hil- 
lings — ^asmuch, Jonathan^ faid ihe corporal fhaking 
him by the hand, as if thou hadft put the money m- 
Xo my own pocket. — I would fcne him to the day 
of my death, out of love. He is a friend and a bro- 
ther tO/me — and could I be fure my poor brother 
Tom was dead — continued the corporal, taking CMit; 
his handkerchief, — wasi worth lenthoufand pounds^ 
I would leave every (hilling of *it to the captain—*— 
Trim could not refrain from tears at this tcltamen- 
tary proof he gave of his afiefkion to his maitgr ■ 
1 he whole, kitchen waa affe<aed — ^Do tcU us this 
Aory.of the poor lieutenant, faid Sufannabr^with 
all my heart, aniwered the corporafc 

Sufannahy the cook, Jonaibafiy tM»ira£,.andCorpo* 
riX'Trim^ formed a circle about the fire 5 and^is foon 
as the fcuUion had fhut the kitchen door^ — the .cor- 
poral began. 
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CHAP- XI. 

I AM a Turk if I had not as mucli forgot my m«- 
theri at if Nature had plaftered me up, and fet me 
down naked upon the banks of the river JVif/^, with- 
out one- — Tour moft obedient fcrvant, Madam 

IVe coft jc^ a great deal of trouble — I wiih it may 
gnfwer— *-*but you have left a crack in my backh- 
and here's a great piece fallen off here before, 

and what muft I do with this foot ? 1 fhall never 

reach Eng/and with it. 
jFor my own part, I never wonder at any thing ; 
a nd fo often has my judgment deceived me in 
my life, that I always fufpeft it, right or wrong,— 
at leaft I am feldom hot upon cold fubje£ls. For all 
thb, I reverence truth as much as any body ; and 
when it has flipped us, if a man will but take me by 
the hand, and go quietly and fearch for it, as for a 
thing we have both lod, and can neither of us do 
well without, — FU go to the world*s end with hira: 
—But I hate difputes, — and therefore (bating religi- 
ous points, or fuch as touch fociety) I would almoft 
fubfcribe to any thing which does not choke me in 
the firft paflage, rather than be drawn into one. — 
But I cannot bear fuffocation, and bad fmells word 

of all. For which reafons, I refolved from the 

beginning, That if ever the army of martyrs was to 
be augmented, — or a new one raifed,— I would 
have no hand in it, one way or t'other. 
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CHAP. XII. 

—But to return to my mother — My uncle Tdfs 
opinion, Madam, "that there could be no harm in 
*<. Cornelius Galluif the Roman praetor's l>'ing with 
«• his wife j" or rather the laft word of that opi- 
nion — (for it was all my mother h^ard of it>» caught 
hold of her by the weak part of the whole fex :-^^— 
Tou fhaJl not miftakac me, — ^I mean hercuriofityi— 
(he inftantly concluded herfelf the fubjeA of the 
converlation; and with that psepoflcffion upon her 
fancy, you wiU readily conceive every word my fa- 
ther iaid was accommodated either to herfelf or her 
family concerns. 

^Pray, Madam, in what ftreet does the lady 

live, who would not have done the fame ? 

Fropi the ftrange mode of Cornelius*^ death, my 
father had made a tranfition to that of Socrates^ and 
was giving mj uncle Toby an abilradl^of his plead* 
ing before his judges; — 'twas irredftible :— not the 
oration of Socrates^ — but my father's temptation to 

it- He had wrote the * Life of Socrates himfelf 

the year before he left off trade, which, I fear, was 
the means of hadening him out of it \ — ^fo that no 
one was able to fet out with fo full a fai', and in {<q 
fweljing a tide of heroic loftinefs upon the occafion, 
as my father was. Not a period in Socrates^ s oration 
which coled wi^h ^ fliorter word than tran/migration 

• This book my father would never confent to publUh; 'tis in 
jnamifmpt; with feme «ther Tra^s of his, in the family, all or 
poQ, of which will be }>rinted i|i 4|i( time. 
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or anmlilatkftf or a vrorfc thought in the niTddle of 
it than, to he^^-or mi U Af^-^thc entering upon a new 
and untried (late of things, — or, upon a long, a pro- 
found and pieacefttl fleep, without dTeam8> without 
diiturbance ? — Tbat we and our ehildren were km t9 
dU^ ■ k d neither rf us born to kJlavH.'* —N O' 
there I miftake ; that was part of i?/«az//s oration, 
as recorded by Jofepbus (de BeL Judaie.) Eleazer 
owns he had it from the philofophers of India / in 
all likelihood Alexander the Great, in his irruption 
into India f after he had overrun Petfta^ amongiV the 
many things he ftolc, — ftole that fentimcnt alfo; by 
which means it was carried, if not ail the way by 
himfe-f (tor we a)] know he died at Babyhn\ at Icaft 
by fome of his marauders^ into Greece^ — ^from Greece 

it got to Romej ^frpm Rome io France ^..^zn^ from 

France to England :''»"^o things come round. 

By land-carriage, I ^ari conceive no other way. 

By water the fentiment might eailly have come 
doi^n the Ganges into the Sinus Gafigeticus or Bi^ 
ofBengaly and fo into the Indian Sea ; and following 
the courfe of trade (the way from India by the Cape 
rf Good Hope htmg then unknown), might ne carried 
with other drugs and fpices up the Red Sea to Jod^ 
dah^ the port of Mecca^ or elfc to Tor or Sue%^ towns 
at the bottom of the gulf; and from thence by carra- 
vans to Coptos, but three days jcmrney diftant, fo 
down the Ni/e direftly to Atexandrioy where the iEN- 
TiMUNT would be landed at the very foot of the 
great ftairrCafeof the AUxarMk'ian Hbr<g:y, — ^and from, 
that ftore^houfe'it^Quldbe.fetc}ied*---«>^Blefi; xotl 
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what a trade was driven by die learned in thofe 
d^ys ! 

CHAP. XIII. 

»— rTow my father had a way a little like diat of 

Jfih's, in cafe there ever was fuch a man ^if not^ 

there's an end of the matter. 

Though by the by, bec^ufe your learned nttn 
find fome difficulty in fixing the precife era in which 
fo great a man lived ; — whether, for inftance, be- 
fore or after the patriarchs, &c. — to vote, therefore, 
that he never lived at ally is a little cruel,— 'tis not 
doing as they would ^e done by, — — ^Happen that as 

it may my father, I fay, had a way, when 

things went extremely wrong with him, efpecialiy 

upon the firft fally of his impatience, of won- 

derirg why he was begot, — ^wifliiTjg himfelf dead,— 
fometimes worfe : — And when the provocation ran 
high, and grief touched his lips with more than or- 
dinary powers S ir, you fcarce could luile 
diftinguiihed Jiim from Socrates himfelf. — Every 
word would breathe the fentiments of a foul dif- 
daining life, and careleis about all its ifiises ; for 
which reafon, though my mother was a woman of 
no deep reading, yet the abftraft of Socrates's ora- * 
tion, which my father was;^ giving my uncle Tohy^ 
was not altogether new to her. — iShe liftened to it 
with compofcd intelligence, and would have done 
fo to the end of the chjpter, had not my father 
plunged (which he ha4p> occafion to have done) 
into that part of the pleading where the great phi- 
Fol. 11. G 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



IJJtJ THfi LIFE AND OPINIONS 

leibpher reckons up hisconneflions, hi^allianceSf 
and children ; but renounces a fecurity to* be fo won 

by working upon the paffions of his judges « I 

« have friends — I have relations — I have three de- 
«* folate children/* fays Socrates 

*— Then, cried my mother, opening the door,— 
you have one more, Mr. Shandy^ than I know of. 

By heaven ! I have one lefs-; faid my father, 

getting up and walking out of the room. 

CHAP. XIV. 

■ - T hey are Socrates^ children, faid my uncle 
Toby. He has been dead a hundred years ago, re- 
pKipd my mother. ' 

My uncle Toby was no chronologer — fb not caring 
to advance one ftep but upon fafe ground, he laid 
down his pipe deliberately upon the table, and rif- 
ing up, and taking my mother mod kindly by the 
hand, without faying another word, either good or 
ba^^ her, he led her out after niy father, that he 
might finifli.the ecclairciflcment himfclf. 

CHAP. XV. 

xIad this volume been a farce, which, unlcfs eve- 
ry one's life and opinions are to be looked upon as a 
farce, as well as mine, I fee no reafon to fuppofe — 
the Uft chapter. Sir, had finiflied the firft z(k of it, 
*and then this chapter muM^ve fet off thus : 

Ptr..r. .r.ang twin^ twang — ^-^ — prut 

- t rut » ■- *tis a curfcd bad fiddle ■ 
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Do you know whether my fiddle is in tune oriio ? . 
— trut..prut..— They fhould hzffths. ■ ■ ' Tis 

wickedly flrung-r?— -tr..,a.ea.o.u. ^twang— 

The bridge is a mile too hi^h, and the found-poil 

abfolutely down elfe trut..prut — ^hark ! 'tia 

not fo bad a tone — ^Diddle diddle, diddle diddle, 
diddle diddle, dum. Theoe is nothing in playing 
before good judges, but there's a man there — ^no— ' 
not him with the bundle under his arm — ^the grave 

man in black, ^'Sdeath ! not the gentleman with 

the fword on. — Sir, I had rather play a Caprichio to 
Calliope herfelf, than draw my bow acrofs my fiddle 
before that very man ; and yet I'll flake m,y Cremena 
to a Jew^s frump, which is the greateft muficalodds 
that ever were laid, that I will this moment Hop 
three hundred and fifty leagues out of tune upon 
my fiddle, without punifliing on^ fingle nerve that 
belongs to him. — ^Twaddle diddle tweddle diddle 
twiddle diddle, twoddle diddle,-^twaddle did, - 
dlc,^ — prufctrut — ^krifh, krafli, krufli. — I've undo|^ 
you. Sir b ut you fee he is no worfe, — and was 

Apollo to take his fiddle after me, he caz> make him 
no better. ^ * 

Diddle diddle, diddle diddle, diddle diddle — ^hum 
— *dum drum. 

— Your worfliips and your reverences love muCc 
—and God has made you all with good ears— and 
fome of you play delightfully yourfelves — trut-priit, 
— prut-trut. 

O ! there is whom I ^pld fit and hear- whole 

days whofe taknts lie m making what he fiddles 

^o be fclt^—- who infpires mewithhis joys and hopes* 
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and put the moft hidden fprlngs of my heart int« 
motion.-^If you would borrow five guineas* of mc. 
Sir , w hich it generally ten guineas more than I 
have to fpare— or you, Meflrs^ Apothecary and 
Taylor, want your bills paying,— that's your time. 

CH.\P, XVI. 

The firft thing which entered myfathcr's head, af« 
ter affiurs were a little fettled in the family, and Su* 
fannah had got poflcffion of my mother's gteen fatin 
night-gown— ^— -was to fit down ccolly, after the ex- 
ample of Xenophon^ and write a Tmstra-^^^/ih, or 
fyftcm of education for me ; collcfling, firO, for 
that purpoie, his own fcattered thoughts, counfels, 
and notions ; and binding them together, fo as to 
form an institute for the government of my child* 
hood and adolefcence, I was my father's laft (lake 
•—he had loft my brother Bohhy entirely,— ^he had 
loft, bv his own computation, full three-fourths of 
li^Pt— that is, he had beon unfortunate in his three 

firft great cafts for me- my geniture, nofe and 

name, — there was but this one left ; and according- 
ly, my fa her gave himfclf up to* it with as much 
devotion as ever my uncle Toby had done to his doc- 
trine otprojeftiles. 1 he difference between them 

was, that my uncle Tohy drew his whole knowledge 
of projeftiles from Nicolas Tartaglla^ — r— My fa- 
ther fpun his, every thread of it^ out of his own 
brain — or had fo reeled and crofs-twifled what all 
pther fpihners and fplnftl^ had [pun before him, 
that *twas pretty near the fame tortpfe to him. 
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In about three years, or (bmething more, my fa- 
ther had got advanced almoil into the middle of his 
work. Like all other writers, he met with difap* 
pointments. He imagined he (hould be able to bring 
whatever he had ta fay, into fo fmall a compaf^, 
that, when it was nnifhed and bound, it might be 

Tolled up In my mother's huffive ^-Matter grows 

under our hands ^Lct no man fay, — <• Come-7- 

« m write a duodecimo/* 

My father gave himfelf up to it, however, with 
the moft painful diligence, proceeding ftep by ftep 
in every Hne, with tfie f .me kind of caudon and 
circumfpe^ion (though I cannot fay upon quite^fii 
religbus a principle) as was ufbd by Join dila Caffk^ 
the lord archbi(hop of Benevento^xn compafling his 
Galatea; in which his Grace of Bimvento fpent 
near forty years of his life : and when the thing 
came out, it was not of above ha'f the fize or the 
thicknefs of a Rlier^s Almanack.— ---How the holy 
man managed the affiitr, uolefs be fpent the grea<j^ 
part of hfe time in combizii^ his whiikers, or playing 
at primero with his chapla'n,— would pofe any mor<v 
tal not let into the true fecret v*-*and therefore, 'tis 
worth explaining to the world, was it only for the 
encouragement of thofe ^w in it, who write not isk 
much to be fed — as to>be famous. 

I own, had John Ae la Cc^^ the archbiihop of* 
BtniventOf for who(e memory (notwithfianding hts 
Galatea) I retain the higheil veneration^— — had he 
been, Sir, a flender clerl^^l-of dull wit — ^flow parts^ 
-rHToftive head^ and fo forth— —he and his^Gii/a^ 
might ha^c jogged on logeth.r to the age of Methu^^ 
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felah for mc — the phenomenon had not been, worth 
a parcnthcfis. 

But the revcrfe of this was the truth : John de la 
Caffe was a genius of fine parts and fertile fancy \ 
and yct> with all thefe great advantages of nature, 
which UiQiild have pricked him forwards with his 
Galat€at he lay under an impuiflance ,at the fame 
time ol: advancing above a line and a half in the 
compafs of a whole fummer's day : this difability in 
hid Grace arofe from an opinion he was afflifled 
with>— which opinion was this, — viz. That when- 
ever a chrifiian was writing a book (not for his pri- 
vate amufement, but) where his intent and purpofe 
was, honajide^ to print and publiih it to the world, 
his firft thoughts were always die temptations of the 
evil one.— This was the ftate of ordinary writers. : 
but when a perfonagc of venerable charafter and high 
ftation, either in church or ftate, once turned au- 
thor — he maintained, that from the very moment 

he took pen in hand ^all the devils in hcU broke 

out of their holes to cajole him. *Twa8 term 

time with them, every thought, firft and laft, 

waa captious ;— how fpecious and good foever, 
*— •twas air one ; — ^in whatever form or colour it pre- 

fented itfelf to the imagination, 'twas ftill a 

ftrokc of one or other of 'em fcvelled at him, and 
was to be fenced off-^-So that the life of a writer, 
whatever he might fancy to the contrary, was not 
fo much a ftate of compofition^ as a ftate of warfare \ 
and his probation in it, ptipifely that of any bther 
man militant upon earth, both depending alike, not 
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half ,fo much upon the degrees of his wiT'*»9k8 his 

RESISTANCE. 

My father was hugely pleafed with this theory of 
John de la Cajfe^ archbiihop of Benevento \ ^nd (had 
it not cramped him a little in his creed) I believe 
would have given ten of the befl acres in the Shandf 
eftatC) to have been the broacher of it«r--How far 
my father a^ually believed inthe devil, will be (eea 
when I come to fpeak of my father's religious not-. 
tions> in the progrels of tiiis work; 'tis enough to 
fay here^ as he could not have the honour of it^ ia 
the literal feirfe. of the do£lrine— »he took up 
with the allegory of it j — and would* often fay, efpc» 
cially when his pen was a little retrograde, there 
was as much good meaning, truth, and knowledge^ 
couched under tlie veil of John de la Cajfi^ P^^ 
bolical reprefentation,— ^as was to be found in any 
one pa^tic fiAion, or myftic record of antiq.uitj.-*« 
Prejudice of education, he would fay> is the di^ily^^ 
and the multitudes of them which we fuck in with 

our mother's milk are 'the devil and alU ■ W g 

are haunted with them, brother Tohy^ in all our lu- 
cubrations and refearches \ and, was a man fool €> 
BOiJEgh to fubmit tamely to what they obtruded up- 
on him, — ^what would his book be ?; Nothing,—* 
he would add, throwing his pen away with a ven* - 

geance,. ^nothing but a farago of the clack of 

nurfes, and of the nonfenfc of the old women, (o£ 
both fexes) throughout the kingdom* 

This is the bed accdunt I am determined to give 
of the flow progrefs my father made in his Triftra'* 
padia : ft which (as I faid) he was three years and 
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fixnething more, indcfatigably at work, and at htk 
had fcarce completed, hj his own reckohing, one 
Kalf of his undertaking : the misfortune was, that 
I was all that time totally negle£ted and abandoned 
to my mother : and, what was almod as bad, by the 
tery delay, the firft part of the work, upon which 
my father had fpcnt the mod of his pains, was ren- 
dered entirely ufelefs,-—— every day, a page or two 
became of no conlcquence.— 

-^Certainly it was ordained as a fcourge upon the 
pride of humap wifdom, That the wifeft of us all 
ihoald thus outwit ouffelves, and eternally forego 
cur putpoled in the intemperate a£l of purfuing 
them. 

In fhort, my father was fo long in all his a£t$ of 

fcfiftancc,— or, in other words ^he advanced fo 

very flow with his work, and I began to live and get ' 
forwards at fuch a rate^ that, if an event had not 

happened, ^which, when we get to it, if it can 

he told with detency, fhall not be concealed a mo- 
ment from the reader — 1 verily believe, I had put 
by my father, and left him drawing a fun-dial, for 
SK> better purpofe than to be buried under ground. 

CHAP. XVII. 

W— *Xwis nothing, ^I did not lofe two drops 

of blood hj it — ^*twas not worth calling in a furgeon, 
had he lived next door to us — thoufands fCiffer by 
choice, what I did by accident, — DoAor Slop made 
ten times more of it than there was occaiion ; — ^fome 
ttien rife by the art of hanging gr.eat weiglfts upon 
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fmall Wires, — and I am this day (AuguJI tEe loth 
1 761) paying part of the price of this man's reputa- 
tion,——©, 'twould provoke a ftone, to jec how 
&ings are carried on in this world ? — ^The chamber- 
maid had left no ♦***»***•* under the bed: 

Cannot you con trive^ maiier, quoth ^nfimnah^XxStwi^ 
up the farfli with one hand, as fee fpokcy and helping 

me up into the window feat with the other 

rcannot yoit managCy my dear, for a fingle time, td 
«#«# ««« *« **« #««**# ^ 

I was five years old — S'ufannaH did not confider 

that nothing was wcl hung in our family, fo 

flap came the fafe down like lightning upon us i— 
Nothing 18 left, — cried Az/Grw/aA,— nothing is left— <• 
for me, but t'O run my country. . , 

My uncle Tobfs houfe was a much kinder faac* 
tuary y and fa Sufannah fled to it*^ 

CHAP. XVIIL 

i^HBN Sufannab told die corporal the mifadVen** 
ture of the falh, with all the circumftjmces which- 

attended the murder oi me (asffie called it), the 

blood forfook his cheeks ; — ^all acceflbrics in murder 
being principals, — 7 mw's con Science told him he was 
as much to blame as Sufannah ;. and, if the dodlrine 
bad been true, my uncle 'lohy had as much of the 
{>loodihed to anfwer for to heaven as either of *em; 
— fo -that neither re ifon or iirftmA, feparate or toge- 
ther, could poffibly have guided SufaJinah\ fteps to 
(o proper an afylum^ It is in vain to leave this to 
the reader s imagination : ^to form any kind of^ 
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hypothecs, that will render thefe propofitlons fea. 
fiblci he muft cudgel his brains fore, — and to do it 
without — he muft have fuch brains as no reader 

erer had before him? ^Why fliould I put them 

either to trial or to torture? Tis my own aflfair: I'll 
explain it myfelf. 

CHAP.XXJX- 

1 IS a pity, 7rimi faid my uncle ToBy^ refting with 
his hand upon the corporal's fhouldcr, as they both 
flood furveying their work, — ^that we have not a 
couple of field-pieces to mount in the gorge of that 
new redoubt ; — 'twould fccure the lines all along 
there, and make the attack on that fide quite com- 
plete — get me a couple caft, Trim. 

Your honour fhall have them, replied Trim, be- 
fore to- morrow morning. 

It was the joy of Trim*s heart,— nor was hig 
fertile head ever at a lofs for expedients in doing it, 
to fupply my uncle Toby in his campaigns, with 
whatever his fancy called for ; had it been his laft 
crown, he would have fat down and hammered it 
into a paderero, to have prevented a fingle wifli in 
his matter. 1 he corporal had already, — what with 

cutting off the ends of my uncle Toiy*s fpouts, 

hacking and chifeling up Jthe fides of his leaden gut- 
ters, — melting down his pewter Oiaving-baf&n, — 
and going at laft, like Leivis the Fourteenth, on to 
the top of the church, for fpare ends, &c. — ^he had 
. that very campaign, brought no lefs than eight new 
battering cannons^ befides three demiculverins, into 
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the field : my uncle Tohy*^ demand for two more 
pieces for the redoubt, had fct the corporal at work - 
again ; and no better refource offering, he had taken 
the two leaden weights from the nurfery window ; 
and as the fafh pulleys, when the lead was gone, 
were of no kind of ufe, he had taken them away 
alfo, to make a couple of wheels for one of their 
carriages^ 

He had difmantled every faft- window in my un^ 
cle Tob/s houfe long before, in the very fame way9 
— though not always in the fame order 5 for fome^ 
tames the pulleys have been wanted, and not the* 
lead,- — fo then he began with the pulleys, — and the 
pulleys being picked out, then the lead became ufe» 
lefs, — and fo the lead went to pot too.. 

— ^A great Moral might be picked handfomely? 
out of this, but I have not time — ^'tis enough tp fay^ 
wherever the demolition began> 'twas equally fatai 
to the fafb-window.. 

CHAP. XX- 

A HE corporal had* not taken his meafures Co badly 
in this ftroke of artilleryfliip, but that he might have 
Kept the matter entirely to bimfelf, and left Sufan^ 
nah to have fuftained the whole weight of the at- 
tack, as fhe could r — true" courage is not content 
with comiiig off fo. — ^The corporal, whether as gene- 
ral or comptroller of the train, — ^'twas no matter, — 
had done that, without which, as he imagined, the 
misfortune could never have happened, at Uajf in Su- 
sannah's iands;^^h6w would your honours have be^ 
C 6 
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bayed ? — ^Hc determined at once not to take dicker 

behind Su/ann^, ^but to give it ; and, with this 

refolution upon his mind^ he marched up right into 
the parlour, to lay the whole manteuvre before my 
Mnck Toby. 

My uncle Toby had juft then been giving Torid 
•n account of the battle of Steeniiri, and of the 
ftrange condud of Count So/mfs, in ordering the 
foot to halt, and the borfe to march, where it could 
not aA ; which was diredly contrary to the king's* 
commands, and proved the lofs of the day. 

There are incidents in (pme families fo pat to the 

purpofe of what is going to fdlow they are 

fcarce exceeded by the invention of a dramatic writ* 
er, ^I mean of ancient days, 

TrifUf by tixc help of his fore-finger, laid flat upon 
Ae table, and the edge of his hand ftriking acroft 
it, at right angles, made a fhift to tell his ftory fo, 
tha< priefts and virgins might have liftened to it ; 

and the ftory being told, the dialogue went on 

as follows : 

. CHAP. XXI. 

— ^I would be piquetted to death, cried the cor- 
poral as he concluded Sufannah^s ftory, before I 

would fufFer the woman to come to any harm,— 

'twas my fault, an' pleafc your honour,— not hcr's. 

Corporal Trim^ replied, my uncle Toby^ putting on 
his hat, which lay upon the table, — if any thing can 
be faid to be a fault, when the fervicc abfolutciy re* 



Digitized 



by Google 



OF TRISTRAM ^HANDT. 167 

quires it fliould be done> — 'tis I certainly who de» 
fcrvc the blame,— you obeyed your orders. 

Had Count Solmes^ Trims done the fame at the 
battle ofSteenkirif faid Tcrictf drolling a little upon 
the corporal, who had been run over by a dragoon 

in the retreat,— —he had faved thee ; Saved ! 

cried 3rim» interrupting Torickj and finiihing the 

fentence for him after his own fafhion, ^he liad 

fayed five battalions, an' pleafe your reverence, eve* 
ry foul of them :— there was Cw^/'s—— continued 
the corporal, clapping the fore-finger of his right 
hand upon the thumb aof his left, and counting 
round his hand, — ^there was Cutf% — Mackay's-^ 
Angus*%'^Graham'%'^^vA Leven'%^ all cut to pieces; 
•—and fo had the En^i/b life-guards too, had it not 
been for fome regiments upon the right, who march« 
ed up boldly to their relief, and received the ene* 
my's fire in their faces, before any one of their own 

platoons difci<arged a muiket : they'll go to hea» 

yen for it, added Trim. Trim is rights iaid my 

vncle Toky^ nodding to Torickj — ^he s pcrfeAly right* 
What fignified his marching the horfe, continued 
the corporal, where the ground was fo ftrait, that 
the Fnnch had fuch a nation of hedges, and copfes^ 
and ditcKeSi and feird trees laid thi$ way and that, 
to cover them (as they always have) ? Count 
Solm^s fhould have fent us — we would have fired 
muzzle to muzzle with*them, for their lives; ■ ■* 
there was nothing to be done for the horfe: — ^he had 
his ^oot fhot off, however, for his pains, continued 
the corporal, tti't very next campaign at Lamden,^^ 
Poor Trim got his wouDul there, quoth my uncle 
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Toiy. TTwas owing, an' pleaiie your honotur^ en^ 

tircly to Count Soimei, had he drubb'd them 

foundly at Steeftkirk^ they would not have fought us 
zxLanden. — ^Poffibly not, Tr/m— faid my uncle Ti^^j^/ 
— tho' if they have die advantage of a wood> of 
you give them a. moment's dme to entrench them*- 
felves, they are a nation which will pop and pop for 
cvel' at you. — ^There is no way but to march cooUy 
up to them, — receive their fire, and fall in upon 

them, pell-mell Ding dong, added Trim^ 

Horfe and foot, faidmy uncle 21?^y.— — -Ifelter-ikel- 

ter, faid Trim> Right tnd lefe, cried my uncle 

Toh^ — Blood and 'ounds, (houted the corporal :— — 
the battle vaged-— IViV^ drew hii chair a little to one 
fide for fafety, and after a moment's paufe, my un<. 

cle T^oby finking his voice a note,: refumedt the; 

difcourfe as follows^. 

CHAP. xxir. 

IviNG William^ faid my uncle Tohjy addreffing him^ 
felf to Toricif was fo- terribly provoked at Count 
Solmes tor difobeying his orders, that he would not 
fuffer him to come iiito hisprefence for many months 

after. ^I fear, anfwcrcd JToricky the fquife will be 

as much provoked at the corporal, as the King at the 

Count. But 'twould be fingularly hard in this 

cafe, continued he, if corporal Trim^ who has be* 
haved fo diametrically oppofite to Count Soimes^ 
fliould have the fate to be rewarded with the fame 
difgrace ; — too oft, in this world, do things take that 
train — I would fpring a mine^ cried my uncle 
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faiyt rifing up, and blow up my fortifications, and 
my houfe with them, and we fhould perilh under 

their ruins, ere I would ftand by and fee it.- 

Trim direfted a flight — ^but a grateful bow towards 
his matter, — and*/b die chapter ends. 

CHAP. XXIII. 

— ^Then, Toricl^ replied my uncle Tobyy you and 
I will lead the way abreaft, and do you, cor- 
poral, follow a few paces behind us. ^And Su» 

fannah^ an* pleafe your honour, fa id Tr/w, (hall be 

put in the rear. 'Twas ap excellent difpofition ; 

and in thb order, without either drums beating, or 
colours flying, they marched flowly from my uncle 
Tohf% houfe to Shandy-halL 

1 wifli, faid Trim^ as they entered the door^ 

inftead of the fafh- weights, I had cut off the 

church-fpout, as I once thought to have done.— 
You have cut off fpots enow, replied Torich. 

CHAP. XXII. 

As many piftures as have been given of my father, 
how like him foever in different airs and attitudes, 

not one or all of them can ever help the reader 

to any kind of preconception of how my father 
would think, fpeak, or aft, upon any untried occa- 
fion or occurrence of life — There was that infini- 
tude of od Jitios in him, and of chances along with 
it, by which handle he would take a thing, — it baf- 
fled, Sir^ all calulations.^— -^The truth was, his 



Digitized 



by Google 



l*JO THE LIFE AND OPtNlONt 

toad lay fo very far on erne fide, from that wherem 
iTioft men traTelled — ^that every objcft before hkn 
prefcnted a face and fedlion of itfelf to his eye, al- 
together difterent from the plan and elevation of it 
feen by the reft of mankind,— —•In other wordsj 
'twas a difFerent objeA, — and, in courfe, was dif- 
ferently confidered. 

This is the true reafon, that my dear J^enny and 
I, as well as all the world befides us,* have fuch e- 
temal fquabbles about nothing — She looks at her 

outfide, 1, at her in. How is it pof&ble we 

fliould agree about her valve I 

CHAP. XXV. 

lis a point fettled,.— and I mention it for the 
comfort of * Confucius^ who is apt to get entangled 

in telling a plain ftory, ^that provided he keeps 

along the line of his ftory, he may go backwards 

and forwards as he will, ^'tis ftill held to be no 

digreffion. 

This being premifed, I take the benefit of the aB 
.rf going backwards myfelf. 

CHAP, XXVI. 

Fifty thoufand pannier loads of devils — (not of the 
archbifhop of Benevento*s — ^I mean of Rabelais* h de- 
vils) with their tails chopped off by their rumps» 
could not have made fo diabolical a fcream of i:, as 

• Mr. Sbandy it fuppofcd to mean ••••»»♦ •t*^ Ef,gj. jnembcr 
for ♦♦•••*r— and not tfec Chinefe Legiflator. 
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J did — ^when the accvlent bf fel mc : it futnmon'id 

up my mother inftantly into the nurfery, fo ths^ 

Sufannah had bat jail time 10 make her ef ape dowil 
the back ilairs, aft my mother came op the fore. 

Ko\B», though I was old enough- to have told the 

ftory myfelf, ^and young enough, I hope, to 

have done it without malignity^ yet Sufarmahy in 
puffing by the kitchen, for fear of accidents, had 
left it in fhort-hand with the cook — ^tke cook had 
told it with a commentary to Jonathan^ and Jonathan 
to Ohadiah ; fo that by the time my father bad rung 
the bell half a dozen times, to know what was the 
matter aboyct^-was Obadiab enabled to give him a 
|»rticukr account of it, jafl as it had happened. 
*— I diougbtas much faid my father, tucking up 
bis night-gown ; and fo walked up flairs. 

One would imagine from this — (though for my 

€wn part I fomewhat queftlon it) rthat my fa-' 

tber1)efere that time, had a^hially wrote that re« 
ftiarkable chapter in the Trifira^padiay which to me 
is the moft original and eqtertatning one in the 
. whole book ; a nd that is the chapter upon fafi^ 
nvindonvSy with a bitter Fbilippic at the end of it 
v^n the forgetfulnefs of chamber-maids*— -I have 
but two reafons for thinking othrrrwtfe. 

Firft, Had the matter been t^ken into confidenif* 
tion befere the event happened, my father certainly 
would have nailed up the fafh -window for good and 
all J— which, confidering with what difficulty he 

compofed books, ^he might have done with ten 

times lels trouble thai\ he could have wrote the 
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chapter : this . argument,- I forefee, holds good a-^ 
gainft his writing the chapter, even after the crent; 
but 'tis obviated under the fecond reafon, which I 
have the honour to offer to the world in fupport of 
zny opinion, that my father did not write the chap- 
ter upon fafh-Vindows and chamber-pots^ at the 
time fuppofed>— and it is this*— 

— ^That in order to render the Trjfira^adia CQxa^ 
plete, — I wrote the chapter myfelf. 

CHAP. xxvn. 

jMy father put on his fpeftaclcs — ^looked — ^toofe 
them off,— j>ut them into the cafc— — all in lefd 
than a ftatu table minute ; and without opening his 
lips, turned about> and walked preciiMtately down 
ftairs: my mother imagined he had ftep{)ed down 
•for lint and bafilicon; but feeing him return with 
a couple of folios under his arm, and Obadiah ioL 
lowing him with a large reading deik, (he took itfov 
granted 'twas an herbal, and fo drew him a chair to 
the bed'fidcj that he might confult upon the cafe.at 
his eafe. 

— If it be but right done, — faid my father, tum^ 
ing to the SfUjpn — defide velfubjeHo circumciftonis^-^ 
for he had brqught up Spencer de Legibus Hebraorum 
Ritualibus — and MamomdeSf in order to confront 
and examine us altogether. — 

— If it be but right done, quoth he — Only tell ust 
cried my mother,^ interrupting him, what herbs« - — • 
For that, replied my father, you muft fend for Dr* 
S/ofu *" 
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My mother went down, and my father went on^ 
reading the feftion as follows: 

« .##♦##♦♦##••#« 

* *_VetyweH, ^faid my father, » * ♦ • 

#. *##♦»#.♦#♦»##♦ 

# ###«*«#«,*##«« 
n ay, if it has that convenience — and fo without 

flopping a moment to fettle it firft in his mind whe- 
ther the Jews had it from the Egyptians^ or the ^- 
gyptians from the Jews^ — he rofe up, and rubbing 
his forehead two or three times acrofs with the palm 
of his hand, in the n^nner we rub out the footfleps 
of care when evil has trod lighter updn us than we 
foreboded,— —he fliut the book, and walked down 
flairs, — ^Nay, faid he, mentioning the name of a dif- 
ferent great nation upon every ftep as he fet his foot 
upon it — if the Egyptians, — the Strians,^— the 
Phockicians, — the Arabians, — the Cappaboci- 
ANs — if the CoLCHi, and Troglodytes did it — if 
Solon and Pythagoras fubmitted, what is Tris* 
TRAM ? Who am I, that I fhould fret or fume one 
moment about the matter i 

CHAP. XXVIII. 

X/RAR Torick^ faid my father fmiling (for Torich had 
broke his rank with my uncle ^Tohy in coming thro* 
the narrow entry, and fo had ftept firft into the par- 
lour),— this Trjjtram of ours, I find, comes very 
hardly by all his religious rites. — Never was the fon 
of Jenv^ Ciriftian, Turi^ or InAdeU initiated into 
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llicm in fo oblique and flovcnly a manner.— But he 
18 no worfe, I truft, faid l^onVi—^— There has beea 
certainly, continued my f ather^ the deuce and all to 
do m fome part or other of the ecliptic, when this 
offspring of mine was formed — That you are a bct» 
ter judge of than I, replied Torich Aftrologers, 
quoth my father^ know better than us both :— — ^thc 
trine and fextile afpe£bs hare jumped awry, ■ o r 
the oppofite of their afcendants have not hit it, a$ 
they fhould,— or the lords of the genitures (as they 
call them) have been at ho^ep^ — or fomething haa 
been wrong above or below with us. 

*Ti8 poffible, anfwered Torkk — But is the chilcl, 
cried my uncle TWy, the worfe ? -~Thc Troghdytes 
iay not, replied my fathen— — And yourlheologiflsy 

Torick^ tell us ^Th\jologically ? faid JT^riri— — or 

peaking after the manner of * ;q>othccaric«?— -^ 
f Itatefmen ?.— or § waflierwomcn ? 

1 ^I'm not fure, rcf^ed my father, — ^but dicy 

tell us, brother Toby^ he's the better for it,— Pro- 
vided, faid TorHi you travel him into Egypt *^ ■ ■■ 
Of that, anfwered my father, be will have the ad« 
vantage, when he fees the Pyramids.. 

Now» every word of this, quoth my unde Toby^ 
is Arabic to me. — ^I wilh> (aid Torick^ 'twas fo — ^to 
half the world. 

pHtLO. 
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«-* Ilos, contiimed my father, cifcimicifed his 
whofe army one morning ^Not without a court- 
martial ? cried my uncle Tobj. — ^Though the learn- 
ed, continued he, taking no notice of my unc!e Tobf% 
remark, but tumii^ to IVici,'— are greatly divided 
(till who Bus was ; — Tome fay Saturn ; — fome the 
Supreme Being ; others, no more than a brigadier- 
generat under Pbarach-neco. Let him be who he 
will, faid my uncle Tobj^ I know not by what article 
of war he could juflify it. 

The ccmtroTerti^s, anfwered my father, aflign 
two-and-twenty difficrenc reafons for it-*-others in- 
deed, who hare dradrn their pens on the oppofite 
fide of the queftion, hare ihown the world the fu- 
tility of the greateft part of them. But then again, 

our beft polemic divines ^I wiih there was not a 

polemic divine, faid Torich^ in the kingdom ; — one 
ounce of pradical divinity is worth a painted (hip- 
load of all their reverences have imported thefe fifty 
years., — ^Pray, Mr. Torich^ quoth my uncle Tohy^ do 
tell me what a polemic divine is. — ^The beft dcf rip- 
tion. Captain Shandy^ I have ever read, is of a couple 
of *em, replied Torick^ in the account of tlie battle 
fought fingle hands betwixt Gymnaft and Captain 
Trspet\ whidi I have in my pocket — ^I beg I may 
hear it, quodi my unck Toby eameftly — You ihall, 

faid Tgrick. And. as the corporal is waiting for 

me at die door,--and I know the defcription of a 
battle will do the poor fellow more good than his 

* *0 UUiTt ri^ ki t uk it%^irlfinrmt rmtt9 *»7nm* »«^ «^ «^* 
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fupper, — ^I beg, brother, you*H gi¥c him leaveto - 
come in.-^With all my foal, faid my father. — Trim- 
came in, ere£t and happy 48 an emperor : and hav- 
ing ihut the door, Torisi took a book from his right 
hand coat pocket| and read, or pretended to fcadj 
as follows : 

CHAP. XXIX. 

€t — ^Which words being heard t>y all the foldiers 
•' which were there, divers of them being inwardly 
<< terrified, did (brink back, and make room for the 
^< aflailant : all this did Gymnqft verj well remark 
<< and confider ; and therefore^ making as if he ' 
<< would have alighted from off his horfe, as he was 
«< poiiing.himfelf on the mounting fide, he moii 
«« nimbly (with his fliort fword by his thigh) fliift- 
<< ing his feet in the ftirrup^ and performing the 
•' ftirrup-leather feat, whereby, after the inclining 
«< of his body downwards, he forthwith launched 
<< himfelf aloft into the air, and placed both his 
«< feet together upon the faddle, ftanding upright, ' 
" with his back turned towards his horfe's head,— 
<< Now (faid he) my cafe go^ forward. Then fud- 
•< denly,*in the fame pofture wherein he was, he 
<< fetched a gambol upon one foot, and turning to 
•« the left hand, failed not to carry his body pcrfcft- 
«]y round, juft into his former pofition, without 
«* miffing one jot. — Ha ! faid Tripet, I will not do 
<« that at this time, — and not without caufe. Well, 

«< faid Gymni^^ I have failed, 1 will undo this . 

5< leap ; then with a marvellous ftrength and agilky# 
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^f turning towards the right hand^ he fetched ano- 
«« thcr friiking gambol as before ; which done, he 
« fct his right hand thumb upon the*ow of the 
«« faddle^raifedhimfelf up, and fprung into the air, 
<< poifing and upholding his whole weight upon the 
«< mufcle and nerve of the faid thumb, and fo turn- 
'< ed and whirled himfelf about three times: at the 
^ /ourth, icverfing his body, and overturning it up- 
<< fide down, and fore fide back, without touching any 
" Mng, he brought himfelf betwixt the horfe's two 
** cars, and then giving himfelf a jerking fwing, he 
♦« feated himfelf upon the crupper."— 

[This can't be fighting faid ray uncle Toby. — ^The 
corporal (book his head at it.— Have patience, faid 
Xonci."] 

«« Then {Tripet) pafs'd his right leg over the fad- 
<* die, and placed himfelf en croup. — But, faid he, 
«< 'twere better for me to get into the faddle ; then 
^<. putting the thumbs of both hands upon the crup-* 
<< per before him, and thereupon leaning himfelf, 
** as upon the only fupporters of his body, he in- 
^< continently turned heels over head in the air, and 
*•< ftraight found himfelf betwixt the bow of the 
<< faddle in a tolerable feat ; then fpringing into the 
« air with ja fummierfet, he turned him about like 
<< a windmill, and n)ade above an hundred frifks 
^< turns, and demipommadas." — Good God ! cried 

Trinff lofiag all patience one home thruft of a 

bayonet is wprth it all*— —I think fo too, replied 
Toritk. 

I ^ of a contrary opinion quoth my fathers 
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CHAP.XXJC 

.^NOf — ^I think Ihay&advanco^ nothing, replied 
my father, making anfwer to a queftion which Toru:i 
had taken the liberty to put to him— I have adva^c€ff 
nothing in the Triftra*padia but what is as cl^r af 

any one propofition in Euclid, -Reach me, Trit^^ 

that book from off the fcrutoire u— it hae qft^fimea.. 
been in my mind, continued my f^ther^ to li^ve re^ . 
it over, <both to you Torick^ and^ to my brotheiT' 
Toby s and I think it a little unfriendly in myfclf in 
not having done it long ago; — (hall we have a ftiort 
chapter or two now, — and a chapter or two hereaf^ 
ter, as occafions ferve, and fo on, till we get throf* 
the whole ? My uncle Tobf and Torick made the; 
obeifanc^ which was proper \ and the corporal, 
though he was not included in the compliment, laid 
his hand upon his breaft and made his bow at the 

fame time. The company fmiled. 21nV«, quoth, 

my father, has paid the full price for (laying out the 
enter tainment^^^Ylt did not feem to reliih the play, 
replied Torick — *Tmi»s a Tom-fool. battle, an'pleafe. 
your reverence, of Captain Tripefs and that other 
officer, making fo many fummerfets as diey advaiv*. 
ced *, — the French come on ogpring now and then 
in t&at way,— but not quite fo much. 

My uncle Tob^ never felt the confctou(iiefs of his 
exillencc with more complacency, than what the 
corporal's, and his own reflexions, made him do at 
that moment ;— he lighted hif pipe, — Torick drew 
his chair clofer to the uble,«— 7nm inaff'd thecaodle> 
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ray father (tirr'd up the fire, t ook up the hoqk, 
•*— <»ugh'd twice, and began. 

CHAP. XXXI. 

1 WE firft thhty pages, faid my father, turning over 

the kayes, arc a little dry; and as they are 

not clofely conncfted with the fubjca. -for the 

prefcnt we'll pafs them by : tis j prct y 

introdudUon, continued my father, or an Inrrot uc-. 
tory preface (for I am not determined which name 
to give it) upon political or civil g^verment j 'he 
foundation of which being laid ii* the firit conjunc- 
tion betwixt male and female, for procreation of the 
fpecies — 1 was infenfibly led into it.- — — * i w is na- 
tural, faid torick* 

The original of fociety, continued my father, I'm 
fatisfied, is, what Poluian tells us, /. e. merely con- 
jugal, and nothing more than the getting together 

of one man and one woman ; to wfiich (*?ccord- 

ing to Hefiod)^ the philofopher adds a feryant : 

but fuppofing, in the firft beginning, there were no 

men fervants born, ^he lays the foundation of it 

in a man, — a woman,-— and a bull ^I believe 'tis an 

ox, quoth Yorick. quotuig the paflage {;t^ ^t\ *i<i^,wU, 
yw&iwa rt,0i9&f9rti^).^^A buU muft havc given more 

trouble than his head was worth. But there in a 

better reafon ftUl, faid my father (dipping his pen 
into his ink), for the ox, being the mofl patient of 
animals, and the moft ufefiil witfial in tilling the 
ground for their nouriOiment — ^was the propereft in,- 
ftrument, and emblem too, for the new joined 
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coupk that the creation cou*d have afibciated with 
them.— And there is a ftronger reafon, added my 

uncle T^y, than them all for the ox My father 

h»d not power to t^ke his pen out of his ink- horn 
till he had heard my uncle Toby^s reafon — For, when 
the ground was tilled, faid my uncle Toby^ and made 
worth enclofing, then they began to fecure it by 
walls and ditches, which was the origin of fortifica- 
tion. — ^True, true, dear Toby^ cried my father, ftrik- 
ing out the bull, and putting the ox in his place. 

My father gave Trim a nod to fnuff the candle, 
and rcfumed his difcourfe. 

I enter upon this fpeculation, faid my father 
carelefsly, and half fliutting the book, as he went 
on, — ^merely to fliew the foundation of the natural 
relation between a father and his child ; the right 
and jurifdlflion over whom he acquires thefe feve- 
ral ways : — 

I ft. By marriage. 
2d, By adoption. 
3d, By legitimation. 

And, 4th, By procreation ; all which I confider 
in their order. 

I lay a flight ftrefs upon one of them, replied IV 

rid the aft, efpecia'ly wheie it ends there, in 

my opinion, lays as little obligation upon the child, 
as it conveys power to the father. — You are wrong, 
-—faid my father, argutely, and for this plain rea- 
fon. ♦ * * * * * * * 
0. #* * * » * ** 

*,^I own, added my father, that the offspring, upon 
fto ;^count, is not lo under the power and jurif- 
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di6lion of the mother. — But the rcafon, re lied jTom 
rickf equally holds good for her. — She is under au« 
thority herfelfj faid my father ; — ^and bcGdesii conti* 
nued my father, nodding his head^ and laying big 
fin^xr upon the fide of his nofc, as he aiBgned his 

reafon,— ^5^ // not the princpai agent ^ T orick. In 

what ? quoth my uncle Toby^ (topping his pipe. — 
Though) by all means added my fath::r (not at* 
tending to my uncle Toby)^ ' The fin ought to pay her 
reJ^eEti* as you may read, JTorici, at large, in the 
firit book of the Inftitutes of Juftiniani at the cle« 
venth title and the tenth fedlion. — I can read it as 
wcilj replied Torick. la the vJatechifm. 

CHvp.xxxir. 

Trim can repeat every word of it by heart, quoth 
jny uncle Toby — Pugh ! faid my father, not caring 
to be interrupted with Trim^s laying his Carechifm. 
He can, upon my honour, replied my uncle Toby^^ 

aik him, Mr. JTorici^ any quettion ou pleafe 

— The fifth commandment. Trim iAid JTorici, 

ipcaking mildly, and with a gentle nod, as to a mo- 
deft Catechumen. The corporal Itood filcnt Yen 

don't .fk him right, faid my uncle Toby, raifing his 

TOiQC, and giving it rapidly like the word of com- 

mmtl v~tlit^ fi ih— cried my uncle Toby^^^^l muft 

' itii the fi|^»an' pleafe your Honour, faid 
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oc^r fmiling.-- Your 

^faid the corporal, fiioul- 
\ and marchiug into the 
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middle of the room, to illirftrate bis pdfition,-— that 
'm exa£Uy the fame thing as doing tme'a exercife ia 
the field — 1 

• <« ^'» your right hand 1^ yovr fitelocl^ cried the 
cbrporal, givmg the wdtd -of command, and per- 
forming the motion. — 

" Potfeyourjirehck,' cried the corporal, doing the 
diityHiU 6f both adjutant and private mart.-— 

« Re^yourfirelochy* — one motion, an' |>Icafc your 
reverence, you fee leads into another.— If his ho- 
nour will begin but ^ith the^r)?. 

The /jr/?— cried my «!;hk:Ic lohy^ fetting his band 
upon his fide— » **#♦*♦#♦* 
♦ ♦ # ♦ ♦^ 

The^rWr-rCricd my uncle ^oby^ weaving his to- 
taccopipc," as he would have done his fword at the 
head of a regiment;— Tbc corporal went thuough 
his manual with exa^^nefs.^ and haying honoured bis 
father and mother^ mad^ low bow and fell back ta 
the fide of the room. 

|:very thing in this world, faid my father, is big 
with jeft, — and has wit in it, and mftruftion too, 
r— if we can but find it out. 

Here is the fcaffold work of mftruCkion, — 

Its true point of folly withoitt the building bchiwi 

it— 

^ Here is the glafe for pedagogues, preceptors, tu- 
tors, governors, gerund grinders, and bear-icaders 
to view themfclves in, in their true dimenfions.— 

Oh ! there is a hulk and (hel>, Yorich^ which 
grows up with learning, which their unfldlfulncfi 
Icnou-s not how to iling away ! 
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Sciences maf he kat'ru J by nxm>i»i but IVifdammt^ 
T&rick thought my hihtv nfpkcd— f ^lil eater 
iato ot^gitioiK this mcxneat, f4d. my fatlier, 
to lay out all my aunt Dinah's legacy in charitably 
tkfcs, (of which, bj the bye, ovy fatoer had no h gh 
Qpinioa) if the corpora; has, aay oac dr,t.!rx»matc 
idea amiexed to my one word h^ has r^peated.^- 
Prithic^, Trimf quoth ray father, turning, round to 
him, — ^What doft thovi m^^an, by «« honouring thy 
father and mothef ?*' 

Allowing them, an' plcafe your honour, three 
half-pence a day out of my pay, when they graw 
old.— —^-AttddidA thou do that, Trim f {aidTorLk^ 
r— He did indeed^ repKed my uncle Toby-^Th^n^ 
Trim, faid Torickf Ipringing out of his chair, and 
talung the corporal by the hand, thou art the bed 
comjnentator on thai part of the decalogue ; and f 
honour thee more for it, corporal Trim^ than if thou^ 
lladft. had, a band in the Tahnud itfelfl 

CHAP. xxxm. _ i 

\J BLESSED health! cried my father, oiaking ^ ex^ 
clamation, as he turned ov^r the leaves to the next 
chaptpr^ — thou art above all gold and treafure j 'tis 

thou who enlarges the foul^ and opened all it* 

powers to receive inftruftion and to relifli virtue — 
He that has thee, has little more to wi(h for ^ — -« 
and he that Is fo wretched as to want thee, — wants 
every thing with thee. 
. Ihav« concentrated all that can be faid into tfaii 
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important head, faid my father, into very little room^ 
therefore we'll read the chapter quite through. 

My father read as follows : 

*' The whole fecret ol health depending upon the 
" due contention for maOery betwixt the radical 
« heat and the radical moifture** — You hare proved 
that matter of fa^, I fuppofe, above, faid rorici. 
Sufficiently, replied my father. 

In faying this, my father fliut the book, - not as if 
he refol\rcd to read no more of it, for he kept his 

fore^ finger in the chapter:— nor pettifhly for he 

ihut t-ie book flowly j his thumb rcfting, when he 
had done it, upon the upper fide of the cover, as 
his three fingers. fupported the lower fide of it, with- 
out the leaft compreffivc violence— 

I have dcraonftrated the truth of that point, quoth 
my father, nodding to JTorick, moft fufficientiy in the 
preceding chapter. 

Now, could the man in the moon be told, that a 
man in the earth had wrote a chapter, fufficientiy 
demonft rating that the fecret of all health depended 
upon the due contention f :;r mallery betwixt the 
radical heat and the radical moifturei — ^and that he 
Had n^anaged the point fo well, that there was not 
one fingle word wet or dry upon radical heat or ra- 
dical moil lure, throughout the whole chapter, — or a 
Sngle fyilable in it^r^ or cotii direftly or indireftly, 
upon the contention betwixt thefe two powers in any 
part of the animal economy — 

♦« O thou eternal Maker of all beings!" — ^hc 
WouM cry, (Irikiug his bread with his right hand, 
(in cafe he had one) — «' Ihou whofe power and 
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^> goodnefs can enlarge the faculties of thy creatures 
«« to this infinite degree of excellence aiid perfcftia% 
t€ — What have we Moonites done V* 

CHAP XXXIV. 

'With two ftrokes, th? one at Hippocrates^ the 
other at Lord Verulamy dd my father atcliiew. T. 

The ftroke at the prince' of phyficians, with whijli 
he began, was no more than a Inoi t infult Uj)on his 

forrowful complaint of the Ars ionga, and Vita 

irevis. — Life fhort, cried m\' father, and the art 

of healing tedious ! And who are we to thank for 
both the one and the other, but the ignorance of 

quacks thcmfelves,. and the (lagc loads of chemi* 

cal noftrums, and peripatetic lumber, with which, ia 
all ages, they have firft flaiter'd the worid, and at 
lad deceived ic . 

■ O my Lord Verulam t cried my father, turn* 
ing from Hippocrates^ and making his fccond ftroke 
at him, as the principal of noftrum-mongers, and 

the fitted to be made an example of to the reft, 

What Ihall I fay to thee, my great Lord Verulam ? 
What fhall I fay to thy internal fpint,^-— thy opi- 
um, — thy faltpetre, ^thy grcafy unftion, thy 

daily purges, — thy nightly glifters, and fucceda- 
neuras? 

Rf y father was never at a lofs what to fay ta 

any mauj upon any fubjeft } and had the leaft occa- 
fion for the exordium oi any man breathing : how 
he dealt with his lordfljip's opinion, — you fliall fee i 
H4 
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b^t when — I know not : — wc muft firfl fee what 
his lordfhip's opinion was. 

CHAP. XXXV. 

<f 1 HB two great caufe* which confpire with ocfa 
<< other to ihortca life» £ij« Lotd FenJam, Wi 
wfirft— . 

'< The interna) fpirit, which» like a gentle flame» 
^ wafics the body down to death :<*-And feceadly^ 
*< the external air, that parches the body up to 
*< afhes : — which two enemies attacking ns on both 
«« (ides of our bodies together, at length deftroy our 
<< organs, and render them un&c to carry on the 
•• fundions of life.** 

This being the flate of the cafe, the road to Ioa« 
gcvlty was plain ^ nothing more being required, fays 
his locdfiiip, but to repair the wafte committed by 
the internal fpirit^ by making the fubftance of it 
more thick and denfe, by a regulai; courie of opiates 
00 one fide, and by refrigerating the heat of it ca 
the otheri by three grains and a half of iahpetris 
every morning before you get up.— ^ 

Still this frame of ours was left expofed to the 
inimical afHiults of the air without ; but this was 
fenced off" again by a courfe of grcafy unfikions, 
which fo fully faturated the pores of the fltin, that 
no fpicuia could enter i^ — ^nor could any one get 
out. — ^This put a ftop to all perfpiration, fenfibk 
and infenfible, which being the caufe of fo many 
fcurvy diftcmpers —a courfe of gliftcrs was requifitc 
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fociffiyoff redundaat humours, — and render the 
fyftem complete. 

What my father had to fay to my Lord of Veru^ 
lam's opiates, his faltpetre, and greafy unflions and 
gliftcrs, you (ha 1 read, — ^but not to-day — or to-mor- 
yow : time prelRs upon me,^ — my reader is impa- 
tient 1 vcmii get forwards.^— Tou (ball read the 

chapter at your leifure (if you chooft it), as foon a»- 
cver the 7>^r^i-j>^p^/w is publi li^d. 

Sufficeth it at ptefent, to fay, my father levelled 
die hypothcfis with the ground, and in doing that» 
the learned know, he built up and eftablilhcd YC\^ 
own.- 

CHAR XXXVI;. 

Th3 wfefc fecret of heaitJi^ faid my fither; begmi' 
aing'the jfentcnce again^ depending evidently upoft 
<^ due contention betwixt the radical heat and ra- 
dical moifture within^us ;-^tbe lea(l imaginable ik$U 
had beeti' fufficient to have maintained it, had not 
Ac fcboolmen cenfounded^thetaflc, merely (as Van 
Melmont^ the faisfious chcmift* has proved) by all 
;dong miftaking the radical moifhire for the tallow 
and fat of animal bodies. 

■ Now the radical Wiorflure is not the tallow or fat 
of axiimal9) but ant oily:^^ and balfamous fubftance\ 
for tlie fat and' tallow, as alfothe phlegm or watery 
paits arc cold 5 whe^^ eas the oily and btilfAmous parts v 
arc of a lively heat and ijjirit, which accounts for the 
phfervation of Ar^othy «* ^od omne anintdl poj} cA^ 
i*.rawf5/i trWjc*^ ..-'•. 
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Now it is certain, that the radical heat li^re8 la 
the radical moifturej but whether vice verfa^ is a 
d ubt : however, when the one decays, the other 
deciiys alfo ;. and then is produced,>cither an unna- 
tu'-al heat, which caufes an unnatural drynefs — or 
an unnatural moifture, which caufes dropfics. — So 
that if a child, as he grows up, can be but taught to 
avoid ru ning into fire or water, as either of them 
threaten his deftruftion, — 'twill be all that is need- 
ful to be done upon that head — 

CHAP. XXVII. 

1 HE defcription of the ficge of Jertclyi itfelf, could 
not have engaged the attention of my uncle Tsby 

more powerfully than the laiV chapter \ ^his eye* 

were fixed upon my father thronghoat \x,\ — ^hc ne- 
ver mentioned radical heat and radical moifture^ but 
my uncle Tohy took bis pipe out of his mouth, ami 
fhook his head \ and as Coon as the chapter wa^ fr» 
nifhcd, he beckoned to the corporal to come clofe to 
his chriir, to ^Xk him the folJowi':g queftion^ 'mjide — 

was at the fiege of Umericif an' pleafe your ho- 
nour, replied the corporal, making a bow* 

1 he poor fellow and I, quoth my uncle T^ijt, ad- 
drcffing fiimfelf to my father, were Icarce siAeto 
crawl out: of our tents, ai the time the fi^ge of Z,/- 
tnerlck was raifed, 'upon the very account you men- 
tion. — Now what can hare got into that precious 
noddle of thine, my dear brother 7oby ? cried mf 
father^ mentally-^By heaven I continued he^ cooi- 
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' Hiuning ftiU with himfelf, it would puzzle znOedi^ 
pui to bring Jt in point -r— 

I believe, an* pleafe your honour, quoth the cor- 
poral, that if it had not been for the qu intity of 
l>randy we fet ffifc to every night, and the claret and 
cinnamon with which I plied your honour off;— • 
and the geneva*, Trim^ added my uncle Tohy^ which 
did usmore good than all— —I verily believe, conti-- 
nued the corporal, we had both) aa' pleafe your 
honour, left our lives in the trenches, and been bu* 

iried in them too. ^The nobleft grave, corporal !' 

cried my uncle ^oby^ his eyes fparkling as he fpoke». 
that a foldier could wift to lie down in.-JB\it a pi«- 
Ifeiful death for him, ao.- pleafe four honour, replied 
4he corporaL 

Ail this was. as much J^abk to my father, as the 
sites of the Qolcbi and Trc^odites had been before to 
«iy uncle Tobjf ; mj father conid not determine^ 
whether he was to frown or to fmiie. — 

My un«le "lohy turning to Torifky refumed thc^ 
€afe at Limeritk^ more intelligibly than he had be* 
gun it,— ^and fo fettle the point for my i^xhtz aix 
•nee. 

CKAF.XXX\aiL 
It was undoubtedly^. &id. my MndeTohy^ a great 
happinefs ior myfeliand the corps rab that we had 
all along' a burning fever, attended with a mo(i ra- 
ging third, during the whole five and twenty days 
the flux was upon us^in the qamp ; otherwife^ what 
mjf bcothcfi calls the radical naoiiture^ mnft» as £ 
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conceive it, inevitably have got the better.— j-^Rfy 
father drew in his lungs top full of air^ and lodu0g 
Up, blew it forth again^ as flowly as he ^;>oiIibly 
could.— 

—-It was heaven's mercy to us, continued my 
uncle Tobyt which put it into the corporal's headj to 
maintain that due contentiQn between the radical 
heat and the radical moifture, by reinforcing the fc- 
ve^, .is he did all alongi with hot wines and fficfH » 
VI 'ertbv the corporal kept up (as, it were) a,contji« 
nuai firing, fo that the radical heat i\ood its ground 
from the beginning to the end, and was a fair match 
for the moifture, terrible as it wa«- — ^Upon my ho- 
nour, added my uncle Toby^ you might have heard 
the contention within our bodies, brother Shandy^ 
tM'cnty toifcs.^— If there was no firing, faid Yorick. 
/ Well— faid my father, with a full afpiration, and 

paufing a while after thfc word ^Was I a judge» 

anci the laws of the country which made me one, 
permitted it, I would condemn fomc of the worft 
inalefafiors, provided they had had their clergy, 
i- — T orkk forefeeing the fentence was 

likely to end with no fort of mercy, laid his hand 
upon my father's breaft, and begged he would rc- 
fplte it for a few minutes, till he afked the corporal 
a qucflion.- — Prithee, Trim faid Tcrith^ without 
ftaying for my father's leave, — tell us honeftly, what 
is thy opinion concerning this (clf-fame radical heat 
and Tidkal moiilure ? 

W'th humb e fubmiflSon to his honour's better 
judgrncnt, quoth the corporal, making abowtojuy 
uncle Tob;^'^ — Speak thy opinion freely, corpora 
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Md^eoftinclt T^y. ^ITie poor fellow is my fer- 

irant,— n<>t my flavc,— radded my uncle Toby, turn- 
ing to my father. 

The corporal put his hat und^r Kis left arm, and 
widi his (tick hanging upon the, wrift of it, by a 
black thong fplit into a taflll about the knot, he 
marched up to the ground where he had performed 
his catcchifm ^ then touching his under jaw with 
thfe thumb and fingers of his hand before he opea- 
tdhis mouth— -he delivered his notion thus. 



CHAP XXXIX. 

JutT as the corporal was humming to begin 
Waddled I>r. Slop — 'Tis not twopence ipa^r— rthc 
corppral fliall go on in the next chapter, let who 
will come in^ — ,, 

Weil, my good doftor, cried t^j father fportive« 
Jy, for the tranfitions of his paffions were imac- 

coiintahly fudden, and what has this ^help of 

mine to fay to the matter ? 

I:j[ad my father been alking after the amputation 

of the tail of a puppy-dog he could not have 

done it in a more carclefsair : the fyftem which Dr.. 
S/op had laid down^ to treat the accident by, no 
way allowed of fuch a mode of enquiry. — He fat 
duwji. 

Pray, Sir, quoth my uncle To6y^ in a manner 
which could not go unanfwered, — -in what condi- 
tion IS the boy ? * Twill end in a thimoftsy replied 

Dr. Slop. 

lam no wifer than I was^ quoth my uncle Tohy^ 
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—returning his pipe into his mouth. ■ T hen let 
the corporal go on^ faid my father, with hit medical 
ledkure — The corporal made a bow to hi»oldfriemi> 
Dr. Slop^ and then delivered his opinion concerning^ 
radical heatt and radical moiHurei in the following 
word$« 

CHAP XL. 

1 HE city of Lhnerich^ the fiege of which was bc^ 
gun under hta Majeily King WitUam bimCelfj the 
year after I went imo the army — '— liesi an* pleafe 
your bonourbj m the middle of adeviliih wetj fwam«- 
py country-—' Tti qu te furrounded, faid my uncle 
Toby^ with the Shannorif and is by its fituation, one 
of the ftronged fortified places in Ireland. ■ ■ 
I think this is a new faihioa, quoth Dr. Slop^ of 

^ggitming a medicaJ' lefture. * Cis all true, an« 

fwered Triw^— — Then I wiih the faculty would 

foliow the cut of it, faid Torick. ' fi^ all cut 

throttghy an' pleafe your reyereace, faid the corporal* 
with drains and bogs ; and befides, there was fuch 
a quantity of rain itW during the fiege, the whole 

country wa&l^ikc a pu idle, 'twas that, and no- 

thing elfc, which brought on the flux,, and which; 
had like to have killed both his honour and myfelf. 
Now there was no fuch thing after the firft ten days, 
continued tl e corporal, f^r a foldic to lie dty in his 
tent, with Tiir cutting a ditch round itj to draw oit 
!the water j — nor was this enough, for thofe who 
could afFirc^ it as his honjurco'i Id, without letting, 
£re every night to a pewter diih fujl of brandy^ 
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which fdbk off the damp of the air, and made the 
infide of the tent as warm as a ftove. — 

And what conclufion doft thou draw, corporal 
TWw, cried my father, from all thefe premifes ? 

I infer, an' p.eafe your worfliip, leplied Trsmw 
that the radical moi :ure is nothing in the world but 

ditch-water ^and t' at the radical heat of thofc 

who can go to the expence of it, b burnt brandy, — 
the radical heat and moifture of a private man, an' 
pleafe your -honour, is nothing but ditch-water— 
and r, dram of geneva-^and give us but enough of 
it, with a pipe^of tobacco to give us fpirits, and 
drive away the vapours, — ^we know not what it is 
to fear death. 

. I am at a lofs* Captain Sbandyy quoth DoAor Stop^ 
to determine In what branch of learning your fer- 
vant fliines mod, whether in phyfiology or divifli* 
ty. — Slop had not forgot Trim's comment upon the 
fermon. 

It is but an hour ago, replied Torich^ fincc the 
corporal was examined icf the latter, and pafled 
mufter with great honour. — 

The radical heat and moifture, quoth Doftor Slop% 
turning to my father, you muft know, is the bafis 
and foundation of our being, — as the root of a tree 
is the fource and principle of its vegetation. — It is 
inl erent in the feeds of all animals, and may be 
preferved fundry ways, but principally, in my opi- 
nion, by confubjiantials^ imprinuntSy and occludents,-^ 
Now this pocr fellow, continued Dr. Slop^ pointing 
to the corporal, has had the misfortune to have heard 
fome fuperficiol emj)iric difcourfe upon this nice 
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point— That he has,— fatd my fetkcr.*— Vdry ijfc^ 
If, faid my unclc-r-rm fare of it,-*^ttOth fif^ki 

CHAP. XU, 

X)ocTO& Shp being called out to look at a cata;^ 
plafm he had ordered, it ga^e my father an ompor^ 
tunlty of going on' with another chapter in theTV^ 
trapaJia^^Comt ! cheer up, my lads ;^ Tllfhew yovb 
land-^for when we have tugged through that chap* 
ter, the book fhall not be opened again Uiis twelves 
montli* — Huzza !«— > 

CHAR XLir. 

r ivE years with a bib under his chin ; 

Four years in travelling from Chrilt-crofs-row to 
MalaM ; 

A year and a half in learning to write his own 
name ; 

Seven long years and more rvrVing it» at Greek 
and Latin ; 

Four* years at his probations ^ and his negations-^ 
the fine (liitue dWX lying in the middle of the marble 
block! — and notliing done, but his tools Sharpened 
to hew it out !— '^'is a piteous delay ! — Was not 
the great Julius Scaliger within an ace of never get- 
ting his tools (harpened at all? Forty- four years 

old was he btfore he could manage his Greek ?— 
and Peter Damianusy lorU biOiop of 0/liaf ^s all the 
world knows, could not fo much ns read, when he 
was of man's eftat6*<«— And £sJdu4 bimfelf^ as enii^ 
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c^^ a$ ibe turqc4 out after^ entered upon the law fa . 
late in .life, that every body imagined he intended to 
be an advocate in the other world : no wonder, when 
JEuaamidaSf the fon ^f ArcJ^idimas^ heard Xenocrates 
at feventy-five difputing about wifjom^ that he aiked 
gravely ,-i—-r^^ old man he yet difputing and inquire 
mg (onaming wifdom^^^what time wiJi he have iQ 
make ufe (fit. 

Tonck liftened to my father with great attention ; 
tliere was a feafeoing of wifdom unaccountably mix* 
ed tt{> with his (Itangeft whims> and he had fome- 
tlmes fnch illuminations in the darkell of his eclipr- 
fes, as almoft atoned for them : — be wary, Sir, when 
you imitate hira. 

I am convinced, Yoridt^ continued my father, half 
reading and half difcourftng^ that there is a Norths 
yreft pafTage to the intelle£lual world % and that the 
foul of man has fliorter ways of going to work, in 
filrnKhing itfelf with knowledge and inilruflion^ 
than we generally take with it.— —But, alack ! all 
£elds have not a river or a fpring running befide 

them i every child, Torick ! has not a parent to 

point it out. 

—The whole entirely depends, added my father, 

in a low voice, upon the auxiliary verbs^ Mr ToricL 

Had Torick trod upon FirgiPs fnake, he could not 

have looked more furprifcd ^I am furprifed too, 

cried my father, obferving it, — and I reckon it as 
one of th« greateil calamities which ever befel the 
republic of letters, that thofe who have been intruded 
with the education of our children, and whofe 
^ofineis it wss to open their minds, and ftock them 
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early with ideas, 'in order to fet the imagiiiatkni 
loofe upon them, have made fo little ufe of the auxi- 
liary verbs in doing it as they have done - S o ihat^ 
except Raymond Luiltus. and the elder Pelegrim^ the 
laft of which arrived to fach perfection in the ufe of 
'em, with his topics, that, in a few leflbns, he could 
teach a young gentleman to difcourfe with plauiibi- 
lity upon any fubjefl, pro and ton^ and to fay and 
write all tliat could be fpoken or written voncern- 
ing it. without blotting a word, to the admtratioQ • 
of all who beheld him I fhould be glad, faid 
JTorickf interrupting my father, to be made to corn- 
prchend this matter. Tou (hall, faid my father. 

The higheCl ftretch of improvement a fingte word 
is capable of is a high metaphor,r— for which, to 
my opinion, the idea is generally the worfe, and not 
the better ;— — but be that as it may, — when the 

mind has done that with it — there is an end, tl^ 

mind and the idea are at red, — ^until a fecond idea 
enters, — and fo on. 

Now the ufe of the awci/iariesf is, at once, to fet 
the foul a-going by herfelf upon the mateixals, as 
they are brought her ; and by the verfability of 
this great engine, round which they are twifted, to 
open new tra£ls of enquiry, and make every idea 
engender millions. 

You excite my curiofity greatly, faid Torici. 

For my own part, quoth my uncle Tiiy, I have 
given it up-r— 1 he Danes^ an* pleafc your honour^ 
quoth the corporal, who went on the left at the fiege 
of Limerick were all auxiliaries — — And very good 
#ncs, faid my uncle Tokji — And yoiir honpur rouPd 
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Vfnth them—— captains with captains ^vcry well, 

faid the corporal. — But the auxiliaries, Trim, my 
brother is talking about, anfwered my uncle iToiy^ 
I conceive to be different things. 
—You do ? faid my father, rifing up. 

CHAP. XLIII. 

jVIt father took a fingle turn acrofs the room, then 
fat down and finifhed the chapter. 

Ihe verbs auxiliary we are concerned in here^ 
continued my father, are, am ; was ; have ; bad % 
do\ did'y mahi made\fifff€r\JhaU\Jbould\ wiU\ 
nvotdd \ can \ could \ owe ; $ugit ; ufed, or is fvoixf. 
And thefc varied with tenfes, prefent<i pafi , futwn \ 
and conjugated with the verb fee^ or with thrfe 

qijeftions added to them \ ^h it ? Was it ? Witt 

it be ? Would Hhe? May it be ? Might it be i And 

thcfc again put negatively, // // noti Was it noti 

Ought it not ? — Or affirmatively, It is ; // was » 

// ougit to be) Or chronologically— ^a/ it been 
always i Lately i How long ago ? Or hypotheticallya 
^■^Jfit was i If it was not ? W hat would fol- 
low ?— If the French (hould beat the Engli/b i—l£ 
the Sun go out of the l^odiac i 

Now, by the right ufe and application of thefe» 
continued my father, in which a child's memory 
fliould be exercifed, there is no one idea can enter 
his brain, how barren foever, but a magazine of 
conceptions and conclufions may be drawn forth 
from it — Did'ft thou ever fee a white bear ? cried 
my father, turning his head round to Trim^ who 
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ftood at the back of hU chair : — ^No, an' ptcafc your, 
honour, replied the corpora^ — But thou could' d 
difcourfe about one Trim, faid my father, in cafe of 

need ? How is it pof&blc, broiher, quoth mj 

uncle Tofyf if the corpbiral never faw one ?-— -^Tis 
the fzCt I want, replied my father ^ and the poi&« 
bility of it is as follows : 

A WHITE BEAR i Very well- Have I ever fccn 
one ? Might I ever have fcen one ? Am I ever to 
fee one ? Ought I ev^r ta haie feea one f Or^ c?p 
I ever fee one ? ' 

• Would I had feen a white bear ? (for how can I 
imagine it ?) 

• If I (Lould fee a white bear, what fiiouid I fay? 
If I ftould never fee a white bear, what then ? 

If I never have^ can, muft, or fhall fee a white 
bear aKve ) have I^ever feen the ikin of one ? Did 
I ever fee one pamted ^-^^-^clcribedl ? Have I ne- 
ver dreamed of one?* 

Did my father, mother, uncle, aunt, brothers or 
lifters, ever fee a white bear ? What would they^ 
give ? How wodd they behave ? How would th^ 
white bear have behaved? Is he wild? Tame? 
TerriHcJ Rougb? SmoethI 

—Is the white bear worth feeing ? 

—Is there no fin in it ? 

—Is it better than a biackone f 



Digitized 



by Google 



TMt 

LIFE AND OPINIONS 



OF 



TRISTRAM SHANDY, Gent. 



IMsero G quid fort^ jocofius, hoc mihr juris 

Cum venia dabis. - ■ HoR, 



-Si quis caluoinietur lerius efie qUam decet 



theologum, auf mordacius quam deceat Chriftia- 
num ■ m m Ego, fed Democritus dixit. ■ 

ERASMtrS. 

Si quis CkricuSy aut Moiiachus» verba joculatoria^ 
rifum moventia fcicbatt anathema eRo. 

Second Council of Cartbags. 
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CHAP. L 

— — We^hh not flop two mmutes, my dear Sir, 
— — only, as we have got through thefc five \o- 
lumcs* (do, Sir^ fit down upon a fet — they are 
better than nothing) let us juft look back upon the 
country we have pafled through. — 

What a wildernrfs has it been ! and what a mer- 
cy that we have not both of us been loft, or devour- 
ed by wild beafts in it ? 

Did you think the world itfelf. Sir, had contained 
fuch a number of Jack Afles ? — How they view d 
and review'd us as we paflcd over the rivulet at the 
bottom of that little valley! — and when we climbed 
over that hill and were juft getting cut of fight 

go(^d God ! what a braying did they all fet up 

together f 

•* InUiefirilSditioi),t]iefiiibvol»i&ebegftnwUii^d»pt€r. 
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-^Pritliee, Sbeptord^ who keeps all thofe Jad 

— HeaTcn be their comforter—^ hat! are they 
never curried ? — Are they never taken in in winter i 
—Bray — ^bray— bray. Bray on, — the world isdeep* 
ly your debtor; — louder dill — that's nothing;— in 
good footh, jou are ill uYed : — ^Was I a Jack AUy I 
folcmnly declare, I would bray in G-fol*re-ut from 
morning even unto night. , 

CHAP. !!• 

iV^HBN my father had danced his white bear back- 
wards and forwards through half a dozen pages, he 
clofed the book for good apd all>— and in a kind of 
triumph redelivered it into Trim's hand, with a nod 
to lay It upon the Tcrutoire where ht found it.— - 
irjftrami faid he, (ball be made to conjugate every 
word in the di^^^ionary, backwards and forwards the 
fame way ;— every word, Torich^ by this means, you 
fee, is converted into a thefis or an hypothefis ;— 
every theCs and hypothefis have an offspring of pro- 
poCticnsj— — and each propofition has its own con- 
^eqi^ces and conclu (ions $— every one of which 
leads the. mind en again into frefh trafib of inquiries 
and doubtings.— The force of this engine, added my 
father, is inpredible, in opening a child's head.— 
*Ti8 enough, brother Shandy^ cried my uncle Toky^ 
to burft it into a thoufand fplinters.— - 

I prefume, faid Tarickj fmiling, — it muft be ow- 
ing to diisr--(for, let logldans fey what they will, 
it is not to be accounted for fufficiendy from the 
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bare wfc.of the ten predicfliiienti) — *-^rfitit the fa- 
mous Vincent ^irino^ amongft the many other afto- 
nifbing^feataof his cbirdhood, of which the Cardi- 
nal Bemio h*t^ given the world fo exa^ a ftory.- 
%ould be aUe to pafte tip at the public fchooU at 
RofMj fo early as in the' eighth year of his age, ne 
lc& than four thoufand five hundred and fifty dif- 
ferent thefe», upon tfeemoft atbftrufc points of the 
moft abftrufe theology \ — ^and to defend and main- 
tain them in fuch fort, as to cramp and dumfouni 
his oponcnts.— ^What ia that, cried my father, to 
what is told us of Alphenfus Toftatus^ who, almoft ' 
in bis nurte^s arms, learned all the fciences and li- 
, bcral arts, without being taught any one of them ? 
— What (hall we fay of the great Pierejkius f — 
That's the Yery man, cried Ay uncle Tohy^ I once 
told you of, brother Shandy^ who walked a matte* 
of iivehundred miles, reckoning from Paris to Sche^ 
velingi and from Scheveling back again, merely to fee 
iJ/^^Mx's flying chariot. — He was a very great man! 
added hay unck Toby (meaning $tevwus)y — He was 
fo, brother Toby^ faid my father (meaning P/Vrg(*/W) 
— and had multiplied his ideas fo faft, and increafed 
' his knowledge to ftich a prodigious ftock, that,*if we 
.may give credit to an anecdote concerning him, 
which we cannot withhold here, without (baking 

the authority of all anecdotes whatever- at feven 

psears of age, his father committed entirely to bis 
care the education of his ycflingcr brother, a boy of 
five years old, — with the fole management of all his^ 

concernf ? ^Was the father as wife as the fon ? 

quodi my uncle Toby: — I ihould think not, faid 
Vol. 11. I c- 1 
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foHik :— But what arc thefe, continued my father — 
(breaking out into a kind of enthufi4fni) — what are 
thcfcy to thofe prodigies of childhood in Grt^iut^ 
Sci-^piuff Heinfius^ Poliiian^ Pafcmli Jofeph Scali^ery 
Ferdinand de Cardoue^ and others — (bmc of which 
left off their fuhfiantinl forms at nine years old, Cf 
foonety and went on reasoning without them ? ■ 
Others went through their claflics at fe?en — wrote 
tragedies at eight \^^-^Ferdinand de Cardme was fo 
wife at nine, 'twas thought the devil was in him ; — 
and at Venice gave fuch proofs of h's kricwiedge 
and goodnefs, that the mouks imagined he was 
Jntiehrifty or nothing. — Others were mafters of 
fourteen languages at ten^— ^finiihed the courfe c( 
their rhetoric, poetry, logic, and ethics, at eleven, — 
put forth their comittentaiies upon Serviuf and 
M:irt':atius Capella at twelve— and at ihii teen re- 
ceived ^heir degrees in philofophy, laws nnd divi- 
nity : — Ryt you forgot the great Lif^fiufy quoth T(h- 
rich J who compofcd a work * the day he was born 

They fhould have wiped it up, faid my uncle 

7chy^ and faxd no mere about it. 

♦ Kons aurloni quclqjifi Interct, f?y? BailLty de montrcr qu'il 
t>'a ritn de jridkulc s'il ctoit veritable, au ^.cin dar.s Ic fais tnlj;- 
uoatiquc que Nidus jEryf/.ra-ui a ta he df luj donf^tr- ^Vt autc.r 
djt, que pour comprendrc ccrrme Z ypfe il a pu ccmpofcr u'n ouvrage 
Ic premier jour de fa vie, il faut s'imaginer, que ce premier joi.r 
n*eil pas celui de fa naiiTance chameUe, mais C(.iui au quel il a 
commence d'ufer de ]a railoa \ il vcut que c'ait etc a I'age de nevf 
ans; ctil nous vcut pcrfuadcr que ce fut.cn C'cX. a;je, que Liifc\\\ 
OH ppcmc.— J.t tcur eft Jngenicr.x, ^c. csc. 
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CHAP. IIL 

W^HSN the cataplafm was rcadjr, a fcniplc of dc- 
cmim had «nfeafonably rcfe up in StifttnnaV% con* 
fekacfi Aowit hoWtng the candle, whilft Slop tied 
it on ; Slop had not treated Sufannah^% diftemper 
with anodynes, — and fo a quarrel had enfued be- 
twixt them. 

—-— X)h hoh \ faid Slopi cafting a glance of un- 
dtie freedom in SufannaV^ face as (he declined the 

office; thea, I think, I know you. Madam. 

You know me, Sir! cried Sufaunah faflidioufly, and 
with a tofs of her head,, levelled evidently, not S 

his profeffion, but at the dof>or himfdf, you 

know me, cried Sufannah again. Dr. Slop clap- 
ped his finger and ht« thumb inAantly upon his no« 
ftrils: — Sufannah*% fpleen was ready to burft at it; — 
' ris falfe, faid Sufannah,' — ^Come, come, Mrs. Mo- 
dcfty. fatd Slop, no^ a little elated with the fuccefs 
^f his laft thruft, — ^if you won't hold the candle and 

look ryou may hold it and (hut your eyes:-^ 

That's one of your popifli (hifts, cried Sufannah: — 
-r-Tis better, faid^y/?/, with a nod, than no ftiift 

at all, young woman \ 1 defy jou, Sir, ciicd Su^^ 

fannah^ polling her (liift-sleeye ^low her elbow. 

It was almoft impoifible for two perfons to affit 
4tach other, in a furgical cafe, with a more fplenctic 
■ cordiality. 

Shp fnatch'd up the catnplafm, — Sufannnh fnatch'd 

9p the c?ndle -,— A little this way, faid ^5/^/ \ 

Sufannah boking on<^ way, and rowing another, ra- 
ftantly fet ilre to Slop'% wig, which being /omc what 
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bufliy and unfiuous withal, was burnt out before it 

was well kindled. You impudent whore ! cried 

Sltp (for what is paffion but a wild beaft)^,*— - 
you impudent whore, cried Shp^ getting upright, 
with the cataplafm in his hand : — •**-! never wa$ the 

deftru£hon of any body's nofe, faid SufamuA^ 

which is more than you can fay : — . — Is it ?*-»cried 
Slopi throwing the cataplafm in her face ? ■ — Ye» 
it is, cried Sufannah^ returning the compliment with 
what was left in the pan. 

CHAP.IV, 

IJoctor slop and Sufannah filed crofs-bills againft 
each other in the parlour ; which done, as the cata*- 
plafm had failed, they retired intp the kitchen, to 

prepare a fomentation for me ; and whilft that 

was doing, my father determined the point as yon 
will read. 

CHAP. V. 

You fee 'tis high time, faid my father, addreffing 
•hjrafelf equally to my uncle To^jf and Toricky to take 
this young creature out of thcfe women's hands» 
and put him into thofe of a private governor. Mar- 
tus Antoninus provided* fourteen governors all at 
' pnce to fuperintend his fon Cmnmodus*% education,—' 

and in fix weeks he calhiered five of them : \ 

know very well, continued my father, that C^»»w^rf«x* 
mother was m love with a gladiator at the tim# 
^f her conception ; which accounts for a great mV 
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ny of Commodtii^s cruelties when he became empe- 
ror; — ^but ftill I am of opinion, that thofc five 
whom Antoninus difmifled, did Commodus's temper^ 
in that fhort time, more hurt thaa the other nine 
were able to rcfkify All their lives long. 

Now, as I confider the perfon who is to be about 
my fon, as the mirror in which he is to view him- 
felf from morning to night, and byvwhich he k to 
adjuft his looks, his i;arnnge, and, perhaps, the in* 
moft fentiment^ of his heart,---— I would have one, 
Torickj if poffible, poKflicd at all points, fit for my 
child to look into — ^Ttis is very good fenf(?, quoth 
my uncle 7oby to himfelf. 

There is, continued my father, a certain 
mien and moti<m of the body and all its parts, both 
in a£^ing and fpeaking, which argues a man well^ 

within ; and I am not at all furprifed that Gri" 

goty of Nazianzumi upon obferviiig the hady and 
untoward gellures of Julian^ fhould fortel that he 

would one day become an apoftatc; > — or that 

St. AmbtQji fhould turn his amanuenfis out of doors 
becaufe of an indecent motion of his head, which 
went backwards and forwards like a flail ; ■ ' ■ — or 
that Democritus should conceive Protagoras to be a 
fcholar, from feeing him bind up a faggot, and 
thruiling, as he did it, the fmall twigs inwards^*-^ 
There are a thoufand unnoticed openings, continued 
my father, which let a penetrating eye at once into 
a man's foul : and I maintain it, added he, that ^ 
man of fenfe does not lay down his hat in coming 

into a room, or take it up in going out of it> 

but fomething efcapes, which difcovers hinu 
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It is for thefe reafons, ccntinu^d my father, that 
Ac go? cmor I make choice of, (hall neither ♦ IHp, 
or fquint, or wiak, or talk teud, or look fierce, or 
fooJiih i— or bitie his lips, or grind his tcedi, or 
fpcak through his nofc, or pick it, or blow it with 
his fingers — 

lie fhall neither walk fall, — —or flow, or foM 

his arms,-T-for that is lazinefs; or hang' them 

down,— for thzt is folly; oi hide them in his pocket, 
for. that is nonfenfe. 

He fliall neither ftrike, or pinch, or tickle, 

or bite, or cut hU nails, or hawk, or fpit, or fnift, 
or drum with his feet or fingers in company ; — ^nor 
(according to Erafmus) fliall he fpcak to any one in 

jnaking water, nor (hall he point to carrion or 

excrement.-^-Now, this is all nonfenfc again, quoth 
Biy uncle Tohy^ to himfeJf. 

I will have hfcn, continued my father, cB^rfal, 
facete, jovial : at the fame time prudent, attentive 
*o bufinefs, vigilant, acute, argute, inrcntivc, quick 
In refolving doubts and fpeculative queftions ; — he 

fhall be wi e^ and judicious, and learned : and 

why not humble, and moderafe, and gentle temper- 

<<1, and good! faid Yorick ; And why not, cried 

my uncle T$b^^ free, and generous, and bountiful^ 
and brave ? — He fliall, my 6t%rToby, replied my far- 
ther, getting up and (baking him by his hand 

'i'hen, brother Shandy ^ anfwered my uncle ToJj^, rait- 
ing himfelf off the chair, and laying down his pipe 
to take hold of my father s other hand, — I humbly 

♦ Vide PeiUgrina^^ 
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beg I may recommend poor LeFevres fori to you; 
——-a tear of joy of the firft warer fparkled in my 
uncle Tahys eye, — ^and another the fellow to it, in 
the corporal's, as the propofition was madej — you 
vrWl fee why when you read Le Fevres (lory: fool 
that 1 wa»! nor can I recoliedl, (nor perhaps you) 
without turning back to the place, what it was that 
hindred m:> from letting the corp:)ral tell it in hm 
own wordd;-*-bttt the occa&on is loft;-*I mud tell 
it now in my o^n, 

CHAP. Vl . 

TH£ STORY OF LE F£VRBV 

It wa$ fometimc in the fummer of that year }ft 
which Dtindet-mmd was taken by the allies— which 
was about feyco years before my father came into 
the country, — and about as many after thetiiue that 
my uncle Ti^iyaiid Trim had privately decamped from 
my father's houfc in town, in order to lay fome. of 
the fined CegDs to fome of die fmcd fortified cities 
.ia Europe— 'M\\cTi my uncle Tohy was one evening 
with Trim fitting behind him at a fmjii fideboard 
1 fuy (icting, forinconfidcMtion of the cor- 
poral's lame knae (which fometlmes gave him ex- 

qaifite pain) when my uncle Toby dined or fup*. 

psd alone, he would never fuff^r ths corporal -to 
ft aiJ; and the poor fellow's veneration for liismaf- 
tzx was fu-h, that, with a proper artilbry, my un-» 
cXtToby could have i\k<tn D^nJcrmorhiitkK \rith 
Icfji trouble tlia.i h^ was able to gala his'point ovci 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



2IO THE UF£ AMD OPINIONS 

him : for many a time, when my wfidt T^iy fup- 
pofed the corporars leg was afreft, he woald look 
back, and detect hiqi (landing behind him with the 
moft dutiful rcfpeft ; this bred more little fquabblcs 
betwixt them, thaii all other caufcs for five ^nd 
twenty years together. — ^But this is neither here nor 
there — why do I mention it? — Aik my pen,— jt 
governs n\c — I govern not it. 

He was one evening fitting thus at his fupper^ 
when the landlord of a little inn in the vilhge, came 
into the parlour with an empty phial in his hand, to 
beg a glafs or two of fack : 'Tis for a poor gentle- 
man ^I think of the army, faid the landlord, who 

has been taken ill at my houfe four days ago, and 
has never held up his head fince, or had a defire to 
tafte any thing till juft now, that he has a fancy for 

a glafs of fack and a thin toaft 1 think, fays he, 

taking his hand from his head, it would comfort 
me:— 

If I could neither beg, borrow, or buy fuch a 
thing,— —added the landlord, I would almoft Aeal 
it for the poor gentleman, he is fo ill, — I hope In 
<3od he will ftill mend, continued he, — ^wc are ail 
of us concerned for him. ^ 

Thou art a good natured foul, I will anfwer for 
thee, cried my uncle Toby ; and thou flialt drink the 
pdor gentleman's health in a glafs of fack thyfelf — 
and take a couple of bottles, with my fervice, and 
tell him he is heartily welcome to them, and to a 
dozen more if they will do hii^ good. 

Though I am perfuadcd, faid my uncle Tohy^ as 
the landlord (hut the door, he is a very compaffionatc 
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kHow—Trim, yet I c^imot help entertaining 9 

iigh opinion of his gueft too i there muft be fome» 
things more than common in hjm« that, in Co ihort a 
time,«(hould win fo much upon the afie£tioq^ of hi$ 
hoft: — And of his whole family, added the corpo- 
ral, for they are all concerned for him. — Step after 
him, faid my uncle 7>^*— do. Trim, — ^and aik if he 
knows his name. 

—.-.I have quite forgot it, truly, (aid iht land- 
lord, coming hack into the parlour with the corpo* 
ral,~>but I can a(k his fon again:— Has he a foo 
with him then ? faid my uncle Toby* — A boy, re- 
plied the landlord of about eleven or twelve year» 
of age ; — ^but the poor creature has tailed almoft a» 
little as his father ; he does nothing but mourn and 
lament for him night and day : — He. has not ftl'^red 
from the bed fide thefe two days. 

My uncle Toby laid down his knife and fork, and 
thruft his plate from before him, as the landlord ^ 
gave him the account; and 7>fm, without being 
ordered, took it away, without faying one word» 
and, in a few minutes after, brought him his pipe 
^ and tobacco.— -Stay in the room a little, faid my un.^ 
*cler(?*y.— — 

Trim/ faid my uncle Ti^^, after he lighted 

bis pipe, and fmoked about a dozen whiffs — Trim 
came in front of his mafter, SLn4 made his bow ;— i 
my uncle Tohy fmoked on, and faid no more. — ^Cor-< 

poral ! faid my uncle Toby ^the corporal made 

. his bow. — ^My uncle Toby proceeded no farther, but 
finiihed his pipe.. 

Trim, faid my uncle TaSy^ I have a proje£l io^ 
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my head^ as it is a bad night, of wrapping myfelf 
up warm in my roquelaure, and paying a vifit to this* 
poor gentleman — Your honour's roquelaure, re- 
plied the oorporali has not once been had on, fince 
the night before your honour received your wound, 
when we mounted guard in the trenches before tlic 

gate of St. Nuio/asi ^and befides, it is fo cold 

and rainj a nighty that what with the roquelaure, and 
"what with the weather, 'twill be enough to give 
your honour your death, and bring on your honour's 
torment in your groin. I fear fo, replied my uncle 
Toby •, but I am not at reft in my mind, Trlm^ Cncc 

■the account the landlord his given me. ^I wifli I 

had not known fo much of this affair,— added my 

uncle 7o3yy or that I had khownmorc of it; 

How (hall we manage it ? ^Leave it, an' pleafe 

yov.r honour, tome, quoth the corporal j I'll 

take my hat and ftick, and go to the houfe and re- 
connoitre, and aft accordingly 5 and I will bring 
your honour a full account m an hour^— — ^Thou - 
ilialt go, 7>/m, faid my uncle Tdiyt and hereV a 
ihiliiig for thee to drink with his fervant. — 1 fliall 
get it all out of him, faid the corporal, (liutting th 
<1oor. 

My uncle T% fiil;i4 his fceond pipe ; and had it 
rot been, that he now and then wandered from the 
point, with confidering whether it was^ not full as 
yrell t!) have the curtain of the tenaille*a ftraight 

line as a crooked one, ^he might be faid to have 

thought ofnothing elfc but poor Le Fevre and bi& 
boy, the whole time be finoked it» 
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Chap. vii. 

THE STORY OF LE FEVRE CONTINUE0.' 

Ir was not till my ufick Toi^ had knocked the a{he^ 
but of his third pipe that corporal Trim returudd 
from the inn, and gave him the following account. 
I defpaired at tirft, faid the corporal, of being 
s'Je to bring back your honour any kind of inteMi* 
p jnce concerning the pooi' fijk lieutenant — Is hb ia 

. t'le array then ? laid my uncle Toby 'He is, faid 

tie corporal— "^-and in what regiment ? faid my 
uncle Toby- — ^FU tell yoar honour, replied the cai- 
poral, every thing rtratght forwards, as I learnt it. 

' — Then, jTWm, HI fill another pipe, fa'd my uncls 
'Hlhyy and not interrapt tbee till thou haft done j f j 
fit down a': thy eafe, Trlm^ in tha windpw-Tcat and 
begin thy ftory a^aln. /I he corporal made his old 
bow, which generally fpoke as plain as a bow coali 

fpcak it ■ Totir hofi:ur is good: And having 

dDne that, he fit down, as he was ordered, -Ji — and 
began the ftory to my nncle Toh over agan, in 
pretty near the fame words. 

1 defpaired at fi rO, faid the corporal, of being able' 
to bring b.ick any int^li geikjce to your honour about 
the lieutenant and his fon j for when I afked where 
his fcrvani was, from whom I made myfelf fare, of 
knowing every thing which was proper to be afkccf — - 
'J'hat's aright.d'.ftinition, Trimy f.iid my uncle Tvby 
—I was anfwered, an' pleafe your honour, that he 
h^J ne fcrvaiit wlih hi:^ 5--t!k.t lie hadceiTie to the 
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inn with hired horfes^ which^ upon finding himfelf 
unable to proceed (to join, I fuppofe, the regiment), 
he had difmiflld the morning after he came. — ^If I 
get better! my dear, faid ke, as he gave his purfe to 

his fon to pay the man, ^we can hire borfes from 

hence. But alas! the poor gentleman will never 

get from hence, faid the landlady to me, ■ f or I 

heard the death-watch all night long; rand when ' 

he dies, the youth, his fon, will certainly die with 
him I for he is broken-hearted already. 

I was hearing this account, continued the ccSrpo« 
ral, when the youth came into the kitchen, to order 
the thin toaft the landlord fpoke of; — but I will do 

it for my father myfelf, faid the youth. ^Pray let 

xne fave you the trouble, young gentleman, faid I» 
taking up a fork for the purpofe, and offering him 
my chair to fit down upon by the fire, whilft I did 
it.—— I believe, Sir, faid he, very modeftly, I can 
pleafc him bed myfelf. — I am Aire, faid I, his ho- 
nour will not like the toad the worfe for being toaft* 

cd by an old foldier The youth took hold of my 

hand, and inftantly burft into tears. — Poor youth! 
faid niy uncle Tobyf-r^he has been bred up from an 
infant in the army, and the name of a foldier. Trim, 
founded in his ears like the name of a friend ;— — I 
wifli I had him here. 
p 1 never i» the longeft march, faid the corpo- 
ral, had fo great a mind to my dinner, as I had to 
cry witKhim for company ; What could be the 
matter with me, an^ pleafe your honour ? Nothing 
in the world. Trim, (kid my uncle Tl^i^y, blowing Ms 
nofe, — ^but that thou art a good natured-feUow« 
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When I gave him the toaft, continued the corpo- 
ral, I thought it was proper to tell him I was Cap- 
tain Shandy'^ fervant> and that your honour (though 
a ftranger) was extremely concerned for his father y 
■ ■ and Aat if there wat any thing in your houfc 
or cellar — (And thou might'ft have added my purfe 
. too, faid my uncle I'oby) —he was heartily welcome 
to it :— He made a very low bow (which was meant 
to your honour), but no anfwer, — ^for his heart was 

fuU^ — fo he went up ftairs with the toaft ; 1 war-^ 

rant you^ my dear, faid I, as I opened the kitchen- 
iioor, your father will be well again — Mr. Torick'^i 
curate was fmoking a pipe by the kitcben-flre,— — ' 
but faid not a word, good or bad, to comfort the 
youth. — I thought it wrong, added the corporal —I 
think fo too, faid my uncle Toby. 

When the lieutenant had taken his glafs of fack 

' and toaft, he felt himfelf a little revived, and feni 

down into the kitchen, to let me know, that in a- 

< bout ten minutes, he fhould be glad if I would ftep 

. up ftairs.— »I believe, faid the landlord, he is going 

to fay his prayers,— ^for there was a book laid upon 

the chair, by the b^d-fide, and as I ftiut the door, I 

faw his fon take up a. cufliion. — 

I thought, faid the curate, that you gentleman of 
the army, Mr. jfri/n, never faid your prayers at all* 
•'-' — ^I heard the poor gentleman fay his prayers lafl: 
night, faid the landlady, very devoutly, and with my 
own ears, or I could not have believed it.-r-Are you 
-fure of it ? replied the curate. — A foldier an' pleafe 
7Pttr reverence, faid I, prays as often (of his own ac- 
cord as a parfoas and when he is fighting for hit 
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kinj.^, a!u! for M. ow i life, and for his honour to<J 
lie has the n'.oll reafv n to prsty to God of any orfe 
In the whole world. — Twas well did of thee, Trifn^ 

{mA my un.lc Tol'y- But when a folditr, fai^ I, 

an' plcafc your reverence, has been ftanding for 
twelve hours together in the trenches, rp to his 
knees in cold water, — or engaged, faid I, for months 
together, in long and dangerous m.irches; — ^harafied, 
p r!ia;Ts, in his rear to day , har^ffing others to- 
morrow ;— dct.ichzd here •, — countermanded there j 
— relir.g t^.is night otit upon hk> arms;— beat up m 
his fl.irt the next; benumbed inr h'S jointSj — peV- 
l.ips without ft raw in his tent to kneel on j — mud 

fay his prayorsAc-w; aftl u*hen he C3n. «-I biliev'', 

faid I, — for I was piqu.-d, quoth thecofpora', for the 
reputation of the aniry,— *-I helieve, an* pleafe your 
f jverence, faid I, that when a foldxr gets ti.ne to 
pray, — he prays as heartily as a parfon, — thotrgh not 
vith all his fufs and hyprocrtfy — Thou fhonldft not 
have f lid that Trim, faid my nncle T^hy,-^(oT God 
only knows who Is a hypocrite, and who is not ; — 
At the great and general review of us all, corprjral, 
ar the day of jadgm^m (and not till then), — it wnll 
be feen who has done their da ties in this world*— 
snd who has not ; and we fliall be advanced, Jrhn^ 
accordingly.- — »1 hope w^e (hall, fliid Trim. — Iris 
i:i the fcripture f tid my uicle Toby and I wi:l flicw 
it thee to-morrow :~in the mean time, we may de- 
pend upon it, 7>/w, for our comfort faid my uncle 
Tohy^ that Ood Almighty is fo good and-juft a go- 
vernor of the world, that if we have but done our 
duties in it> — it will never be inquired into whether 
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xvc have tlone ti.em in a red coat cr a bl.ick one:— 
1 hope not, fa id the corpor>Ur-But go on, Tn?n^ 
f sid my uncle Tol^y^ with tliy (lory. 

When I went up, coniinucd the corporal, into the 
Heutenant^s raom, which I did not do till tlie expi- 
ration of llie tzti minutes, — he was lying in his bed, 
with his h<*ad raifed upon his hand, with his elbotv 
upon the pillow, and a clean white can^.bti: harid. 
kjrchirf befidc it : ■ ■ i'ho yauth was jul fto::ping 
c!own to take up the cufnion, u;-on which I ft ppof- 
ed, he had been kneeling^-tLe book was h'd iip^n 
the bed, and as he rofc, in taking u^) the cu'lncn 
with one hand, he reached out his other to take it 
away at the fame time— -^^I.ct it remain thete, my 
dear, frtid the lieutenant. 

He did not offer to fpeak to mc till I had walked 
up clofc to Ills bed fide: — If you are Captain S^^a*?dyk 
fervant, f a d he, you mad prcfcnt my thanks to your 
mafter, with my little boy's thanks along with them 

for his courtefy to me : ■ * if he was cf Leven's 

f did the lieutenant — I told him your honour was— 
Then, .faid he, I ferved three campaigns with hsi In 
Flandersy and remember him,-^but 'tis moft likely, 
as I had not thelionour of any acquaintance with 

liim that hd knows nothing of me You will tell » 

him, however, that the perfon his good nature has 
* Jaid under cbligations to hun, is one Lb Fevre^ a 

lieutenant in yingush but he knows me not,-^ 

faid he a fecond time, mufing • poffibly he m^y 

my ftory, added be — —pray tell the captain I was 
the enfign at Breda, whofe wife was mofl unfortu. 
nately killed with a mufkct-fliot, as Cie lay ia raj 
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arms in my tent — I remember the ftorjr, an' pleafe 
your honour^ faid I^ery well.— Do you fo ? faid 

he» wiping his eyes with his handkerchief, ^theti 

well may I. In faying this, he drew a little ring 

out of his bofom, which ieemed tied with a black 
ribband about his neck, and kifs'd it twice. — Here, 

Billyy faid he, the boy flew acrofs the room to 

the bed-fide, and falling down upon his knco 

took the ring in his hand, and kifled it too, ^theit 

kifled his father, and fat down uppn the bed and 
wept. 

I wifli, faid my uncle Toby^ with a deep figh — I 
wifti, Trim^ I was aflecp. 

Your honour, replied the corporal, is to<? much 
concerned \ — (hall I pour your honour out a glafsof 
fack to your pipe ? — Do, 7>//w, faid my uncle Toby, 

I remember, faid my uncle Toby^ fighing again^ 
the (lory of the cnfign and his wife, with a circum-' 
ftance his nfodefty omitted; — and particularly well 
that he, as well as fhe, upon fome account or other» 
(I forget what), was univerfally pitied by the whole 

regiment ;^ ^but finiCh the (lory thou art upon?— . 

'Tis iinifhed already, faid the corporal, — for I could 
ftay no longer, — ^fo wifhed his honour a good night; 
young Le Fevre rofe from off the bed, and faw mc 
to the bottom of the (lairs *, and as we went down 
together, told me they had come from Ireland^ and 
were on their route to join the regiment in Flanders • 
B ut, alas I faid the corporal, — the lieutenant's 
laft day's march is over. — ^Then what is to become 
pf his poor boy 1 qried my uncl^ Toly^ 
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CHAP. VIIL 

THE STORY OF LE FEVRE CONTINUED. 

I r was to my uncle T\>bfs eternal honoury— though 
I tell it only for the fake of thofe who, when coopM 
in betwixt a natural and a pofitive law, know not, , 
for their fouls, which way in the world to turn 
themfelves— — That notwithftanding my uncle T^ 
was warmly engaged at that time in carrying on the 
ficge of Tkndermmiy parallel with the, allies, who 
prefled theirs on fo vigoroufly, that they fcarce al* 

lowed him time to get his dinner, that neverthe- 

lefs he gave up Dendermondt though he had already 
made a lodgement upon. the counterfcaffi, — ^and bent 
.his whole thoughts towards the private diftrefles at 
the inn; and, except that he ordered the garden-gate 
to be bolted up, by which he might be faid to have 
turned the fiege of Dendermond into a blockade — ^he 
left Dendermond to itfelf, — to be relieved or not by 
the French King, as the French King thought good \ 
and only confidered how he tiimfclf fhould relieve 
the poor lieutenant and his fon. 

— ^That kind Being who is a friend to the friend- 
Icfs, (hall recom pence thee for this. 

Thou haft left this matter fhort, faid my uncle 
Toh'j to the corporal, as he was 4>utting him to bed, 
and I will tell thee in what, Trin^ — r-Iwthe firft 
place, when thou madeft an oflfer of my fervicet ' \y^ 
to Le Fevre^ — as ficknefs and travelling are both ex* 
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penfive, and thou knoweft he was but a poor lieu- 
tenant, with a fon to fubfift^ a& well as himfelf out 

of his pay, that^thou didft not make an offer to 

him of my purfe ; becaufe, had he flood in need, 
thou knoweft, 7nV»| he had been as welcome to it 
as myfelf.— - — Your honour knows, faid the cor- 
poral, I had no orders 'j — True, qttoth my uncle 
To^y — thou didft very fight, 7>///i, as a foldicr, — 
but certainly very wrong as a man. 

In the fecond place, for v/hieh indeed thou haft 

the fame excufe, continued my uncle Tohy^ ^whcn 

thou offtrcdft him whatever was in my houfe — -thou 

fhouldll have offered him my houfe too ; A, 

iiok brother officer fhould have the beft quarters. 
Trim I and if we had him with us,— ^ — we could 
tend and look to him : — Thou art an excelleiit nurfe 
thyfelf, Trim, and what with thy care of him, and* 
the old woman's, and his boy's, and mine together, 
we might recruit him again at once, and fet hkn 
upon his legs. — 

In a for:niglit or three weeks^ added my un- 
cle TiAy, fmiling. — he migh march. — ^He will never 
inarch, an' pleafc your honour, in this world, faid 
the corporal t — -^He win march, faid my uncle 
7obyy rifiiig up from the fide of the bed, with one 
ili02 off. An plofe your honour, faid thv: cor- 
poral, he will never mirch, but tohi^ grave : — — 
}\c fhall march, cried my un:le Toby, marching the 
foot which had a (lice on, though without advan- 
cing ?.n inch, — be flvall march to his regiment, 

He cannot ft and it, faid the corporal — He fliall b^ 
fupportjd, f i.l my uncle Toby -^lUHl drop at lift^ 
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(aid t!ie corporali afnl what will become of bis boy? 

He ikall not drop, faid my undc Toby^ firmly. 

«-^— A-well o* day, do what we can for him, faid 
^rimi maintaining his point, — the poor foul will 
die. ^Hc (hall not die, by G— i cried my un^ 

Toby. 

-i-The ACCt7siNC SPIRIT which fUw up to hea- 
ven's chancery with the oath, blufli'd as he gave it 
in; and the rbcording angel, as he wrote it 
down, dropp'd a tear upon the word, and blotted it 
out for ever. 

CHAP. IX. 

—Mr uncfe Toby went to his bureatt,--put hiS 
purfe into his breeches pocket, and having ordered 
the corporal to go early in the moraing for a phy(i- 
eiaa, — ^he went to bed, and fell aHeep, 

CHAP. X. 

THE STORY OF JL£ F£V&£ CONCLUD£0» 

xni, fun looked bright the morning after to every 
eye in the village but Le Fevre^s and his affli^ed 
fon's i the hand of death prefs'd heavy u^on his eye- 
lids,-r4ind hardly could the wheel atth^ cifteni, turn 
round iti circle, — when my uncle Tobjf who had 
rofe up an hour before h s wonted time, entered the 
lieuienaut*s room, and, without preface or apology^ 
fat hinifelf down upon tlie chair by the bed-fide, and 
independently of all modes and cuftoms, opened th^ 
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curtain in the manner an old friend and brother of. 
ficer would have done it ^ and alked him how he did 
.-Jiow he had refted in the night, — what was his 
Complaint, — ^where was his pain, — and what he 
could do to help him : — and without giving him 
time to anfwer any one of the inquiries, went on 
and told him of the little plan which he had been con- 
certing with the corporal the night before for him— 

— You (hall go home direftly, Le Fevre^ faid my 
tncle Tobyy to my houfe, — and we'll fend for a doc- 
tor to fee what's the matter, — and we'll have an 
ipothecary,--^nd the corporal fliall be your nurfe ^ 
—and Pll be your fervant, Le Fevre. 

There was a franknefs In my uncle Toiiy,— not the 
5^5 of familiarity, but the caufe of it, — which let 
you at once into his foul, and fhewed you the good- 
nefs of bis nature ; to this, there was fomething in 
his looks, and voice, and manner, s fuperadded, 
which eternally beckoned to the unfortunate to 
come and take ihelter under him ; fo that before 
my uncle Toby had half finifhed the kind offers he 
he was making to the father, had the foii infenfibly 
prefled up clofe to his knees, and had taken hold of 
the bread of his coat, and was pulling it towards 
liim. — ^The blood and fpiri s of Le Fewe^ which 
were waxing cold and flow within him, and were 
retreating to their laft citadel, the heart, — ^rallied 
back, — the film foribok his eyes for a moment, — ^hc 
looked up wiihfully in my uncle T[ohy% face, — then 
caft a look upon his boy^ — and that ligament^ fine 
as it was, was never broken. 

Nature inftantly cbb'd again, — the film returned to 
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Its place, — ^the pulfe fluttered ftopp'd — went 

on — ^throbb'd — ^ftopp'd again — ^moved— •ftopp'd— « 
(hall I go on ? — No. 

CHAP. XI.' 

I AM fo impatient to return to my own dory, that 
what rematns of young Le Fevre^i that is, from thj^ 
turn of his fortune, to the time my uncle Tohy re- 
. commended him for my preceptor, fhall be told in 

a very few words in tlie next chapter. All that 

is neceflary to be added to this chapter is as fol- 
lows : 

That my uncle Tohy,^ with young Le Fevre in his 
hand, attended the^poor lieutenant, as chief mourn- 
ers, to his grave. 

That the governor of Dendermond paid his obfe- 
quics all military honours, and that Torick not to be 

behind hand paid him all ecclefiaiHc for he 

buried him in his chancel ; — and it appears likewifc 
he preached a funeral fcrmon over him — I fay it 
appears^ — for it was Torick^s cuftom, which I fup- 
pofe a general one with thofe of his profeffion, on 
the firft leaf of every fermon which he compofed, to 
chronicle down the time, the place, and the occa- 
Con of its being preached : to this he was ever won^ 
to add fome fhort comment or ftrifture upon the 
fermon itfelf, feldom,- indeed, much to its credit : 
For inftance, This fermon upon the Jewijh dif^ 
penfation^ — I don^t like it at all: — Though I onvn then 
U a 'world of water-landish knowledge in it \ — 
kut Uis all triticalf and moji iritically put together-^'-'-^ 
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TiiS is tut afiimfy kind of a compo/itwn s V}hai was iti 

my head nvl^n I made It ? 

— ^N. B. The excellency of this iext is, that it %viU 
tiit affy/ermon, — and of this fermwh^that it wiUfuit 

miy text. 

— For this fermon Ifballhe hanged^-^for Ihavefo^ 

ten the gnateft part of it. DoBor Pai<iaganas^i//7j 

me out (jy fct a thief to catch a thief. 

On the back of half a dozen^ I find written, ^0 
fot and no more — and upon a couple, Modcrfito ; bf 
which, as far as any one may gather from jihierfs 

Italian di(5liona y, ^butmoftly from the authority 

of a picj:c of green whip cord, which feemed to have 
been the unravelling of IToruk^s whip-lafh, with 
which he has left us the two fermcns marked Mode^ 
ratOf and the half dozea of S^f^/oy tied faft together 
in one bundle by themfehes, pnc may fafely fup«- 
pofe he meant pretty near the fame thing. 

There is but one difficulty in the way of this con- 
jefture, whic'i is this, that the modvrafo's are five 
times better th:m t\\tfofo's — ^{ho a ten times more 
knowledge of the humr^n heart; — h;jve fcventy times 
more wit and fpirit in them ;:-^(ajid to rife properly 

in my climax) difcovcr a th( ufand times more 

genius; — and, to « rown^all, are infinitely more en- 
tertaining chanthofe tied up with them — for which 
reafon, whenever Tarlck\ dratnatic fcrmons are of- 
fered to the world, though I ihall admit but one out 
of th^ whole number cf t!.e/?yo*8, 1 fliall ntv^i^he. 
lefft, .iclv:nture to print t!:e two moderato'ji witlxut 
any fort of fcruplc. 

AVliit Turlck cou!u n:eanhy the words kutanienie 
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— fenutit — grav^^^^n(}L fome times adagio, *^7iS ap-i 
pears to theological compqfitions, and with which he 
has chara£ierifed fome of thefe fertnons, I dare not 
venture to guefs. — ■ I am more puzzlc4 ftill upoa 
finding a VoBava alta upon one ^-r^ConJlrepito upon 
the back of another 5 — ScidUiana upon a third ; — 
Alia capelta upon a fourth, — Con l*Arco upon this; — 
Senza PArco upon that: — All I know is, that ihey 

arc mufical terms and huve a meaning 5 and as 

he was a muHcal man, I will make no doubt but 
thct by fome qu^iint application of fuch metaphors 
to the comp.)(itions In hand, they imprei&d very di- 
(Cm(k ideas of their feveral char.nflers upon his fan- 
cy, — whatc* er they may do upon that of others. 

Ambng^ thefe tlierc is that particular fermon 
which has unaccountably led me into this digrcffion 

-! the funeral fermon upon poor Le F^vre^ wrote 

out very fairly, as from a hafty copy. 1 take 

nojc? of ijt the more b^caufe it fjems to hnve been 
his favourite compofi ion — it Is upon mcr ality, and 
is tied lengjihways and crofiways with a yarn thrum, 
and then rolled up and twifred rouncl wiih a b..]f 
flicst of dirty b!u* paper, which feems to have been 
once the caft cover of a g(.neral review, which to 
this day fm^lls horrib'y of horfe drugs. — Whether 
thefe marks of humiliaiicn were de(igiied,-^f fumc- 
tliing doubt ; — bcciufe at the end of the f rmcn 
(and not at the beginning of it), — very diifercnt from 
his way of treaiing the reft, be had wrote—— 
Eravo! .' 

though not very offcnfivcly, — for it is at two 

inches at, le^ft and a lull's diftcince from, and below 
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the concluding line of the fcrmon, at the vcrycxtre. 
mity of the page, and in that right hand corner of 
it, which, you know, is generally covered with your 
thumb; and, to do it ju^ice, it is wrote befides with 
a crow's q)ill, fo faintly, in a fmall Italian hand, as 
fcarce to folicit the eye towards the place, whether 
your thumb is thc^p or not, — fo that from the manm 
nerofit, it /bnds half excufed j and being wrote, 
moreover witk very pale ink, diluted almofl to no- 
thing, — — 'tis more like a ritratto of the (hadow of 
vanity than of Vanity herfelf — of the two ; refem- 
bling rather a faint thought of tranfient applaufe fe- 
cretly ftirring up in the heart of the compofer, than 
a grofs mark of it, coarfely obtruded upon the world** 
With all thcfe extenuations, I am aware, that ia 
publiihing this, I do no fervice to Torick*% charafter 
as a modeft man ; ^but all men have their fail- 
ings ! and what leflens this ftill farther, and almoft 
wipes it away, is this. That the word was ftruck 
through fomething afterwards (as appears from a dif- 
. fercnt tint of the ink) with a line quite acrofs it in 
this manner, BRxxVO — as if hehad retraced or was* 
afhamed of the opinion he had once entertained of it. 
Thefe (hort chartflers of his fermons were always 
written, excepting in this one inftance, upon the firft 
leaf of his fermon, which ferved as a cover to it i 
and ufually upon the infide of it, which was turned 
towards the text, — but at the end of his difcourfe, 
where, perhaps, he had five or'^Gx pages, and ibme- 
times, perhaps a whole fcore to turn himfclf in, — 
he took a large circuit, and, indeed, a much mofc 
mettlefomc one \ a s if he had fnatched the oGca- 
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fiofn of uAladrig himfelf with a few more ffolickfome 
(Irokes at vice, than the ftraitnefs of the pulpit aU, 

lowed.-^ ^Thefe, though' hafiar-l ike, they (kirmifh 

lightly and out of all order, are ftill auaciliaries on 
the fide t)f virtue ;— — :-tell-me then, Mynheer Van- 
der Blonederdondergewdenftronke,» why they ihould 
iiat be printed tpgether ? 

, CHAP.XII. 

W HZN my uncle Toby had turned every thing into 
money, and fettled all accounts betwixt the agent o£ 
the regiment ^xiALe-Fevre, and betwixt Le Feixre and 
all mankind,' — there remained nothing more in my, 
uncle Tobf^ hands than an old tegim^ntal coat and 
a fword; fothat my uncle 2<7^y found - little or no, 
oppofition from the »world in taking adlniniilration. 
The coat my uncl^ Toby .gave the xorporal : — Wear 

• it 7>/;», faid my uncle Toby^ as long as it will hold 
together, for the fake of die poor lieutenant— ^ And 
this, — faid my uncle Toby^ taking up the fword in 
his hand, and dra\*'ing it out of the fcabbard as he 

i^oke« — ^and this,- JL^ JFevre^ I'll fave for thee, ^^ti^ 

all the fortune j continued njiy uncle Toby^ hanging it 
upon a crook, and. pointing to it, — j-'tis all the for- 
tunci my dear Le Fevre^ *which God has left thee ; 
but if he- has given thee a hearf to fight thy way 
with .it in the world,- — - and thou doeft it like a 

man of honour, 'tis enough for us. 

As^foon as my uncle Toby had laid a foundation, 
and taught him to infcribe a regular polygon in a 

-. circle, he fent him to a public fchool, where, except- 
'VoLH. K 
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ing Whitfuntide and Chrtflmas^ at which times the 
corporal was pun£^ually defpatehed for him, — ^he re- 
mained to the fpring of the year feventeen ; when 
the llories of the emperor's fending his army into 
Hungary againft the Turhy kindling a fpark of fire 
in his bofom, he left his Greek and Latin without 
leave, and throwing himfelf upon his knees before 
iny uncle Toby begged his father's fword, and my 
uncle To^/s leave along with it, to go and try his 

fortune under Eugene. Twice did my uncle Toby 

forget his wound, and cry out, Le Fevere ! I will go 

with thee, and thou flialt fight befide me And 

tw'ice he laid his hand upon his groin, and hung 
down his head in forrow and difconfolation, — 

My uncle Toby took down the fword from the 
crook, where it had hung untouched «ver fince the 
lieutenant's 3eath, and delivered it to the corporal to 
brighten up; — and having detained Le Fevre a fingle 
fortnight to equip him, and contradk for his paffage 
to Leghorn^ — ^he put the fword into his hand. If 
thou art brave, Le Fevrey faid my uncle Tobyy this 

will not fail thee but Fortune, faid he (mufing a 

little), — Fortune may — And if fhe does — added my 
uncle Tobyy embracing him, come back again to me, 
Le Fevrey and we will fhape thefe another coinrfe.. 

The greateft injury could not have oppreffed the 
heart of Le Fevre more than my uncle Tobfs pater- 
nal kindnefs \ — ^he parted from my unde Toby as the 
beft of fons from the beft of fathers— both dropped 
tears — and as my uncle Toby gave him his lafl kifs, 
lie flipped fixty guineas, tied up in an old purfe of 
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his father^s, in which was his mother's ring, into his 
hand^^-^-and bid God bkfs him. 

CHAP. XIII. 

Le Fevre got up to the Imperial army juft time 
enough to try what metal his fword was made of, at 
the defeat of the Turks before Belgrade; but a feries 
of unmerited mifchances had purfued him from that 
moment, and trod clofe upon his heels for four years 
together after : he had withftood thefe bufFetings to . 
the laft, till ficknefs overtook him at Marfeillesy from 
whence he wrote my uncle Tohy word he had loft 
his time, his fervices, his health, and, in fliort, every 
thing but his fword ;— -and was waiting for the firft 
{hip to return back to him. 

As this letter came to hand about fix weeks be- 
fore Sufannab^s accident, Le Fevre was hourly ex- 
pe£^ed ; and was uppermoft in my uncle Toby^s 
mind all the time my father was giving him and 2V 
rick a defcription of what kind of a perfon he would 
choofe for a preceptor to me : but as my uncle Toby 
thought my father at firft fomewhat fanciful in tlie 
accomplifhments he required, he forbore mentioning 
Le Fevre\ name — ^till the charader, by YoncV^ in- 
terpofition, ending, unexpectedly, in one who fliould 
be gentle-tempered, and generous, and good, . it "inr- 
prefled the image of Le Fevre^ and his intereft, upon 
my uncle Toby fo forcibly, he rofe inftantly oiF his 
chair ; and laying down his pipe, in order to take 

hold of botli my father's hands 1 beg, brother 

Shaudyj faid my uncle Toby^ I may recommend poor 
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Z^f Fevres fon to you — ^I befeech you do, added- IV 

rich — He has a good hei^rt, faid my uncle Toby-^, 

•And a brave one too, an' pleafe your honour^ faid 
the corporal. 

^The bcft hearts, Triniy are ever the braveft, 

replied my uncle Toby And the gr^a.teft cowards, 

^n' -pleafe your honour, in our regiment, . were the 

greatcfl rafcals in it There was fiprjeant Kumber, 

and enfign — 

We'll talk of them^ faid jny father, another time. 

CHAP. XIV. 

VV HAT a jovial and a merry world would this be, 
may it pleafe your worfhips, but not for that inex- 
tricable labyrinth of debts, cafes, woes, want, grief, 
difcontent, melancholy, large jointures, impofitions, 
and lies ! 

Doftor Slopy like a fon of a w , as my father 

called him for it, to exalt himfelf— debafed 

me to death, and made ten thoufand times more of 
Sufannah^s accident than there was any grpunds for; 
fo that in a week's time, or lefs, it was in every bo- 
dy's mouth,. That poor M after Shandy * * * * 

entirely ^And Fame, who loves to double every 

thing, — in three days more, hzA fworn pofitively fhe 
faw it \ and all the world, as ufual, gave credit to 

her evidence-: ^^ That the nurfery window had 

« not only * * * * * * * 

« butth^ #.#.#* » * . * 
« # * * * * ♦ 's alfo.'* 

Could the world have been fued like a body cor- 
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FOR ATE, — my father had brought an aftion upon the 
cife, and trounced it fufEciently •, but, to fall foul 

of individuals about it as every foul who had 

mentioned the affair, did ' it with the greateft pity 

hAaginable- ^'twas like flying iil the very face of 

his beft friends : iAnd yet to acquiefce under 

the report,' in filerice — was to Acknowledge it open- 
ly^ at leaft in the opinion •of one half of the 

world ; and to make a bnftle again, in contradifting 

it was 'to confirm 'i^ as ftfongly in the opinion of 

the other half. 2 • 

— Was ever poor devil of a country-gentleman fo 
hampered ? faid my father. 

I would {how him publicly, faid my uncle Toij . 
at the market-crofs. 
— t-Tvrill have tto effeft,'^ feid^ my father. 

CHAP. XV; ' 

■ ^ F ll put himi however, into breeches, faid*^'my. 
father, — let the world fay what it will. 

CHAP. XVi. 

jI here are a tlioufand refolutions. Sir, both in 
church and ftate, as well as in matters. Madam, of 
a more private concern, — which, though they have 
carried all the appearance in the world of being ta- 
ken, and entered upon in a hafty, hair-brained, and 
unadvifed manner, were, notwithftanding this (and 
cctuld you or I have got into the cabinet, or ftood 
bAind the curtain, we fhould have found it was fo), 

K3 
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weighed, poized and perpended — argued upon.^ 
canvafTed through^— entered into, and examined on 
all fides with fo much coolnefi, that the goddess 
of COOLNESS herfelf (I do not take upon me to prove 
her exiftence), could neither have wiflied it, or done 
it better. 

Of the number of thefe was my father's refolu- 
tion of putting me into breeches. ; which though de- 
termined at once— -tn a kind of huff, and a de- 
fiance of all mankind, had, nevertheleli been prdi 
and cot^d^ and judicially talked over betwixt him and 
my mother about a month before, in two fereral 
beds of jufticef which my father had held for that 
purpofe* I (hall explain the nature of thefe beds of 
juftice in my next chapter ; and, in the chapter fol- 
lowing that, you fliall flcp with me. Madam, be- 
hind the curtain, only to hear in what kind of man- 
ner my father and my mother debated between 
themfelves, this affair of the breeches, — from which 
you may form an idea how they debated all lefler 
matters, 

CHAP. XVII. 

The ancient Goths of Germany^ who (the learned 
Cluverivs is pofitive (were firfl feated in the country 
between the Vifiula and the Oder^ and who after- 
wards incorporated the Herculi, the Bugiatts, and 
fome other Vandallic clans to 'em, had all of them 
a wife cuftom of debating every thing of import- 
ance to their ftate, twice ; that is, — once drunk, and 
once fober ; — Drunk — ^that their councils might not 
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want Vigour; ^and fober — ^that they might not 

Mrant difcretion. 

Now, my father, being ^entirely a water-drinker, 
w as a long time gravelled almofl to death, in 
turning this as much to his advantage, as he did 
every other thing, Ivhich the ancients did or faid : 
and it was not till the fevcnth year of his marriage, 
after a thoufand fruitlefs experiments and devices,, 
that he hit upon an expedient which anfwered the 
purpofe : — ^and that was, when any difficult or mo- 
mentous point was to be fettled in the family which 
required great fobriety, and great fpirit too, in its 
determination,— *he fixed and fet apart the firft 5//a;- 
day night in the monthy and the Saturday night 
which immediately preceded it, to argue it over, in 
bed with my mother : By which contrivance, if you 
Gonfider, Sir, with yourfelf, ****** 

# # * * * #^ 

Thefe my father, humoroufly enough, called his 
beds ofjyft'tce ,— for, from the two different conn- 
oils taken in thefe two different humours, a middle 
one was generally found out, which touched the 
point of wifdom as well as if he. had got drunk and 
fober and hundred times. 

It muft not be made a fecret of to the world, that 
this anfwers full as well in literary difcuflions, as ei* 
ther in military or conjugal ; but it is not every au«* 
thor that can try the experiment as the G^hs and 
Vandals did i t ■ o r, if he can, may it be always; 
for his body's health ? and to do it, as my father didi 
it| ■ ■ am I fure it would be always: for his foul's.^ 

K.4. :.. 
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My way is'this:— . — . . 

In all nice and ticklifh difcuflions^ — ^(of S^^iibli^ < 
heaven knows, there are^but too many in my book), 
-^where I fitid I cannot take a ftep without the dan- 
ger of having either their worfliips or their reve- 
rences upon my back -I 'write -one half/^//, and 

t'other fajling ;— or write it all fuH, and carreft 
it falling j— or write it fading, and correft it full, 
— « — for they allxome to the fame thing :— -So that, 
with a lefs variation from my father's plan, than my . 
father's from the Gothic — I feel myfeif upon a par 
with him in his.iir4l bed of juftice, — and noway in*, 
ferior to him in his fecond,— Thefe different and 
almoft irreconcileable effefts, flow unifortnly from 
the vi^ife and wonderful mechanifm^ of Nature, 
of which — rbe,hers the honour.— ^-r- All that^^we can 
do, is, to turn and work the machine to the im* 
p¥0vement and better manufedory of the Tarts- and 
fciences.— 

Now, when I wnrfte full,^^I write as if I was ne- 
ver to write f ailiag again as Jojig as I live ;— that is, 
I write free from the cares, as well as the terrors of 
the world. — I count not the number of my fcarsy-^ 
nor does my fancy go-forth into dark entries and by- 
corners to antedate my ftabs.-r — In a word, my 
pen takes its courfe : and I write, on, as much from 
the fulnefs of itiy heart as ^my ftomach* 

But when, ah' ple^ife.your honours, I indite' fad- 
ing, 'tis a different hidory. rr-r-I .pay the. world 

aU poffible attention and refpe^V, — and have as great 
a fliare (whilil it lads) of that underdrapping vir* 
tue.,Qf difcretios,: as )the .bed of you,— -^So that ber- 
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twixt botli, I write a carelefs kind of a 01 vil^ non- 
fen fical, good-humoured j Shandean book, which will 
do your hearts good. 

And all your head» too>r— -provided you un- 

derftand it. 



GHAP. XVIIL 

. W E fhould begin, faid my father, turning himfelf 
half round in bed, and (h if ting his pillow a little 
towards my mother's, as he opened the debate-^-. 
we Ihould begin to think, Mrs. Shandy^ of putting 
.this boy into breeches. — 

"We ihould fo, » faid my mother. We defer 

it, 'my dear, quoth my father, fhamefuUy. : — 

I think we do, Mr. Shandy^ — faid my mother. 
— ^Not but the child looks extremely well, faid my 
father, in his vefts and tunicks. 

«p— He doea look very, well in them, — replied my- 
mother. — 

— And for that reafon, it would be almoft a fin, 
.added my father, to take him out of 'em. 

It would fo— faid my mother :-: But indeed, 

he is growing a very tall lad,— rejoined my father. 

— ^He is very tall for his age, indeed — faid my mo- 
ther.— 

— T — ^I can-not (making two fyllables of it) ima- 
gine, quoth my father, who the deuce he takes afr 
ter. — 

I cannot. conceive> for my life,— 7— faid. my mo-- 
ther. ■ 
HHP^ph !— faid my father* 
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(The dialogue ceafed for a moment.) 
— I am very Ihort, myfelf, continued my 

father gravely. 

You are very ftiort, Mr. S/J^r/rrfp,— faid my mo- 
ther. 

Humph! quoth my father to himfelf, a fecond 
time : in muttering which, he plucked his pillow a 
little farther from my mother's — and turning about 
again, there was an end of the debate for three mi- 
nutes and an half. x 

— ^When he gets thefe breeches made, cried my 

father, in a higher tone, he'll look like a beaft in 'em. 

He will be very awkward in them at firft, replied 

my mother. • 

— And 'twill be lucky, if that's the worft. on't, 
added my father. 

It will be very hicky, anfwered my mother. 

I fiippofe, replied my father, making (bme 

paufe firft — ^he'il be exaftly Hke other people's chil- 
dren.^ — 

Exaftly, faid my modier. — 

Though I fhall be forry for th^, added 

my father 5 and fo the debate ftopped again. 

— They (hould be of leather, faid my father, turn- 
ing him about again. — 

They will laft him, faid my mother, the longeft. 
But he can hav^ no linings to 'em, repHcd my 
father. *^ 

He cannot, faid my mother. '^ 

sTwere better to have them pf fufttan, qrtoth my 
fether. 
' ^othing ca?i be better, quoth my mother.-*. 
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-Except dimity replied my father.'— Tis befl: 



of all,— replied my motlier. — 

— ^One muft not pve him his dieath, howevcr,^- 
mterrupted my father, 

^ BynomeanS) faid my mother :^«and fo .the diat*^ 
logue ftood ftill again. 

I am refolv^d, hoMrever, quoth my father, breaking 
filen^ the fourth time^ he ihall h^ve no pockets ia 
them, 

T here is no- occafion for any,, faid my mo- 
ther 

I mean in his coat and waifU^^at^i — cried my fa^ 
ther,. • 

■ ■I mean f© too,, replied my mother. 
T hough if he gets a gig or top— —poor 
fouls! it is a. crown and fceptre to them,*— tbef 
fiiould have where to fecure it. — 

Order it as you pleafe, Mr. Shandy^ replied myr 
mother^— 

— But don't yoa think it right?: added* my father^ 
pxeiEng the point home to her. 

Perfeftly, faid my mother,, if itpleaifes you*. Mr*. 
SianJy. 

— There's for you !' cried my father, Jofing: tem- 
per — Pleafes. me ! you never will diilinguifli^, 
Mr^, Shandy, nor fhall I ev^r teach you to do it,, be- 
twixt a point of pleafure and a point of. convenience.. 

T his was on the Sufiday Qight i?-*and futtheir 

ihi^ thapter fay^th not. 
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CHAP XIX. 

After my father had^ debated the affair of thei • 
breeches with my mother,— he confulted Albertu^ 
Rubemus upon it ; and Albertus RuUnius ufed my. 
father ten tinies worfe in the confultatioti (if poffible) 
than even my father- had ufed my /mother : For aa 
Rubenius had wrote a quarto exprefs^ De re Vefiiaria 

Veterum^^ it w^s Rubenius^ s bufinefe to have given 

my father fome lights. — On the contrary, my father 
might as well have thought of extratting the feven 
cardinal virtues out of a long beard, as of extra£ling 
a fmgle word out^of Rabeniui upon tlie fubjeft. 

Upon every- other, article^, of -ancient Ax^ki Rube- 
nius was very -communicative- to my father 5 • gave 
him a full and fatisfaftory account of ^ 

The Toga, or loefe gown, . 

The Chlamys. 

The Ephod.' 

The Tunica, or Jacket. • 

The Synthefis, . r 

The Psenula. . 

The Lacerna, with its CucuUus,. . 

The Paludamentum. • 

The Praetexte. ^ 

The Sagum, or foldie1:*s Jerkin. 

The Trabea •, of which, according to : Seutmiur^ . 
there were three kinds.— = — . ' - 

— But what are all thefe to the breeches? did my 
falther. 

Ruknws threw him down, upon the counter all^^ 
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k3ids of fhoes which, had been in fafliioii with the 
R^mam^^Hhexe was, 

The open flioe. 
The clofe fhoe; - 
^ The flip fhoe. 

The wooden fhoe. 
The foe. 
The bulkin. . 
And The miHtairy fhoe with bob-nails in iti . 
• which Juvenal takes notice of. 
THere were, The clogs^ ^ 
The^atins. ♦ 
The pantoufles.: 
The brogues. 

The fandals, with latchets to themv 
There was. The fehfboe. - 
The linen Ihoe. 
The laced fhoe. . 
The braided fhoe. 
The calceus ihcifus. 
And The calceus roftratus* 
Rubemus fhowed my father how well th^y all fit- - 

ted, in- whafc manner they laced on, with 

what points,^ftraps>: thongs,. latchetsi ribbands, jaggs, . 

and ends. 

— But I want to be info];med about the breeches^ 
£aid my father. - 

'Albertus Rubenius miormed .my father, that the 
Romans manufa£tured fluffs of ^ariou^ fabrics, ■ .. 
fome plain,— rfome flriped, — oAers diapered through- 
out the whole contexture of the wool, with filkand 
gqU-!««rThat linen did not begin to be in common ufe^ , 
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till towards the declenfion of the empire, when die 
'Egyptians^ coming to fettle amongft them, brought it 
into vogue. 

^That perfons of quality and fortune diftin- 

guifhed themfelves by the finenefs and whitenefs^of 
their clothes j which colour (next to purple, which 
was appropriated to the great offices) they mod af- 
fefled and wore on their birth-days and public re- 
joicings. — ^That it appeared from the beft hiftorians 
of thofe times, that they frequently fcnt their clothes 
to the fuller to be cleaned and whitened — but that 
the inferior people, to avoid that expence, generally 
wore brown clothes, and of a fomething coarfer tex* 
ture, — ^till towards the beginning of Augujlus^ reign,, 
when the fiave drefled like his mafter, and almoft 
every diftin<ftion of habiliment was loft, but the La-^ 
tus Clavus. 

And what was the Laius Clavus ? faid my fa- 
theri 

Rubenius told him, that the point was ftill litigat- 
ing amongft the learned : — ^That Egttatius^ Stgontus,. 
Bojftusy Ticinenfisy BayfiuSf BudauSj Zatmaftus^ Lip-' 
fiuSy LaTaus^ Jfaac Cmtfahon^ and Jof^ Scaiiger, all: 
differed from each other ,-*-and he from them : That 

fome took it to be the button, feme the coat it- 

felf, — others only the colour of it That the great 

BayfiuSy in his Wardrobe of the Ancients,, chap. xii.. 

■ h oneftly faid, he kaew not what it was, ■ 

whether a tibula,r^a ftud, a button,— a loop, — a^ 
buckle^^-^r ciafps and keepers. — 

— ^My father loft the horfe, but not the (addle—- 
They axe icois^ imd ey:j, faid my father. — lund 
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With hooks and eyes he ordered my breeches to be 
made. 



CHAP. XX. 

\^ E are now going to enter upon a new fcene of 
erents — 

—•Leave we then the breeches in the taylor's 
hands, with my father (landing over him with his 
cane, reading him as he fat at work a ledure upon 
the lattis clavuSf znd pointing to the precife part of 
the waiftband, where he was determined to have it 
fewed om 

Leave we my mother— {trueft of all the Poco" 
ciirant^s of her fex) — carelefs about it, as about every 
thing elfe in the world which concerned her ; — ^that 
is, — ^indifferent whether it was done this way or that, 
—-provided it was but done at all.*— 

Leav? we Slop likewife to the full profits of all my 
diihonours. 

Leave we poor Le Fevn to recover, and get home 
^from MarfeilUs as he can.--*— And hft of all — ^be- 
caufe the hardeft of all,«— 

Let us leave, if poAfible, mjfe^i ^But ^tis im- 

poffiblcr-*! muft go along with you to the end of 
die work* 

CHAR XXI. 

If the reader has not a clear conception of the rood 
and a half of gfound wluch lay at die bottom of 
my uncle 1tlbf% kitchen garden, afid which was the 
fcene of fb many of his delicious hours , ■ the fault 
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is not in me, but -in his imagination ; — for I arti fure 
I 'gave him fo minute a defcription, I was almoft 
afhamed of it. 

When Fate was looking forwards one afternoon 
into the great tranfaflrions of future times, — and re- 
coUefted for what purpofes this little plotj by-a de- 
cree fall bound down in iron, had been deftined,— ^ 
Ihfe gave a nod' to NATURE-^TwasenoHgh — Nature 
threw half a fpadeful of the kiiidlieft"compo{l upofi 
it, with juft fo much clay in it, as to retain the forms 
of angles and indentings,— -— and fo lit He of it too, 
as not to cling to the fpade, and render works of fo ' 
much glory, nafty in foul weather. 

My uncle Tobyc^xnt down> as theTeader has been ■ 
informed, with" plans along with him, of klmoft ey&- 
ry fortified town in Italy-2in6, Flanders ; fo, let the 
Duke of Marlboroughf or Ae allies, have fat down 
before what town they pleafed, my uncle Toby wa« 
prepared for them.'* 

His way, which was the fimpleft one in the world, 
was this ; as foon as ever a toWn wa3 inverted (but 
fooner when die deligtuwas known), to take the plan 
of it (let it be what town it would) and enlarge it 
upon a fcale to die exafl: fize of his bowling-green ; 
upon the furface^ of which, by means of a large roll 
of packthread, and a number of fmall piquets driven 
into the ground, at the feveral angles and redans, he 
transferred the hnea from his paper } then taking the ' 
profile of the place, with its works, to determine 
the depths and flops of the ditches,— the talus of the 
glacis, and the precife height of the feveral banquets, 
paj^apejs, &«.-^he^fet the corporal to work— and ►* 
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fwjpetly went it on : — ^The nature of the foil,^_the 
nature of the work itfelf,-— and above all, the good < 
nature of my uncle Toby^ fitting by from morning Xo 
night, and chatting kitidly with the corporal upon 
pad done deeds,-. — left- labour little elfe but the 
ceremony of the name. 
When the place was finifhed in this mannet, and 

put into a proper pofture of defence, it was in-* 

▼efted, and^ my uncle Tohy^nA^the corporal be- 
gan to run their firit parallel — *^I beg I may not b6 
interrupted in my ftory, by being: told. That thejirfi 
paralUlJbould be at leafi three hundred toifes difiantfrom 
the main body of the place^ — and that 1 have not left a 
Jingle inch for ;V;^-for my uncle Toby took the liberty 
of encroaching upon his kitchen-garden, for the fake 
of enlarging his works on the bowkng-rgreen \ and 
for that reafon generally ran his firft and fecond pa* 
rallels betwixt two rows of his cabbages and his cau«> 
liflowers^ the conveniences and inconveniences of 
which will be confidered at large in the hiftory of 
my uncle Tobyl^ and the corppraPs campaigns, of 
which this Fm now writing is but a iketch, and will 
he finiflied, if I conjefture right, in three pages 

(but there is no gueffing) The campaigns them- 

lelves will take up as many^bocAs.^ and therefore I 
apprehend' it would be hanging too great a weight 
of- one kind of matter in fo fiimfy a performance as 
this, to rhapfodize them, as I once intended, into -• 

the body of the work furely they had better bq . .?.♦' 

printed .apart — We'll confider the affair — fo take tV.e -- 
iflilDwing Iketch. of. them in the mean time* 
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CHAP. XXIL 



A^HEN the town, with it$ works, was finiflied, my 
uncle Toby and the corporal began to run their firft 
parallel — not at random, or any how — ^but from the 
fame points and diftances the allies had begun to run 
theirs 5 and regulating their approaches and attacks 
by the accounts my uncle 72?^;^ received from the 
daily papers, — they went on, during the whole fiege, 
ftep by ftep with the allies. 

When the Duke of Marlkrough made a lodgment^ 
•i— my uncle Toby made a lodgment too-— And when 
the face oF a baftioo was battered down, or a defence 
ruined,— the corporal took his mattock and did at 

much, and fo on ;. ■ g aining ground, and 

making themfehres matters of the works one after 
another, till the town fell into their hands. 

To one who took pleafure in the happy ftate of 
others,*— there could not have been a greater fight in 
the world, than on a poft morning, in which a prac- 
ticable breach had been made by the EMke of Mart* 
boroughj in the main body of the place,— —-to have 
ftood behind the horn-beam hedge, and obferved the 
fpirit with which my uncle TrAy^ with Tritn behind 
him, fallied forth ;■■> the one with the Gazette in 
his hand, — the other with a fpade on his (houlder to 
execute the contents * W Tiat an honeft triumph 

in my uncle Tohy'^ looks, as he marched up to the 
ramparts ! What intenfe pleafure fwimmiftg in his 
eye as he ftood ov^ the corporal, reading the psTft^. 
graph ten times over to him, as he was at work, left 
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peradventurc, he ihould make the breach an inch too 
-wide,— or leave it an inch too narrow— But when the 
ehamade was beat, and the corporal helped my uncle 
up to it, and followed with the colours in his hand, 

to fix them upon the ramparts Heaven ! Earth ! 

Seal ■ b ut what avail apoftrophes ?-^— with all 
your elements, wet or dry, ye never compounded 
fo intoxicating a draught ! 

In this traft of happinefs for many years, without 
one interruption to it, except now and then when 
the wind continued to blow due weft for a week or 
ten days together, which detained the Flanders mail, 
and kept them fo long in torture,— but ftill 'twas tjie 
torture of the happy — ^In this tra£k, I fay, did my 
uncle Tohy and Trim move for many years, every year, 
of whichf and fometimes every month, from the in- 
vention of either the one or the other of them, adding 
fome new ccmceit or quirk of improvement to their 
operations, which always opened frefh fprings of 
delight in carrying them on. 

The firft year's campaign was carried on from be- 
ginning to end, in the plain and fimple method I've 
related. 

In the fecond year, in which my uncle Tohy took 
Uege and Ruremondy he thought he might afford the 
expence of four handfome draw-bridges, of two of 
which I have given an exadl defcription of, in the 
former part of my work. • 

At the latter end of the fame year, he added a 
couple of gates with portcuUifes ; — ^Thefe laft were 
converted afterwards into orgues, as the better thing ; 
and during the winter of tji^ fame year, my uncle 
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Toby, inftead of a new fuit of clothes, which he af- 
ways had at ChriflmdSy treated himfelf with a hand- 
fonie fentry-box, to ftatid at the' corner of the bowl- ' 
*"g-g^^^"> betwixt which point and the foot of the 
glacis, tliere was left a littlfe kihd of an efplanade 
for him and the corporal to confer artd "hold couftcih 
of war upon. ' 

— ^The fentry-box was in cafe of fain. 

All thefe weire painted' white three times ov6r the " 
enfuing fpring, which enabled my uncle ^ohy to take 
the field' with great fpleridgur. 

My father would often fay to' Torichy that 1f 'any 
mortal in the whole univerfe had done fuch a thing, 
except his brother Tobyy it would have been looked ' 
upon by the world' as one of the mbft refined fatires 
upon the parade and prancing manner in which Lewis 
XIV. from the beginning of the war, but particularly 

tteit very year, had taken the field But 'tis not my 

brother ToB/s naturl, kind' fouH my father wouW - 
add, to infult any one. 

—But let us go on. - 

CHAP. XXIIir 

I MUST obferve, that although, in the firft yearns ' 

campaign, the word towft is often mentioned, ^ 

yet there was no town at that time /within the poly- 
gon 5 that*addition was ndt made till the fummer 
following the fpridg in which the bridges and fefhry- 
box were painted, which was the third year of my 
uncle Tobfs campaigns — : — whett upon his taking 
jimhrg, Bonftf and RMnberg and Huy and JLitnbourg^ ^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



jplB TRISTRAM SHANDT. . Tpf^ 

otie after another, a thought came into the corpo- 
ral's .head, that to talk of talking, fo many towns, 
nvithout one town to Jhow for ity — was a very non- 
fenfical way of going -to wojk, and -fo propofed to 
my uncle J'^Jj that they {hould hav^a little model- 
of a ,tQwn built for them,— to be run up. together, 
of,., flit deals, and then painted, and clapppd within 
the interior polygon to ferve for all. 

My uncle Ti?^;? felt, the good of the projefb in- 
ftantly, and- ip.ftantly agreed to it, but with the ad- 
dition of t^Y0 fingular improvements, of which he 
was almoft as proud as if he had be.en the original 
inventor of the projeft bimfelL 

The one. was, to have the town biiilt exaftly in 
the ftyle of thofe, of which it was moft likely to be 
the reprefentative ; — with grated windows, and the 
gable ends of the houfes facing the ftreets, &c. &c. 
as, thofe in Ghent znd Bruges and , the I'eft of the 
^owns in. Bmbunt and Flanders. 

The other was, not to have the houfes run up to- 
gether, as the, corporal propofed, but to have every 
houfe independent, ^to hook on or ofF, fo as to form 
into the plain of whatever town they pleafed. This 
was put direftjy into hand, and many and many a 
Ipok of mutual congratulation was exchanged be- 
tween rny uncle Toby and thie corporal, as the car- 
penter did the work. * 

It anfwered prodigioufly the next fummer-— 

the town was a perfeft Proteus — It was Ldnden^ and 
Trerehachy and Safitvlieth and Drufen^ and Hagenauj 

r and then it was OBendy and Menhy and Aetl^y 

•and Dendermond. 
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-— Surdy never did any towk aft fo many parts^ 
fince Sotbm and Gcmtmrrab, as n^y uncle Tcfy's town 
did. 

In the fourth year, my uncle Tohj thinking a tcnm 

looked foolifiily without a church, added a reiy fine 

one with a fteeple— 7r/m was for hairing bells in it 

M y uncle Totf faid, the metal had better be caft 

into cannon. 

' This led the way the next campaign for half a 
do2en brafs field-pieces,.«-to be planted three and 
three, on each fide of my uncle Tohfs fentry-box ; 
and in a fliort time thefe led the way for a train of 
fomewhat larger, — and fo on (as muft always be 
the cafe in hobby-horfical affairs (from pieces of half 
an inch bore, till it came at laft to my father^s jack- 
boots. 

The nett year, which was that in which LiJIe was 
befieged, and at the clofe of which both Ghent and 
Bruges fell into our hands, — my uncle Toty was 
fadly put to it for proper ammunition ; — I fay proper 
ammunition — ^becaufe his great artillery would not 
bear powder ^.— and 'twas well for the Shandy family 

they would not. ^For fo full were the papers, 

from the beginning to the end of the fiege, of the 
incefTant firings kept up by the befiegers — and fo 
heated was my uncle To^/s imagination with the ac- 
counts of them^ that he had infallibly fhot away all 
his eftate. 

Something, therefore, was wanting, as a Jucceda^ 
tieumy efpecially in one or two of tlie more violent 
paroxyfms of the fiege, to keep up fomething like a 
continual firing in the imagination, — and this^w^ 
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thing tfie corporal, whofe principal ftrength lay in 
invention, fupplied by an entire new fyftem of bat- 
tering of his own,^^without which, this had been 
objed^ed to by military critics, to the end of the 
MTorid, as one of the great defidemta of my uncle 
Tohfs apparatus. 

This will not be explained the worfe, for fetting 
off, as I generally do, at a little diftance from th^ 
fubjed. 

CHAP. XXIV. 

\Ar ITH two or three other trinkets, Imall in them- 
felves, but of great regard, which poor Torriy the 
corporaFs unfortunate brother, had fent him over, 
with the account of his marriage with the y^i6's 
widow — ^there was 

A MonteriAcz^ and two Turkijb tobacco pipes. 

The MonterthCX^ I ftiall defcribe by and by. 
The Turkijb tobacco pipes had nothing particular ia 
them ; they were fitted up and ornamented as ufual, 
with flexible tubes of Morocco \Q2,i3xex and gold wire, 
and mounted at their ends, the one of them with 

ivory, the other with black ebony, tipp'd with 

Clver. 

My father, who faw all things in lights different 
from the reft of the world, would fay to the corporal, 
that he ought to look upon thefe two prefents, more 
as tokens of his brother's nicety, than his afFeftion. 
Tom did not care, 2>im, he would fay, to put on 
the cap, or to (moke in the tobaeco pipe of a Jew. 
——God blefs your honour, the corporal would fay 
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giving a ftrong reafon to the -coatrary) — haw cam 

that be ? — 

The Monfcero-cap was fcarlet, of a ^gerfine Spa^ 
pi/h cloth, dyed ii\;grain, aod mouuted all-round with 
fur, except about four inches, in the. frorjt, '^w|«ch 
was faced with a light blue, flightly embroidered, — 
and feemed to have been the property of a Portuguefe 
^uarter-mafter> not of foot, but. of. horfe, as the 
word denotes. 

The corporal was not a little proud of. it, as well 
for its own fake, as the fake of the giver, fo feldom 
r or never put it on but upon GALA-days ; and yet 
never, was a Montero-cap put to fo many ufes : for 
iii ,all controverted points whither military or culi- 
nary, provided the corporoal was furehe.was in the 
right, — rit was either his , oath^ — ^liis . wagery—or his 

iifi' . . ... 

^TTwas his gift in the prefent. cafe. 

ril be bound, faid the corporal, fpeaking to him- 
felf,, to give away my Montero-cap to the firft beg- 
gar who comes to the door, if I do not manage this 
matter to his- honour's fatisfaflion. 

The completion was no further off, than the very 
next morning : which was that of the ftorm of the 
. counterfcarp betwixt the Lower Deuhy to the right, 
and the gate of St. Andrew^ — and on the left be- 
tween St, Magdalen* s and the river. 

As this was "the moft memorable attack in the 

whole war, the moft gallant and obftinate on 

both fides, ^and, I muft add, the moft bloody too, 

for it coft the allies themfelves that morning above 
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ele^n .hundred men, — mj uncle Toby prepared him- 
felf >for it witk a more than ordinary foiemnity. 
. The eve wliich preceded, iw my tmcle Toby went 
to bed, h^ ordered his ramallie wig, which had lain 
infide out for many years in the comer of an old 
campaigning trunk, which flood by his bed-fide, to 
be taken out and laid upon the lid of it, ready for 
the mor&ing^ — and the very firft thing he did in his 
fliirt, when he had ftepped out of bed, my uncle 
iFWy, after he had turned the rough fide outwards — - 
put it on : — This done, he proceeded next to his 
breeches, and having buttoned the waiftband, he 
forthwith buckled on his fword-belt and had got his 
fword half way in,— -when he confidered he fhould 
want fliaving, and that it would be yery inconveni- 
€fnt doing it with his fword on, — fo took it off : — In 
alffaying to put on his regimental coat and waiftcoat, 
my uncle Toby found the fame objeftion in his wig, 
fo that went ofF too :-^So that what with one thing, 
and what with another, as always falls out when a 
man is in the moft hade, — 'twas ten o'clock, which 
was half an hour later than his ufual time, before 
my uncle Toby fallied out. 

CHAP. XXV. 

JVlY uncle Toby had fcarce turned the corner of his 
yewhedge, which feparated his' kitchen-garden from 
his bowfing-^green, when he perceived the'corporal 
liAd begun the attack without him.- 

Let mp ftop and give, you a pi£lure of the corpo- 
ra-Fs apparatus ; and of the* coi-poral himfelf in tlie • 

Fo/. 11. L 
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height of his attack, juft as it ftruo^y uncle T<fbff 
as he turned towards the fentry-box, where the cor- 
poral was at work , for in nature there is not 
fuch another,— nor can any combination of all that 
is grotefque and whimCcal in her works produce .its 
equal. 

The corporal 

— —Tread lighdy on his a(hes> ye men of genius^ 
f or he was your kinfman : 

Weed his grave clean, ye men of goodnefe, 
for he was your brother*— Oh corporal j had I thee^ 
but now,— now that I am able to give thee a dinner 
and proteftion,— — how would I cherifli thee J thou 
fliould'ft wear thy Montero-cap every hour of the 
day, and every day of the week, — and when it was 
worn out,T[ would purchafe thee a couple like it :— - 
But alas J alas ! alas ! nfcw that I can do this, in 

fpite of their reverences the occafion is loft — for 

thou art gone : — thy genius fled up to the ftars, from 
whence it came; — and that warm heart of thine, 
with all its generous and open veflels, comprefled 
into a chd of the valUy I 

But what ■■ ■ -what is this to that future and 
dreaded page, where I look towards the velvet pall, 
decorated with the military enfigns of thy mafter — 

the firft the foremoft of created beings, where — ^I 

fliall fee thee faithful fervant ! laying his fword and 
fcabbard, with a trembling hand, acrofs his cofHn, 
and then returning pale as aflies to the door to take 
his mourning horfe by the bridle, to follow his 

herfe, as he direded thee; ^where all my 

father's fyftems fliall be baffled by his forrows ; and. 
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In fpite of his phllofophy, I (hall behold him, as he 
infye^Ots the lackered plate, twice taking his fpeda- 
cles from oflF his nofe, to wipe away tlie dew which 
natare has flied upon them.— — ^When I fee him caft 
in the rofemary with an air of difconfolation, which 

cries thro* my years, f> Toby f in what comer of 

the world (hall I feek thy fellow ; 

—Gracious pcrw^rs ! which erft have opened the 
lips of the dumb in hisdiftrefs, and made the tongue ^ 
of the ftammerer fpeak iplain— ••when I ihall arrive 
at this dreaded page, 4eal not with me, then, with a 
Ainted hand. 

CHAP. XXVI. 

The corporal, who the night before had refoived in 
his mind, to fupply the grand defideratum^ of keeping 
.up fomething like an ii&:eflan(t firing upon the ene- 
my, during; the heat of the attack,-.^.-^had no farther 
idea in his fancy at that time, than a contrivance of 
imoking tobacco againil the town^ out of one of 
my uncle T%hy\ fix field-pieces, which were planted 
on each fide of his fentry-box ; the means of effe£H- 
ing which occurring to his fancy at the fataie time, 
though he had pledged his cap, he thought it in no 
danger fro^i the mifcarriage of his proje^. 

Upontunung it this way^ and that, a*littie In his 
mind, Jic fo<m began ^o find out, that, by means of 
his two Turlijb tobacco-pipes, with the fupplement 
of three fmaller tubes of wafh-leather at each of their 
lower end?, to be tagg'd by the fame number of tin- 
pipes fitted to the touch-holes, and fealed with chy 
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next the cannon, and then tied hermetically with 
waxed filk at their feveral infertions into thfe M^oce¥ 
tube, — he fhould be able to fire the fix field-pieces 
all together, ind with the £une eafe as to fire one. 

Let no man fay from what taggs and jaggs hintft 
may not be out out, lor the advancement of huinan 
knowledge. Let no man, who has read mfy father's 
fiafft and fecond Ms ofji*ft'tee^ ^ver rife up and -fay 
again, from cotiifion of what kinds of hodies light 
may, <Mr may not he-ftruck out, to carry the artsand 
fciences up to perfe£Hon.-^— Heaven 1 thou kno^eft 
how I love them ; thou know^ft the fecrets of xtcf 
heart, and that^I would this moment give my fhirt — 

Thou art a fool Shandyy fays Eugemusy for thou 

haft but a dozen in the world, — and 'twill break thy 
fet; 

No toattjar for that Eagenius ; I would give the 

ihirt off my back to be burnt into tinder, were it 

^n!y to fatisfy one feveriih inquirer, how many 

fparks^ at one good ftroke, a good flint and fteel 

could ftrike into the tail of it 1— Thmk ye not, 

that, in ftriking Aefe m, h e might, peradven- 
lure, ftrike {cm^thing out F — .as fure as a gun— 

— But this proje£l by the by. 

The corporal iiat up the beft part of the night, in 
bringing his to perfe&ion^ and having made a fuf- 
ficifiiit -prpof ef his cannon, vrith charging them to 
the top. with t^acco, — ^he went with contenOnent 
to bed. • . 
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CHAP. XXVII. 



The corporal had flipped out .about ten minutes be* 
fore my uncle Tobyt in order to fix his apparatus, 
and juft give the enemy a fhot or two before my 
uncle Toby came. • 

He had drawn the fix field-pieces, for this end^ 
all clofe up together in front of my uncle Toby% 
fentry-box, leaving only an interval of about a yard 
and a half betwixt the three, on th^ right and left, 
for the convenience of charging, &c.— and the fake, 
poflibly, of two batteries, which he might think 
double the honour of one. 

In the riar, and facing this opening, with his 
back to the door of the fentry-box, for. fear of being 

flanked, had the corporal wifely taken his poft : 

He held the ivory-pipe, appertaining to the battery 
©n the right, betwixt the finger and thumb of his 
right hand,^ — and tlie ebony pipe tipp'd with filver, 
which appertained to the battery on the left, be- 
twixt the finger and thumb of the other, — and with 
his right knee fixed firm upon the ground, as if in 
the front rank of his platoon, was the corporal, with 
his Montero-cap upon his head, furioufly playing off 
his two crofs batteries at the fame time againft the 
counter-guard, which faced the counterfcarp, where 
the attack was to be made that morning. His -firft 
intention, as I faid, was no more than giving the 
enemy a fingle puff or two : — ^but the pleafure of the 
ptijfs as well as the puffings had infenfibly got hold 
of the corporal^ and drawn him on from puff to 

1^3 
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pufF, into the very height of the attack, by the time 
my uncle Toby joined him. 

'Twas well for my father, that my uncle Toiy had 
ffot his wil! to make ^at day. 

CHAP xxvni. 

.M.Y uncle Tek^ took the ivory pipe out of the cor- 
poral's hand, looked at it for half a minute, and 

returned it. 

- In lefs than two minutes my uncle Tolfy took the 
pi^e from the corpofal again, and raifed it half-way 
to his mouth — then haftily gave it back a fecond 
time. 

The corporal redoubled the attack— —my uncle 

Tohy fmiled then looked grave — then fmiled for 

a moment — ^then looked ferio\is for a long time : — 
Give mc hold of the ivory pipe, TV/Vw, faid my uncle 

Tohy — my uncle Toby put it to his lips drew it 

back dire^kly gave a peep over the horn-beam 

hedge ; never did my uncfe J^bfs mouth water 

fo • much for a pipe in his life.-^My uncle Toby re- 
tired into the fentry-box with the pipe in his hand. 

Dear uncle Toby / don't go into the fentry- 
box with the pipe there's no trufting^a mans felf 

with fuch a thing in fuch a corner. 

CHAP. XXIX. 

I beg the reader will aflift me here to wheel ofF 
my uncle Tobfs ordnance behind the fcenes — to re- 
move his fentry-box, and clear the theatre, ifpojibk^ 
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of horn-works and half-moons, and get the reft of 

his military apparatus out of the way: ^that: 

done, my dear friend Garriciy we'll fnuflF the can- 
dles bright fweep the ftage with a new broomr 

—draw up the curtain, and exhibit my uncle To^ 
By dreffed in a new charafter, throughout which the 
world can*ave no idea how he will z(k ; and yet, 

if pity be«kin to fove. and bravery no alien to' 

it, you h^ feen enough of my uncle Toby m thefe, 
to trace thefe family likenefles betwixt the two paf- 
fions (in cafe there is one) to your heart's content. 

Vain fcience \ thou affifteft us in no ca(i of this* 
kind — and thou puzzleft us in every one. 

There was. Madam, in my uncle Tobyy a finglo- 
nefs of heart, which mifled him fo far out of the 
little ferpentine tracks in which things of this na- 
ture ufually go on, you can — you can have no con- 
ception of it : with this, there was a plainnefs and 
fimplicity of thinking, with fudi an unmiflrufting 
Ignorance of the plies and foldings of the heart of 
woman — and fo naked and defencelefs did he ftantl 
before you (when a fiege was out of his head), that 
you might have ftood behind any one of your ferpent* 
ine walks, and fhot my uncle Toby^ ten times in a. 
day, through hi» liver, if nine times in a day. Ma- 
dam, had not ferved your purpofe. 

With alt this. Madam— — and what confounded 
every thing as much on the other hand, my uncle 
Toby had that unparalleled modefty of nature I once 
told you of, and, which, by the by, ftood eternal 
fentry upon his feelings, that you might as foon — 
But where am I going ? thefe reflexions crowd ia 
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upon me ten pages at leaft too foon> and take up 
that time, which I ought to beftow upon fads. 

CHAP. XXX. 

Of the few legitimate fons of Adaniy whofe breafta 
never felt what die (ting of love was---( maintaining, 

firft, all myfogonifts to be ballards) the greateft 

heroes of ancient and modern ftorjr have. carried off 
ampngft them, nine parts in ten of the honour \ and 
I wifh, for their fakes, I had the key of my ftudy 
out of my draw-well only for five minutes, to tell 
yoU their names — ^recoUeft them I cannot — fo be; 
content to accept of thefe for the prefent, ia their 
Head. 

There was the great king AldrovanduSy and Bof^ 
phorusj and CappadociuSf 2Lnd DardanuSy and PantuSy 

and jyiusy to fay nothing of the irons-hearteA 

Charles the Xllth, whom the countefi of K****** 
herfelf could make nothing of — "—There was Bahy^ 
lonicusj and Mediterraneus and Polixenes^ and Per^ 
ficusy and PruficuSy iK)t one of whom (exsept Cafpa^ 
docius and Pontus^ who were both a littje fufpeded),, 
ever once bowed down his breaft to the goddefs — ;— 
The truth is, they had all of them fomething elfe to 

do and fo had my uncle Tohjy — till Fate — till 

Fate, I fay, envying his name the glory of being 
handed down to pofterity with Aldrevandus* s and the^ 
reft, — Ihe bafely patched up the peace of Utrecht. 

-Believe me, Sirs, *twas the worft deed ihe 

did that year. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 



-Amongst the many ill confequences of the treaty^ 
©f Utrecht J It was within a point of giving my uficle 
Toby a furfeit of fieges, and though he recovered his 
appetite afterwards, yet Calais itfelf left not a deep- 
er fear in Marf% he^rt) than Utrecht upon my uncle 
3rfe^/s. To the end of his life he never could hear 
Utrecht mentioned upon any account whatever,-— or 
fo much as read an article of news extrafted out of 
the Utrecht Gazette^ without fetching* a figh, as if 
his heart would break in twain^. 

My father, who was a great motive»-monger-,. 
and confequentiy^ a very dangerous perfon foT a maiy 
to fit by, either laughing or crying— —for he gene- 
rally knew your motive for doing both, much better 
than you knew it yourfelf—— would always confole 
my uncle Toby upon thefe occaflonS ih a way which- 
fhowed plainiy; he imagmed my uncle JTai;?, grieved: 
for nothing' in the whole afFiair'fo miich as the Iofs*v 
of his hobby^hdrfi'-^ — ^Never mind*,- brother Tohyy he*^ 
would fay — by Gbd*s bleffing we fhall have another' 
war break out again fome of th^fe days: and \^hem 
it does — ^the belligerent powers', if they would hang: 
themfelves, cannot keep us. out of play. -^-— I defy • 
'em my dear ?*^j?, he >ifould*aad,Vto take countries* 
without taking tov^s-^—of townk without fieges. * 
My unde' Toby never 'toik this back-^roke of my; 
fether's at his hobby-horfe ^indly.-^-^ — He thought 
thie ftrt)ke ungenerous j and'the morefo, becattfe im 
&:ikbg the. horfe; he bit the rider too, and in tW 
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mod diflionourable^ part a blow could fall ; fo that 
upon thefe occafions, he always laid down his pipe 
upon the table with niore fire to defend himfelf than 
common » 

. I told, the reader, this time two years, that my 
wncle To^y.was not eloquent ; and in the very fame 
page* gave an inftance to the contrary :— — I repeat 
the obfervation, and a faiSl: which contradifts it a- 

gain. He was not eloquent^ — it was not eafy to 

my uncle Tohy to make long harangues — and he hat- 
ed florid ones j but there were occafions where the 
ftream overflowed the man, and ran. fo counter ta 
its ufual courfe, that in fbme parts my uncle Tob)\ 
for a time, wa& at leaft equal to Tartidlus — ^but in. 
others, in my own opinion, infinitely above him. 

My father was fo highly pleafed with one of thefe 
apologetical orations of my uncle Tobfs^ which he 
had delivered one evening before him and Torick^ 
that he wrote it down before he went to bed, 

I have had the good fortune to meet with it a** 
mongft my father's papers, with here and there aix 
infertion of his owi^ betwixt two crooks, 
thus, |F 3, and is indorfed 

MT BROTHEIL TO^y's JUSTIFICATION OF HIS OWN! 
PHJNCIPLES. ANU CONDUCT IN WISHING TO CON- 
TINUE THE V/ASL^ . 

I may fafely fay, I hare read ©ver this apologetic 
cal oration of my uncle Teb^s a hundred times, aad 
think it fo fine a nwdel of defence, and fhows fo 
fweet a temperament of gallantry and good princi* 
pies in him, that I give it the world, word for wori 
(interlineations and sdl} as I find iu 
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CHAP. XXXII. 
MT UNCLE toby's APOLOGETICAL ORA'TiaK. 

JL AM n6t infenfible, brother Shandy^ that when a 
man^ whofe profeflion is anns^ wiihes, as* I have 
done, for war,— itjias^.an iU afpe£t to the world;— 
and that, how juit and right foever his motives, and 
intentions may be, — ^he ftands in an uneafy pofturey 
in vindicating himfelf from private views in do- 
ing it. 

For this caufe, if a fbldief is a pnident man, which 
he may be, without being a jot the lefs brave, he 
will be fure not to utter his wiih in the hearing o£ 
an enemy ; foe, fay what he will, an enemy will not 

believe him- H e will be cautious of doing it. 

even to a friend, — left he may fuffisr in his e{teem> 
-—But if his heart is over-charged, and a fecret figh 
for arms mu& have its vent, he will referve \l for. 
the ear of a brother, who knows his cbara£ler to 
the bottom, and what his tiue notiont^ difpofitions^ 
and principles of honour are : What, I hope^ I have 
keen in all thefe, brother Shandy^ would be unbe^ 
coming in me to fay :t— •much worie, I know, have 
I been than I ought,— —and fomething worfe per- 
haps, dian I* think : But fuch a^ I am, you, my dear 
brother Shandy^ who have fucked the fame breafts 
with me,— and with whom I have been. brought 
up from my cradle,.— and from whofe knowledge^ 
from the firft hours of our boyifh paftimes, dowa 
to this, I have concealed no one ailion of my life, 
L6 
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and fcarce a thought in it- — Such as 1 am, bro- 
ther, you muft, by this time, know me, with all my 
vices, and with all my weaknefles too, whether of 
my age, my temper, my paffions, or my under- 
ftanding. 

Tell me then, my dear brother Shandy y upon which 
of them it is, that when I condemned the peace of 
Utrecht, and grieved the war w'as not carried on with 
vigour a little longer, you {hould think your brother 
did it upon unworthy views ; or that, in wifhing for 
war, he fhould be bad enough to wiflj more of his 

fellow creatures flain, ^more flaves made, and 

more families driven from their peacefulhabitations, 

merely for his own pleafure : ^Teli me, brother 

Shandy i upon what one deed of mind do you ground 
it? [The devil a deed do I know of, dmr^Tohj,^ 
tne for an hundred pounds, ^ivhich J lentthe^ io carry on 
thefe cmfedfteges.~\ • . » 

If, when I was a fchooUboy, I could not hear a 
drum beat, but my^ hear^ beat' widr it— was it my 

fault ? — ^Did I plant the propenfity thdre ? Did t 

found the alarm within, or Nature i 

When Guy^ Era! of Wamvick, and Parifmus and 
Part/menus, ^xiA- Valentine and Or/on, and the SeO^ti 
Shampiens cf England, were handed around the 

fchool, — ^ere they not aH purchafed with my own 

pocket-money? Was that felfilh, brother Shandy^ 
When we read over the fige of Troy, which 1 ailed 
fen years and eight months, — though with^ttch a train 
©f artillery as we had at Namur, the town might 
kave been carried in a weefc^ — ^was I not as mucly 
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concerned for the deftrufiion of the Greets and Tro^ 
Jans as any boy of the whole fchool ? Had I not 
three ftrokes of a ferule given me, two on my right 
hand and one on my left, for calling Helena a bitch 
for it ? Did any one of you Ihed more ^ears for 
Heilor ? And when king Priam came to the camp 
to beg his body, and returned weeping back to Troy 
Without it, — you know, brother, I could not eat my 
dinner — 

•—Did that bdfpeak me cruel ? or becaufe, brotRer 
Shandy^ my blood flew out into the camp, and my* 
heart panted for war. — was it a proof it could not 
ache for the diftreffes of war too ? 

O Brother ! 'tis one thing for a foldier to gathet 
laurels, and 'tis another to fcatter cypreft — SWho 
told thee^ my dear Tohy^ that cyprefs was ufed by the' 
ancients on mournful occafions P'] 

Tis one thing, brother Shandy^ for a foldier, 

to hazard his own. life— to leap.fkft down into the 
trench, where he is fare to be cut in pieces ; 
'Tis 6ne tbitig, from public fpirit, and a thirft of" 
glory, to enter the * breach the firft man, — ^to ftand ' 
in the foremoft rank, and march bravely on with 
drum& and trumpets, and colours flying about his 
ears : — ^'Tis one thing, I fay, ^brother Shandy ^ to do 
this— and 'tis another thing to refteft on the miferies 
of war 5— —to view the deflations of whole coun- 
tries, and confider the intolerable fatigues and hard- 
fliips which the foldier himfdf^ the inftrument who 
works them^ is' forced (for fixpence a day, if he can 
get it) to undergo. 
' Need I be told, dear Torichy as I was by you, in 
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Le Fvere^s funeral fermon. That fo fift and genfle a^ 
creaturcy born to love^ to mercy^ and kindM/s^ as man 
isy was notjhapedfar this ? ■ But why did you not 
suld, JTorickj — if not by nature — that he is fo by 

NECESSITY? For what is war? what is it, To^ 

ricky when fought as ours hj>s been, upon principles 
of liberty y and upon principles of honour — what is it^ 
but the getting together of quiet and harmlefs peo- 
ple, witli their fwords in their hands, to keep the 
ambitious and the turbulent witliin bounds ? And 
heaven is my witnefs, brother Sbandyy that the plea- 
fure I have taken in thefe things — ^and that infinite 
delight, in particular^ which has attended my fieges^ 
in my bowling-green, has arifen within me, and I 
l^pe in the corporal too, from the confcioufnefs we 
both had, that,, in carrying them on, we were aj;L«-> 
fwering the great ends of our creation. " 

CHAP. xxxm. 

1 TOLD the Chriftian reader — I fay Chrijtian< — hc^ 
ing he is one— :.and if he is not, I am forry for it— 
and only beg he will confider the ijaatter with himi- 
felff and not lay the blame entirely upon thi&. 

book 

i told him. Sir — for,, in good truth, when a maiv 
is telling a ftory in the ftrange way I do mine, he is. 
obliged continually to be going backwards and for- 
wards, to keep all tight together in the reader's fan- 
cy ^which, for my own part, if I did not take 

heed to do more than at firft, there is fo much un- 
fixed and equivocal matter ftarting up, with fo many 
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breaks* and gaps in it— and fo little fervice- do the 
ftars aiFord, which, neverthelefs, I hang up in fome 
©f the darkeft' pafTages, knowing that the world is. 
apt to lofe its. way, with all the lights the fun itfeif 
at noon-day can give it-— -and now you fee I am loll 
niyfelf!- — 

■ But 'tis my father's faidt ; and whenever my 
brains come to be diflefted, you will perceive, wfth- 
out fpeftaclesj, that he has left a large uneven, thread,, 
as you fometimes fee ia an unfaleahie piece of cam- 
bric, running along the whole length of the web, 
and fo untowardly,, you cannot fa much as cut out 
a**, (here t hang uy a couple of . lights again).— ot 
a fillet,, or a thumb-ftall, but it is feen or felt. 

Quanto id SUgentius in Uheris procreandis cavendum^ 
fayeth Cardan, All which being eonfidered, and that 
you fee 'tis morally impracticable for me to wind 
this round to where' I fet out. — 

I begin the chapter over again. 

CHAP. XXXIV. 

I TOLD the Chriftian reader, in the beginning of the 
chapter which preceded my uncle Toby^s apologetical 
oration, though in a different trope from what I 
fliall make ufe of now. That the peace of Utrecht 
was within an ace of creating the fame (hynefs be- 
twixt my uncle Toby aad his^ hobby-horfe, as it did 
betwixt the Queea and the reft of the confederating 
powers* 

There is an indignant way, in which a man fome»» 
feries difmounts his borfe,. which, as good as (ays tew 
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him, << ni go afoot, Sir, all the days of my life, be- 
<< fore I would ride a fingle mile upon your back 
^« again. Now, my uncle Toby could not be faid 
to difmount his horfe in this manner 5 for, in ftri£k- 
nefs of language, he could not be faid to difmount 

his horfe at all, — his horfe rather flung him arid 

fomewhat vicioii/ly, which made my uncle Toby take- 
it ten times more unkindly. Let this matter be fet- 
tled by ftate jockies as they like it created, I fay^ 

a fort of fhynefs betwixt my uncle Toby and his^ 

hobby-horfe ^He had no occafion for him from 

the month of March to November^ which was the 
ftimmer after the articles were figned, except it was 
now and then to take a fhort ride out, juft to fe^ 
that the fortifications and harbour of Dunkirk were- 
demoliflied, according to flipulktion. 
. * The French were fo backward all that fummer im 
fetting about that affair, and Monfieur Tugghgy the 
deputy from the magiftrates of Dunkirk^ prefentedl 
fo many affefting petitions to the Queen \ — befeech- 
ing her Majefty to caufe only her thunderbolts to- 
fall upon the martial works, which might have in^- 
curred her difpleafure, — but to . fpare- — ^to fpare the 
fnole, for the mole's fake ; which, in its naked fi-- 
tuation, could be xio more than an objeft of pityr 
—aild'the Queen (who was but a woman) bein^ 
of a pitiful difpofition,; — and her minifters alfo, they 
hot wifliing m their hearts to have the town difmant— 
led, for thefe private reafons, * * # *- 

# # * * # #- # #- i^^ 

# # # # . # » . 
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* ♦ # *.* **• # ^ 

* * * ; fo that the whole went heavily on with my 
uncle Toby; infomuch, that it was not within three 
full months, after he and the corporal had conftruft- 
ed the town, and put it in a condition to be deftroy* 
ed, that the feveral commandants, commiflanes^t de- 
puties, negotiators, and intendants, would permit 
him to fet about it. — ^Fatal interval of ina£livity ! 

The corporal was for beginning the demolitions 
by making a breach in the ramparts,^ or main fortifi- 
cations of the town No that will never do, 

corporal, faid my uncle Toby ; for, in going tliat way 
to work with the town, the; E/iglip^ garrifon will not 
be fafe in it an hour \ bjcauu, • *He French arg 

treacherous- ^They are ^ trerxhe.cii^ asdevils> aa' 

pleafe your honour, faid tlie cprpo3faK-It gives me 
concern always when I hear it,. Trirn^ faid. my uucle 
Tohy — .-for they don't want perfonal bravery % and 
if a breach is made ip the ramparts^ they may enter 
it, and make themfelves mailers of th^ place wb.eit 
they pleafe.— —Let tliem enter it, faid the cocpoifdlai 
lifting, up his pioneer's fpade in both his hands,, as if 
he was going to lay about him with it,. let them: 
enter,, an' pleafe your honour if they dare. — In cafes. 
like this, corporal, faid my uncle Toh^y flipping his, 
riglit hand down to the middle of his cane, and 
holding it afterwards truncheon-wife, with his fore* 
finger extended, ■■ ■ ■ ' tis no part of the coafiderati<Mi} 
of a coinmandant what the enemy dare— <» wh^t 
they dare not do \ he muft aft with prudence. W^ 
will begin with the outworks both towards the fea: 
g^id the land, and particularly with Fort Loms^ tli^ 
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mod diftant of them all^ and demoliih it firft, 
and the reft, one by one, both on our right and leff> 
as we retreat towards the town ; — then we'll demo- 
liih the mole, — next fill up the harbour, — then re- 
tire into the citadel, and blow it up into the air ; anJ " 
haying done that, corporal, we'll embark for Eng-- 
land. W e are there, quoth the corporal, recol- 
lecting himfelf ^Very true,, faid my uncle Toby — 

looking at the church^ 

CHAP. XXXV. 

A DELUSIVE, deficious confultation or two of tliig. 
kind, betwixt my uncle Tc^y and Trim upon the 
demolition of Dunkirk, — for a moment rallied back 
the ideas of thofe pleafures which were flipping fron> 

under him : — ftill — ftill — all went on heavily the 

magic left the mind the weaker, — ^Stillness, with 
Silence at her back,, entered the foKtary parlour^ 
and drew their gauzy mantle over my uncle TTohy's 
tead J — ^and Listlessness, with her lax fibre and 
undirected eye, fet quietly down befide him in his^ 
arm-chair- — ^No longer Atnberg anrf Rhinbergy and* 

Limhurgy and /f//y, and Bonn, in one year ^nd^ 

the profpeCt of Landen, and Trerebach, and Drufeny 
and Dendermondy ^he next — —hurried on the blood I* 

^No longer did faps, and mines, and blinds, and 

^g^ons, and palifadoes, keep out this fair enemy of 

f imn-'s repofe r No more could my uncle Toby, 

2Sx^t paffing the French lines, as he eat his egg at 
fcipper, from thence break into the heart of France, 
.^crgfs over the Oj^, aijd with all Piccavdie opea be^^ 

Digitized by CjOOg iC 



09 TKISTRAM SHANDV. 26^ 

KnJ him, march up to the gates, of Paris^ and fall 
afleep with nothing but ideas of glory :— No more 
was he to dream he had fixed the royal ftandard up- 
on the tower of the Baftlh^ and awake with it ftreani- 
ing in his head. 

— Softer vifionSj-^-gentler vibrations ftole fweetly 
in upon his (lumbers ;— the trumpet of war fell out 
cf his hands, — —he took up the lute, fweet inftru- 
ment ! of all others the mofl delicate !, the moft dif- 
ficult ! — ^how wilt thou touch it, my dear uncle Toby t 

CHAP, xxxvr. 

JN ow, becaufe I have once or twice faid, in my in- 
confiderate way of talking, That I was confident the 
following memoirs of my uncle Toi/^ courtihip of 
Widow VTadmatiy whenever I got time to write them^ 
would turn out one of the moft complete fyftems, 
both of the elementary and pra£Hcal part of love and 
love-making, that ever was addrefied to the world- 
are you to imagine from thence that I fhall fet out 
with a defcription of <what love is? whether part 
God and part Devil, as P/otwus will have it— 

-Or, by a more critical equation, and fuppof* 

ing' the whole of love to be as ten— — ^to determine, 
with Ficinnji ** How many parts (^ it-^-'^the oncy and 

<^ how many tie 9ther r" - or whether it is all of it 

one great devil, from head to tail, as Plato has taken 
upon him to pronounce ; concerning which conceit 
of his I Ihall not offer my opinion : — but my- opinion 
of Plato is this. That he appears, from this inilance^ 
to have been a maa of much the fame temper aod 
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way of reafbning with doftor £aymrd^ who being z 
grea^ enemy to blifters, as imagining that half a 
do2jen. of 'em on at once would draw a man as fure- 
ly to. his grave as a herfe and dx-^TzQilj concluded 
that the devil himfelf was nothing in tlie world but 
©ne great bouncing Cantharidis^ — 

I have nothing to fay to people who allow them- 
felves this monllrous liberty in arguing, but what 
Nazianzen cried out (that is, polemically) to Phila- 
grius— 

** Evys " O rare / V/V Jine reafoning^ Sir^ indeed ! 
•— ** crt ^t>i6<r6(pu§ h> n«e^<r<" — atid mojl nobly do you 
aim at truth y when you philofophize about it ^ in your 
msods and pqjfions. 

Nor is it to be imagined, for the fame reafona, I 
Siould ftpp to inquire whether love is a difeafe — or 
embroil i»|^feljf witji Rhqfis and Diofcorides^ whether 
the feat of it i^ i» the brain or liver •, — =becaufe this 
would Ijeadi me on to an examination of the two very 
oppofite manners in which patients have be«fi treat- 
ed-^-thie one of Aatiusj who always began with a 
eojoling clyfter of hemp-feed and briiifed cucumbers 
—and followed on with thin potations of water-Ullies 
and purflaji^ — to which he added a pinch of fnuiF^ 
of the herb hama^ — and, where A^tiui durft venture 
it,-— his topaz riilg. 

-—The other, that of G^w^^mW, who (in his cap. 
15. dt Amore) dir^ds they fhould be threfhed " ad 
«< putorem ufque^* — ^till they ftink again. 

Thefe are difquifitions, which my father, who had 
laid in. a great ftock of knowledge of this kind, . will 
be very bu£y with in the progrefs of my unde 2**^/6 
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aff&kft : I mUft aittk^dte thts AiKtith) Tliat fi<6m his 
theories ^f love (with vliicii, by thfe way, he toll* 
triv^d to CFUoi^y my uncle T(dj\ :tiuhd aimoft as 
niudias his -amoaf 8 i theniftikes>)-^4^ to^k a finj^e 
ilep into prafibice }— -and, hy mettrift »of a eamjihorat* 
ed iJerecIoth, which he fbttiidvineaifis to 4im^>ofe xtpoti 
%he taylor for backram, whilft he was making my 
uncle ^oby tt new pair of breeches, he produced Gor^ 
ibnht/s eficd upoiuMy Uttdlc ^c^ without the dif- 
grace. 

What changes diis |««)dciccd -^ill be read in its 
proper place : all that is needful to bie addefd to the 
anecdote is this— That whatever eiFeft it had upon 
my uncle 3^<?^y,— it had a vile effeft upon the houfe ; 
^-•and if my uncle Toly had not fmoked it down as 
he did, it might have bad a vile eflfed Upon my fa- 
ther too. 

CHAP. XXVII. 

^TwiLL come out of itfelf by and by,— ^ — All I 
extend for is, that I am not obliged to fet out with 
a definition of what love is j and fo long as I can 
go on with my ftory intelligibly, with the help of 
the word itfelf, without any other idea to it than 
what I have in common with the reft of the world, 
why fhbuld I differ from it a moment before the 

time ?: ^When I can get on no farther,— —and 

find myfelf entangled on all fides of this myftic la- 
byrinth, my Opinion will then come in in courfe, 

■ a nd lead me out 



Digitized 



by Google 



272 THE LtnS AMD OPINIO )9S 

At prefeilt« I hope I fliall be fufficiently nnder* 
Hood in telling the reader my uncle Toby fell in love : 
Not that the phrafe is at all to my liking: 
for, to lay a man is faJkn in lore, ■ or that he is 
deeply in love^— -or up 4o the ears in loire^— and fome- 
times even overhead cmt mrs in ff,-^carries an idio- 
matical kind of implicadon, that lore is a thing hlov 
a man : — this is recurring again to Platens opinion> 
which, with all his divinityihip*--! hold to he damn- 
able and heretical ( — and fo much for that. 

Let love, therefore^ be what it will,* m y -uncle 
Toby fell into it. 

— And poflibly, gentle reader, with fuch a temp- 
tation — fo wouldft thou : For never did thy eyes be- 
holdj or thy concupifcence covet any thing in this 
world more concupifcible than Widow Waibnaiu 

CHAP, XXXVHL 

To conceive this right — call for pen and ink — -here's 
paper ready to your hand.— ^it down. Sir, paint her 

to your own mind as like your miftrefs as you 

can as unlike your wife as your confcience will 

let you — ^'tis all one to me — ^pleafe but your own 
fancy in it. 
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174 THE LIFE AND OnrNlONS 

— ^Was ever any diing In Nature fo fweet ? - fo 
ejcquifite ! 

T hen^ dear Sir, how could my uncle Toly 
refift it ? 

Thrice happy book ! thou wilt have one page, at 
leaft, within thy covers, which Malice will not 
blacken, and which Ignorance cannot mifrepre- 
fent. 

CHAP. XXXIX. 

As Sufannah was informed by an exprefs from Mrs. 
Bridget f of my uncle Tobf^ falling in love widi her 
miftrefs, fifteen days before it happened, — the con- 
tents of which exprefs Sufannah communicated to 

my mother the next day, it has juft given me 

an opportunity of entering upon my uncle Toby\ 
amours a fortnight before their exiftence. 

I have an article of news to tell you, Mr. Shandy j 
quoth my mother, which will furprife you greatly. 

Now my father was then holding one of his fe- 
cond beds of juftice, and was mufing within himfelf 
about the hardfhips of matrimony, as my mother 
broke filence.— 

** — My brother Tohy^ quoth flie, is going to be 
" married to Mrs. WadmanJ* 

— ^Then he will never, quoth my father, be able 
to lie diagonally in his bed again as long as he lives. 

It was a confuming vexation to my father, that 
my mother never afked the meaning of a thing (he 
did not underftand. 
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— ^That {he is not.a woman of fcience, my father 

-would fay, is bar misfortuae but fhc might 

a£k a queftion— 

My mother never did. — '• — ^In fliort, flie went on 
of the world at laft without knowing whether it 

turned round or Hood JftH ^My father had ofS- 

cloufly told her above a thoufand times which way 
H wa8>7^r — ^bi^t fhc always forgot. 

JtM-^^ik-re9f&rt9i^z. difeottt& fcMem wenrtm 
ml^h farther betwixt^^te^, than a prbpdfition, — ^a 
'^^J^and a rejoind^,-at t!hc end of vbich, it gene- 
]:a%4^»(>Ll9lMidi ier -a-few inhnites, fas ii^the affair 
of the breeches) and then went on again. 

S^ he marries 'twill be the worfe for.va^p— 
%ufl^ my^flo^MiMF. -~ 

Not a cherry ftone, faid my Father^ ^he n[uy^ 

as well batter away his meant upon that as. any 
thing clfe.. " . - . ^ ^ 

— ^To be fitto; faid my mother ; fo here ended 

the propolition» — the reply- an<l the rejoinder 

I told you of. 

It will be fome amufemetit to him^ too ^faid 

my father. 

A very great one, anfwercd my mother, if he 
ihould have children— 

— Lord have mercy upon mc — faid my fathe' 
to himfdf— * *#♦♦♦ ♦ ♦♦ 

♦ * ♦##♦♦#♦♦'* 

♦ . ♦ *♦##•♦♦*♦ 

rd. 11. M 
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CHAP. XL. 

I AM now begixming to get fairly into my work $ 
and by the help of a vegetable diet» with i few of 
the cold feedS) I make no doubt but I fliall be able 
to go on with my uncle TV^/s ftory and my own 
in a tolerable ftraight line. Now, 




inv. r. S. 



Scul. T S. 



TK?r^ vire the four lines I moved in through 
my firft, fecond, third, and fourth volumes*.— — In 
the fifth volume I have been very good— the precifc 
line I have.„dcfcribcd in it being this ; 



c>-^ 




AUuila T to th« firft edition. 
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09 TWSTRlM SH4H&T. 2^^ 

^ . By whch it appears^ that> except at the curve 

parked A| ndiere I took a trip to Navarre — and the 

indented curve B, which is the (hort airing when I 

' mras titere with^e lady Bauffiere and her page-^I 

have not taken the lead friik of a d^reffion^ till 

John ie la Caffe^% devils led me the round you fee 

marked D— for as for r r r r ^ they are nothing hut 

pare^the&s, and the ccnnmon ins and ouU incident 

to thf lives of the greateft minifters of flate^ and 

when compared with what men have done — or with 

my own tranfgreffions at the letters A B D— ^—they 

vanifb into nothing.. 

In this laft voluihe I have done better ftill 
for, from the end of Le Fevrt'^ epifode, to the 
beginning of my uncle Ti^/s campaigns — I have 
icarce ftepped a yard out of my way. 

If I mend at this rate, it is not impoflible — by 
the gobd leave of his grace of Benevent^% devils— 
but I may arrive hereafter at the excellency of go- 
ing even on thus \ 

which is a line drawn as ftraight as I could draw it»' 
by a writing-mailer's ruler (borrowed for that pur- 
pofe), turning neither to the right hand or to the 

left— ;:^. 

— This right line-^the path- way for Chriftians dp 
walk in ! fay divines 

^The emblem of moral reftitude ! fays Ci-' 

The ie/l linel fay cabbage-planters—— is 

tlie fhorteft lincr ikys Archimedes y which can be 
drawn from one given poi»t40 another-'—— 
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O r I wHh yoor ladyfbipa would lay tfats natter 
|0 llcart in yoor next birdi*day foiti i 

— Wkat a jcmmcf 1 

Pray, €tn yoit tetl itie^*^t&3t i^ whbottC angcr^ 
before I vrire xny defter upon (Iraight liaea^-'*^^ 
iriuit trnftalae-^who toU thea fo-— <»: how it has 
MOW to pais, tkat your men «f \rk aiki gemas kave 
aU akng confcwodcd dm line with Ac Ineef 
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